
Resilience and Respect: Who First Lived In Britain?  

Overview and rationale: 

From the Stone Age, to the Bronze Age, to the Iron Age...how on earth do we know how people in early Britain lived? The an-
swer lies in archaeology. This topic is the first major opportunity that our children get to look deeper into disciplinary 

knowledge and historical sources and how important the role of archaeologists are in enabling us to interpret historical eras, 
whilst finding out just how people who lived in pre-historic Britain managed to survive. From historical artefacts, the children 

learn about lifestyles, clothing, diet, shelter, communication as well as the relationship that early Brits had with animals and the 
physical environment and processes. The resilience that people showed in these times, especially in hunting and gathering, 

must have been extreme and the closer respectful relationship that they had with nature and their environment means that life 
in Britain was very different to what it is today. But is it all that different in all parts of today’s world? This question is explored 

too. The Year 3 text, ‘Stone Age Boy’, is used to bring this topic to life even further as the children begin to realise just how 
much society has ‘advanced’ since the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic times. 






