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	Our School Street needs your help!


The School Street exists to: 
· make the journey to and from school safer
· improve the air quality in and around the school 
· improve health and wellbeing by making it easier for families to walk, scoot or cycle to school
If you would like the School Street to stay, please consider volunteering if you are able to. The current volunteers are doing a brilliant job, but they need more support to make the School Street sustainable. Anyone can volunteer – parents / carers / grandparents / residents / members of the local community – anyone who would like to make a difference!
You don’t need any particular skills, and training and support will be given. You could volunteer for a regular slot each week, or just give some time here and there when it fits into your life. All help is welcome!
Volunteers put out closure barriers on the road and stand beside them for the closure period (8.15-9am / 3-3.45pm). They allow exempt vehicles through the barriers and walk them safely along the School Street. They explain to other drivers that the road is closed and they are a friendly presence for the  families travelling to school.
“I volunteer for one session a week…it gives me great joy to see the numbers of children safely and happily walking, running, or wheeling along the middle of the road to school.  And the thought that I have had some input into ensuring the children are getting some exercise and breathing cleaner air on their journey to school and whilst playing in the school playground, this gives me a real sense of satisfaction.”   
Grandparent and School Street volunteer





“I volunteer because I’m keen to reduce pollution in the area close to schools. As an asthmatic, I know how important clean air is, especially for young developing lungs!”
     Resident and School Street volunteer

How can you get involved?
If you would like to volunteer or you want to find out more, please email Hannah Stanton (School Streets Officer for Trafford) at hannah@traffordcollective.org.uk, or phone / text / whatsapp 07535 319 333. I’m happy to chat to anyone about what is involved in volunteering and answer any questions you may have.
If you aren’t able to volunteer yourself, you could help by talking to other family members / friends / colleagues / community groups that you’re part of about the School Street and see if they would be interested in volunteering.

Please turn over to find out some of the benefits of School Streets.
	School Streets improve safety

A study from Public Health England found that 35% of incidents where children were killed or seriously injured occurred during the journey to or from school.  School Streets can reduce danger to children from moving vehicles and inconsiderate parking. 
In Hackney, the traffic around schools which introduced a School Street decreased by around two thirds. A study in Edinburgh showed that 66% of parents reported that the streets felt safer once a School Street had been introduced. 
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	School Streets encourage active travel
Less than half of schoolchildren in the UK achieve the recommended level of physical activity per day (at least 60 minutes). School Streets can help address this by encouraging families to switch from driving to walking, scooting and cycling on the school run. In London, 27% of parents reported walking more and 6% reported cycling more as a consequence of School Streets. As well as improving physical health, travelling actively (walking, scooting, wheeling or cycling) to school is linked to improved mood and better concentration.



	School Streets reduce air pollution
Children are especially vulnerable to the harmful effects of air pollution because of their developing lungs and brains, faster rate of breathing and the fact that they breathe air closer to the ground / vehicle exhausts, where pollution is more concentrated. Babies and young children may breathe up to 60% more polluted air than adults during the school run. Cars with engines idling outside school contribute to this problem. One car with its engine idling for one minute produces 150 balloons’ worth of polluted air. School Streets curb air pollution by reducing motor traffic near schools. In Brent, Enfield and Lambeth, introducing School Streets led to a 23% reduction in nitrogen dioxide pollution.
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