
Janaki Ammal: pioneering R and R for the environment  
(Plants)              BIOLOGY 

Overview and rationale: 

It is in this wonderful science topic that our children get 
their first in-depth look at life cycles, enhancing the 

knowledge that they developed in KS1 on plants and 
growth. Through all of our science learning, our main objec-
tive is to develop a sense of awe and wonder for the natural 

and physical world and again, scientific enquiry is at the 
fore of this topic, with the children taking a hands-on ap-

proach to grasping a deeper and investigative understand-
ing of the life cycle of plants and their incredible ingenuity 
in maintaining their species. Being three of our most im-

portant school values, we again nurture the children’s un-
derstanding of the importance of respecting and taking re-
sponsibility for looking after our environment, drawing on 
the inspiring botanist, Janaki Ammal as well as the support 
for the WWF that the school gives. Year 3 also look at the 
amazing resilience of various species in the UK and across 

the world and how they survive and pro-create, an attribute 
which is revisited in Y4, Y5 and then in Y6, where the chil-
dren delve much deeper into evolution and inheritance.  




