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Reception Weekly Learning Update

1st October 2021
	Ourselves Topic
We have continued learning about our bodies this week with a focus on labelling our body parts and finding out about some of our internal organs such as our lungs, heart and brain. 

The children investigated how their lungs work by using straws to inflate 2 balloons which they found fascinating. Our learning has also prompted lots of questions from the children about bones, muscles and blood. 
We have just received a brand new and exciting collection of books with money raised by our parents’ group, ‘Friends of Urmston’ which will really help to answer all the children’s questions and inspire new learning. 
Painting a self-portrait
The children have used mirrors to look at themselves carefully ready to paint their faces.

This has caused much discussion and comparison with their friends. We have compared similarities and differences in our hair colour and length and style as well as our eye and skin colour.

The children have worked carefully to mix their own colours to show all their unique and special features and we’re looking forward to displaying them in the classroom.



	Maths-Patterns
The children have had lots of opportunities to make repeating patterns with shapes, colours, natural materials and even instrument sounds and body actions this week
This week we have taught the children the Go Noodle dance ‘Banana Banana Meatballs’ which is all about patterns. You can find this on You tube. Some of our other favourite Go Noodle dances are ‘Duck Tales’, ‘Dinosaur Stomp’,’ Poppin bubbles’ and ‘Got a feeling’,  all of which we will learn and practise during the year.
	P.E.

The children enjoyed their 1st PE lesson this week.

The children had fun playing some warm- up games, travelling around the hall in different ways and learning some new dances as well as moving to the sounds of instruments.

The routine of undressing and dressing themselves in their PE clothing or uniform is often a challenge for some children at first and we do try to ensure that every child gets the correct clothing back on and into their P.E. bags.

To help us with this, please ensure that every item of your child’s clothing is named. 
Please keep encouraging your children to develop independence with their dressing and undressing skills.

Class 6 and 7 will have P.E. every Thursday.

	Phonics
Thank you to everyone who was able to attend our Phonics Evening this week. Thank you for your positive feedback, we hope you found the presentation and the activities informative and useful.

As a follow up to the meeting you will find more information in your child’s book bag to help with practising phonics, reading and writing at home.

A copy of the powerpoint used in the meeting will be emailed out soon.

Please do come and ask if you need any of the information explaining if you were unable to attend the meeting.

This week we have started learning the first set of sounds in Phase 2.

Your child will have come home with a sound bag today. Every week we put in little sound cards of the sounds we have learnt during the week and word cards for the children to practise sounding out and reading at home. 
 Please can you ensure that your child brings their sound bag into school each Friday so that we can add more cards to it each week.

	Music-An inspiring musician
We have introduced the children to Stevie Wonder, who, as a talented singer and musician, has not let his blindness stop him aspiring to achieve success. He is a role model for our children. We have learnt some simple facts about him from his book from the series ‘Little people big dreams’. We have listened to some of his music and used it to help us create body percussion and rhythm. We will introduce the children to other inspiring people in our future topics.



