
Wangari Maathai: Planting, Peace 

and Park Life (Living things and 

their habitats)           

BIOLOGY 

Overview and rationale: 

In this topic, children learn about their local parkland and its inhabitants. They discover and compare a number of different habi-

tats and find out why the animals that live there thrive in such environments. They also learn about adaptations, initially across a 

broad range of animals that span the globe, then focussing in on local parkland animals, culminating in a design of their own, 

made-up animal in which children must justify the features they have given it. The children will have an opportunity to learn 

about micro habitats also and go on a mini beast hunt, using their mathematical skills to carry out surveys and tally charts, re-

sulting in bar charts and graphs. After studying a range of living creatures, from the tiny to the large, children are then given the 

opportunity to sort them, using sorting keys and place them in food chains and webs thinking about which are the producers, 

the top consumers and everything in between! Finally, the children research the variety of plant life they may encounter in a 

local park, using this knowledge to write a letter to a warden suggesting possible improvements for this area. Children also use 

this topic to experience art in nature. Using Andy Goldsworthy as inspiration, they design and make their own sculpture in their 

environment using only natural objects they have found. Respect for our environment and responsibility for looking after it is the 

key message in a topic inspired by the efforts of African environmentalist, Wangari Maathai. 






