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Reception Weekly Learning Update

8th April 2022
	Earth Day

This week we celebrated Earth day with a Geography themed week. We firstly learned about the importance of bees for our planet and then explored our local environment.

	Bees

We began the week with a lovely book called ‘Bee and Me’ by Allison Jay. This is a book made up only of pictures following the story of a little girl who meets a bee and then learns how to take care it. 

We discovered that bees have a very important job in our world as they pollinate flowers enabling our food to grow. We found out that bees are endangered though because there are less and less flowers in the towns and cities. We decided to help the bees in our play garden by planting some bee friendly flowers. We prepared the ground using rakes and then sowed the seeds which will hopefully grow later in the summer. 

Throughout the week we learned more facts about bees, labelled bees and made our own bees in the playdough and funky fingers area 
Here is the link to the animated version of the story if you would like to watch it at home together:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DO215UAi4i4

	Our local environment

Over the past 6 weeks, the children have followed maps and looked for landmarks on their trips into Urmston to visit the library. This week, we wanted the children to explore their immediate environment around school which they weren’t necessarily aware of. 

We began by learning what ‘bird’s eye view’ means. We looked at various objects and tried to guess what they were from a bird’s eye view. We then looked at some aerial photographs of our school and identified what each of the shapes were that we could see. We plotted a route on the photograph which would take us for a walk around the school ground.  Along the way we looked for human and physical features. The children had i-pads in pairs and took photos of these features for us to print off and look at back at school.

When we returned, we built a model of our school and the buildings around it using the bricks in the construction area and also had a go at making our own maps of our immediate environment, drawing the buildings in bird’s eye view and adding labels to show what they were.

In the afternoon, we printed off our photos from our trip out and sorted them into human and physical features. The children were brilliant at this!

	Bee halving

Sticking with our bee theme, we also used bees in hives to help us with our halving this week. The children counted the bees in the hive and then shared them between 2 flowers to find half of the number. Perhaps you could practise halving at home by sharing out food, playing cards, toys, etc into 2 groups to find half of a number.
	

	The Tiger Who Came to Tea

We reminded ourselves of this story by drawing out a story map of all of the things which happened. We then changed some parts of the story, including the animal that came to tea. Once the children had verbalised their stories, they then wrote down these sentences into their own little books. 
	Easter Bonnet Parade

Thank you so much for your huge efforts in preparing the most fantastic Easter bonnets this year! Unfortunately the bad weather meant a last minute change to the hall but we hope you still enjoyed seeing your children parade with their friends and sing you their songs (albeit very quietly!)
 

	Next Week:

We will be having an Easter themed 2 days next week with some estimating in maths and more map reading skills as we carry out our Easter egg hunts. We will also be learning about a very special Sikh festival called Vaisakhi with one of our dinner ladies, Mrs Singh, who will be telling us all about how she celebrates with her family.




