
North West is Best! 
Overview and rationale: 

The children’s study of the two coastal resorts of Blackpool and Formby gives them the opportunity to see how the 
North West has changed overtime and the  impact that various geographical, and, in particular, human processes have 

had on the North West’s development. It gives children a look into what makes the North West thrive and what the 
challenges are in keeping it a vibrant and fulfilling place to live and visit. In Year 3 children delve into the history of 

towns (Blackpool, Formby and Urmston) in the North West region. Additionally, the children build on their knowledge 
from KS1 of Urmston and the United Kingdom. The children take a closer look at Manchester and regions of Europe in 

Year 4 and 6. Studying the North West in Y3 sets them up nicely, in looking at how urban areas grow and how they 
prosper. The children are given the opportunity to develop their fieldwork skills further with a trip to Formby. They 

will complete an in-depth study of this coastal area and compare it to the Blackpool coast, and Urmston, again looking 
for similarities and differences in the North West region.  






