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Reception Weekly Learning Update
10th December 2021
	A Wriggly Nativity

We have been perfecting our Nativity Play this week in our final rehearsals and performed our dress rehearsal for the rest of the infant children on Thursday.

On writing this, our Friday performance has not yet happened, however, we are sure it will be a great success and hope that those of you who came today enjoyed the show. We are keeping everything crossed hat Monday and Tuesday’s performances will also go ahead as planned!
	Christmas Cards/Christmas decorations

Our classroom carpets have been a sea of glitter once more this week as we have been busy making Christmas cards to bring home for you next week.

The children are also still working hard on their sewing skills to create their lovely Christmas tree decorations that will also be heading your way very soon.

	Maths

We have covered a range of mathematical concepts this week, all Christmas themed! 

We have been subtracting, using pictures and objects to support us in our working out. We have been finding missing numbers in a sequence, with a particular focus on the first number, encouraging the children to count backwards to find the answer. We have also been counting stockings in 2s and hanging stockings (socks) up on the washing line in pairs from the shortest to the longest. Counting in 2s is something you could practise at home too.
	The 3 Wise Men

We thought about the presents that the 3 wise men brought to baby Jesus in the Nativity story and discussed what each of these things were. We decided that these were quite odd presents for a baby and thought about what we would have given as a gift to a baby born in a stable and why. The children came up with some great ideas such as a blanket to keep warm and a bottle of milk to drink. Some children even wrote down their ideas in a sentence.

	Christmas around the World

There are many different Christmas traditions all over the world and this week we looked at how celebrations take place in Italy, Spain, Mexico, China, India, Australia and France. I wonder if your children can remember where Christmas is spent on the beach, in which country children leave out their shoes to be filled with sweets or whereabouts gifts are brought by the 3 wise men on the 6th of January? What else can they tell you about Christmas around the world?
	Phonics

This week we have learned the sounds oo, ee and ai, however they have not been added to your sound bags yet. We know that it is a very busy time of the year and that lots of things will be happening at home so we are asking that you concentrate on your child’s reading book and, if you do have time, please consolidate the words and sounds you already have in your sound bags. We will be adding new sounds and words in the first week back in January. 

	Upcoming events…

Monday 13th December- Class 6 parents invited to ‘A Wriggly Nativity’ at 2.10pm (1 adult per child)

Tuesday 14th December – Class 7  parents invited to ‘A Wriggly Nativity’ at 10.0am (1 adult per child)

Monday 20th December- Christmas Party Day- Children are invited to come to school dressed in their party clothes.
Tuesday 21st December- Children are invited to come to school dressed in their Christmas jumpers (or own clothes). 

We will also be having a movie afternoon on this day. The children may bring in a snack to enjoy during the film if they wish such as a biscuit, popcorn or crisps. This will only be for your child to eat.  Please can children bring these in their book bags. A biscuit will be provided for children without a snack, unless you inform us otherwise.

We return to school on Wednesday 5th January.
We will be having a sports coach teaching the children their P.E. lessons during the next term and so our new P.E. days will be as follows:

Please ensure your child’s P.E. kit is returned to school on their first day back with all clothes labelled with your child’s name. Thank you.




