
Malawi to Manchester: Understanding different places, 
respecting different lives 

Overview and rationale: 

Studying different parts of the world is so important for our children, to grasp an empathic understanding of 
the differences between these and exploring how the challenges that people have can often depend on 

where they were born. The suburban towns and villages of Blantyre, the commercial capital of Malawi, Africa 
(and even further afield in the rural villages), and those suburban towns of Manchester, like Urmston, have 
many similarities, but a great many differences too. This topic gives our children the opportunity to explore 

these. Stemming from Urmston Primary School and Thandizo School, just south of Blantyre, the children take 
a dual geographical journey, comparing and contrasting physical and human geography of the areas, whilst 
taking the opportunities to look at where these places lie in our world; this topic offers a huge variety of op-
portunities to compare the two continents, countries, cities, towns and villages and their backdrops around 

physical features, including landscape and climate, and the human features and processes of how and where 
people live their lives. Such comparisons are essential for our young learners to grow into people who have 
respect for all walks of life and a responsibility to look out for and empower others. This is something that is 

greatly built upon in many topics in KS2, not least of all Year 4’s Water topic. 








