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Dear Parents and Carers,

We will be holding a KS2 Parent Reading Workshop on Friday 8th December. Although the workshop is KS2 based, we fully welcome infant parents and carers, as we’ll also share some reading tips and question types that can be shared with younger children. The focus, however, will be less based upon the mechanics of reading and more on the deeper understanding. It will also give you the opportunity to ask any questions about expectations regarding reading at home. The workshop invites you to come into school in the afternoon. The first part of the session will take place in the junior hall and includes a presentation and a few subsequent activities based upon how our children learn to read. The second part of the session is in the children’s classrooms where you share ideas with them based upon the first part of the workshop. Reading and writing are of course inextricably linked and so a few of the criteria that will be mentioned in the Reading workshop will also apply to writing (a writing workshop will be held early in the Spring term). The timetable for the afternoon will be as follows:

Session 1: 1.30pm – 2.30pm - In the hall with us – Mrs Hall and Mr Parker
A brief presentation will discuss the different areas that we should focus on when reading with our children. Each of the criteria will be looked at and ideas on how to question our children will be discussed. We will look at how we assess our children’s reading skills and how we can question them about what they have read and encourage them to think about texts more deeply. Learning to read is evidently much more complex than one might think! 
Session 2: 2.30pm – 3.30pm – In the classroom

You will be invited into your child’s classroom (although this is only for KS2 on this occasion) where the class teacher will look at a whole class section of text and look at a specific reading focus (which you will hopefully then be familiar with!). After the short whole class reading session, you will have the opportunity to read with your child or indeed a small group of children. This may be a guided reading text, a whole class text, your child’s home reading book, or a book that your child is currently reading solely for pleasure. You can feel free to hone in on any ‘assessment focus’ that you choose and ask questions to your child in relation to that particular learning area of reading. Although there will be talk of assessment and targets, these are merely to help focus the learning rather than providing a test for our budding readers and a key focus in the workshop will be the importance of allowing our children just to read, without any pressure, but merely for pleasure!

There are always a few requests for an evening workshop for those who are unable to attend during the day. Obviously, the second session will be unavailable in a twilight slot but we will hold a repeat of the first session from 6pm on the evening of Wednesday 13th December 2023. The session will last approximately 45 minutes.

We really would love to see as many of you as possible in the afternoon as it provides you with another opportunity to see your child’s class in action! However, we of course understand that this is not a possibility for all! You do not need to let us know if you want to attend in the afternoon as I’ll be here to deliver the session regardless. However, if you’re interested in the evening workshop then please let the office know. If numbers are too slight, the 6pm workshop won’t take place (we’ll let you know, of course) but we are more than happy to offer packs and discuss things one-to-one.
We all look forward to seeing you all on the 8th.
Yours sincerely,

Mrs Hall and Mr Parker
