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Reception Weekly Learning Update

4th February 2022
	Lunar New Year
On Tuesday of this week, people all around the world celebrated Lunar New Year, also known as Chinese New Year. The children began the week by learning about China and were so interested that it took twice as long as I expected! We read a story called ‘Dragons in the City’ and found out about all sorts of traditions that take place when celebrating the new year such as cleaning the house, lucky red envelopes, fireworks, lion dances and dragon parades.

 

	Lion Dancing

After watching some video clips of Lion dances and learning the basic steps, we all went outside to create our own dances. The children paired up, one acting as the front legs and one acting as the back and we put our routine together. The children worked hard to try and move in sync with their partners. The class then split into 2 groups with one half performing their dance whilst the other half played drums, cymbals, claves and bells for the lion to move to. 
	Continuous provision
The children have been set a number of new tasks in continuous provision this week. We have been making Chinese lanterns by carefully folding and snipping red and paper. We have been making dragon masks as well as a big dragon’s head ready for our parade next week. In the writing area, we have been writing out new year cards and have been having a try at some Chinese lettering. The children were also challenged to make their own lucky envelope out of a piece of red paper, which has been a great problem-solving task. An additional role play area has been set up as a Chinese restaurant and the children have been making noodles, dumplings and dim sum out of play dough too.

	The Wishing Tree
In China, one of the new year traditions is to write a wish, tie it to an orange and throw it into a wishing tree. If it stays in the tree, your wish may come true. After learning about this and looking at some photos of these trees, the children thought of their own wishes for the new year and wrote them on a piece of paper. Today, we have tied these to satsumas and thrown them into the tree in the play garden. Although many did stay in the tree, I’m not entirely sure many of these wishes will come true…particularly the one about wishing for wings and 2 horns!! 
The children are really coming on with their writing now, using the sounds they have learned to spell phonetically plausible words. This week we were also encouraging finger spaces and, as always, correct letter formations. 

	Maths

We have worked on making small totals using 1p, 2p and 5p coins, using the numicon to help. The children seemed to enjoy putting different amounts of money into the lucky red envelopes, and continued this learning outside at the Chinese market stall we created together.

We have also revisited measuring by trying to find out exactly how long the tiger’s footprint was. The children worked in small groups with different non-standard units of measure. We then discussed why we didn’t all get the same measurements. 
	Phonics

Across Reception we have children working at different rates in phonics. Some children have now reached the end of Phase 3 and will therefore not be receiving any new sounds in their sound bag. Please do keep practising the sounds already in the bag though for both reading and word-building.

The children who are still working through Phase 3 will continue to receive sounds and the children working at Phase 2 will begin to receive Phase 3 sounds after the half term break. 

	Next Week

Next week we will be having a Chinese banquet with the children which will consist of prawn crackers, noodles and hopefully some chinese dumplings. We are aware of the children’s dietary requirements that you have already informed us of but if for any reason you do not want your child to eat this food or have any questions, please get in touch.
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