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Thursday 29th February 2024
A rationale…#letgirlsplay and International Women’s Day

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Parents and Carers,

As I’ve done on previous occasions, due to a number of responses I’d like to clarify the reasoning for our approach to next Friday. We are taking part in the girls’ biggest football session, coinciding with International Women’s Day, and in line with the #letgirlsplay initiative, only girls will need to be in sports gear in preparation for the activities we're going to plan into the day.

We have numerous events throughout the calendar where all children dress up and we don’t want this day to be lost or diluted when the children think back to why we are marking it.

We are not taking this approach to highlight division, or to devalue men and boys in society, but rather to highlight inequality and inequity and to highlight the necessity that girls and women deserve their equal space in a society where historically they haven’t had it. Indeed it could be argued extremely strongly that they still haven’t. Some of our boys, and indeed men, in society still do not show the level of respect that women warrant in football and in other areas of our lives - so we’ll be using this to discuss fairness with all of the children, listen to the views of both boys and girls, with the hope that they’ll all see the reasons for what we are doing. We want the boys to finish the day having had the opportunity to listen to, to respect, and to champion our girls and the opportunities that they should have. 

We have a class and a history unit named after Emmeline Pankhurst to highlight the need for standing up for equality (and more importantly equity) and this is another opportunity which we don’t want to miss.

As always, we appreciate your support, but equally your thoughts…so please do come and chat if you’d like.

Yours most sincerely,

Simon Parker
Headteacher
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