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UNICEF CHILDREN IN GAZA CRISIS APPEAL
Dear Parents and Carers,
As a UNICEF Rights Respecting School, and simply as human beings, we are so saddened and left feeling quite impotent by what is happening in Gaza. No one should have to go through what the families are enduring and innocent children are being killed or left without shelter, without food, without water…without families.
[bookmark: _GoBack]UNICEF are running a Gaza in Crisis appeal and we thought it pertinent to highlight that here. 
About the crisis, UNICEF says, ‘Many children have been killed or injured, and countless others have been exposed to the violence. No place is safe for a child while this intense fighting continues.
Homes and critical infrastructure lie in ruin. Twelve of Gaza’s 35 hospitals, which are also being used as shelters for displaced people, are no longer functional. Many children and families have also sought shelter in schools.
Supply routes into Gaza are blocked, impacting food, water, electricity and medicine access for children and families. More than a million people, nearly half of them children, have been warned to move south, as Israel begins a ground assault into one of the world’s most densely populated areas. 
Despite the dangerous situation, we have been able to deliver life-saving supplies such as medicine and clean water, as well as mental health support. We have been able to bring some supplies to Gaza through the reopened Rafah Crossing with Egypt. but this meets only a tiny proportion of the need. 
We are calling for an immediate ceasefire, and the establishment of safe routes for humanitarian supplies. Gaza’s children urgently need significantly more aid.
[image: ]With supplies and living conditions rapidly declining, we need your help to reach more children and families.  Please support the Children of Gaza Crisis Appeal.’
This is something that many staff in school will be supporting and we hope you might be able to do the same. The link is here: https://www.unicef.org.uk/donate/children-in-gaza-crisis-appeal/

Kind regards, 
Mr Simon Parker
Headteacher
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