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READING (AND SPELLING) IN KS2
Dear Parents and Carers,
Following our reading workshop yesterday and some feedback and questions we received, there are one or two things that we wanted to clarify regarding reading expectations. 
First and foremost, reading is for pleasure and we do not want anything to hinder the nurturing of a love of reading for our children. We send home books from schemes for two reasons: 
A) they should ensure variety of text type and fiction/non-fiction;
B) they enable us to see a degree of progression.
These books have been banded and relate to children’s reading ages in Year 3 and then updated in Year 4. Teaching Assistants track the books that the children have read, and the level, and move the children on accordingly all the way through KS2.
In lower KS2 (Y3-4) the book bands go from Red, to Orange, to Yellow, to Green, to Blue, dependent on reading ages, although it obviously isn’t an exact science – some pupils may have excellent fluency but be less able in understanding and inference skills, for example.
In the upper school, books range from stages 9-16 (these cross over with those in lower	KS2) and largely correspond with reading ages also – yet by stages 15 and 16 many pupils might be free readers. 
However, although these books do serve a purpose, there is a balance required: if your children are clearly able readers and you feel the books that your children receive are holding them back, or worse – diminishing their love of reading, then we urge you to speak to the class teacher. As mentioned, the last thing we want is for our children to become disengaged because they are forced to read books that they don’t enjoy. It may be the case that the class teacher feels it necessary for your child to stay on these books, either due to their knowledge of your child’s reading ability following regular informal assessment and working with them, or due to them wanting them to read a particular text type. However, you know your child and hopefully read with them often and so may be well-placed to ask the question of whether being a ‘free-reader’ would be an option and more beneficial, especially moving in to the upper school in Years 5 and 6.
There are no expectations set in stone with regard to the amount of pages or books that children read. This is partly due to the fact that it would depend what book they are reading and whether they also read their own books for pleasure (which we sincerely hope they do!). In either case, we have Reading Records and entries should be made in these for school books and the children’s own books. Of course – it will be completely understandable that children may read a little less of their scheme books if they are so engrossed in their own books and this will be taken into account. However, if your child is somewhat disengaged with reading or find it difficult, please encourage them to read every evening if possible and we’ll be offering the same encouragement here at school. Indeed, if children aren’t reading, we’ll want to know why…not because we’re mean but because we know how essential it is, not only for their learning and as a life skill, but for the amount of enjoyment that it can bring.
The Junior library is very much open for business and you are most welcome to come by with your children before and after school to choose a book to borrow. Otherwise, come to us and we’ll find something that suits!
As we have you here – coloured spelling lists. After half term, Year 3 are now at the stage where they’ll be following the KS2 lists that Y4, 5 and 6 use. The calendar is attached here. The lists cover all of the words in the national curriculum word lists (from Y3-6) along with spelling rules from ‘Letters and Sounds’ phases, high and common frequency words, and other spelling rules such as prefixes and suffixes. Of course, the children will still learn these rules in class, but we are very much urging them to become more independent in their learning across all areas of the curriculum and so this way they can learn at their own ability level and always be supported and challenged. As always, we appreciate your support and encouragement with this.
Well, that’s probably enough for now! Of course, if you have any further questions then do please come and let us know and if you would like a pack from yesterday’s workshop, we’ve left some spares in the office.
Yours sincerely,
Mrs Hart
Literacy Lead
ps – we had a very useful Wellbeing forum last week. The minutes are saved on our website if you’re interested.


UPS KS2 Spelling Timetable: 9.00-9.15 in the middle room in the upper school building (or in class for Y3)
Term: Autumn 2
	Day
	Week Beginning

	
	29.10.18
	05.11.18
	12.11.18
	19.11.18
	26.11.18
	03.12..18
	10.12.18
	17.12.18

	Monday
	Red
Lime
	Indigo
Grey
	This week to be kept clear for retests or additional requests if particularly keen to be tested before!
	Red
Lime
	Indigo
Grey
	This week to be kept clear for retests or additional requests if particularly keen to be tested before!
	Red
Lime
	Indigo
Grey

	Tuesday
	Orange
Jade
	Purple Black
	
	Orange
Jade
	Purple Black
	
	Orange
Jade
	Purple Black

	Wednesday
	Yellow
Turquoise
	Brown
Peach
	
	Yellow
Turquoise
	Brown
Peach
	
	Yellow
Turquoise
	Brown
Peach

	Thursday
	Green
Pink
	White
Lilac
	
	Green
Pink
	White
Lilac
	
	Green
Pink
	White
Lilac

	Friday
	Blue
Aqua
	Cream
Bronze
	
	Blue
Aqua
	Cream
Bronze
	
	Blue
Aqua
	Cream
Bronze



NB. Homophones will be weaved through all colours. Silver is beyond the Primary NC and will be tested on request! ;-)

Please tell children to come for a retest when they are ready. We will either do them in the allocated morning time or give them another time to come back.
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