
Roman life: leadership and the 3 Rs in the Empire! 
Overview and rationale: 

The Roman Empire became known for its political structures, its social systems, and the part people played within its incredible society. Studying the Roman Empire enables our 

children to build on what they learnt in Ancient Egypt in Year 3 and will be consolidated when looking at democracy in the Shang Dynasty later in the year. Children will learn 

about life and the resilience needed in all levels of the social hierarchy, exploring the differences between men and women and their place in society, soldiers and the role that the 

Roman army played, as well as taking a look at slavery and inequality in a republic. They will take a look at the responsibility placed on a dictator and how this responsibility in 

power and leadership is used for the benefit (or lack of it!) of everyone in society. They’ll also take a look at strong female leaders and analyse Boudicca’s control. The children will 

learn about the geography of the empire, how people and places were shaped by invasion, and how it grew into the historical power that it is known for, its tactics to invade at 

will giving our pupils their first opportunity to look at imperialism and equality, a thread that will be followed in later British and global history topics in Years   and .. Art and 

music will provide further context and learning opportunities and links will also be made to R.E. in looking at the beliefs that society held in these times and the respect that peo-

ple had for their faith. Whilst looking at the impact that the empire had on Britain, this unit also takes the opportunity to compare our own domain with that of another European 

region is an excellent means for our children to broaden their geographical understanding and so here, we also take the chance to compare geographically, historically and cultur-

ally our very own Manchester, UK with Rome in Italy, when we look at ‘Manchester Pride’. The children will later take a look at Paris, France too and gain further geographical 

comparison with such a prominent European city. 








