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Reception Weekly Learning Update
10th February 2022
	Penguins
In our learning about the Polar regions, we have focused on Antarctica and found out some interesting facts about the variety of different penguins that live there. We watched a clip of ‘Happy Feet’ and asked ourselves if they can really dance. We collected lots of facts about what we already knew but had not realised just how many different kinds there were! We watched some clips to see how the emperor penguin, which is the tallest one, manages to look after an egg until it hatches, despite the freezing temperatures. We read the story called ‘The Emperor’s Egg’ which explains in detail how it is the job of the male penguin to care for the egg until it hatches! 
We have practised our ‘penguin walking waddles’ and had a go at transferring a bean bag/real egg to each other without it touching the ground, just like the penguin parents do with their eggs. 

The children were fascinated when watching the clips and showed real concern for the safety and survival of the penguin chicks. The children have written their own non-fiction sentences about some of the facts they had learnt about penguins. We have encouraged the children to use their phonics to segment to spell the words. 


	Measuring Penguins
We have practised how to measure accurately using non-standard units. The challenge was to use an ice cube measuring strip to measure a family of penguins and to record their heights. We used the language of taller, shorter, tallest, shortest to compare their heights. The children are learning the importance of using objects that are the same when they measure, e.g lolly pop sticks, cubes, duplo bricks, straws. You may like to find objects to measure and compare around the house. What units of measure could you use? Can your child tell you which object is the longest/tallest/shortest?
	Odd and Evens
We have definitely been Masters of Maths this week because not only have we been doing lots of measuring, we have also been looking at odd and even numbers. We have talked about how odd numbers end in 1,3,5,7,9 and even numbers end in a 0, 2, 4, 6 or 8. The children are also realising that if we have an odd number of children we can’t all get into partners and there will be an odd one out. See if your child can recall which numbers are odd or even. Point out a number such as a house number and ask them if it’s odd or even. 

	Super Scientists
This week we have been super scientists and carried out our own experiments. We read a story about Discovery Dog who was very upset because his bowl of water had frozen in the cold weather. He was thirsty so we had to think of how we could solve the problem. We realised that we needed to melt the ice. We thought of ideas of how we could melt the ice. There were loads of great ideas but we talked about how we didn’t have an oven or fire in the classroom. We chose the 3 most popular ideas to melt the ice. We made predictions about which we thought would melt the fastest. We had 3 bowls of frozen water and experimented with 3 ways of getting the ice to melt: on the radiator, in our hands or wrapped in a cosy blanket. Ask your child what we discovered. Which melted the fastest? Do they know why?  

	Our Next Topic is….
‘Amazing Animals’, where we will learn about wild animals around the world and the dangers that some of them are currently facing. We will talk about our current way of living and how people can show respect and responsibility in order to protect these animals. We will also be looking at the changes in weather as we move into Spring. Not forgetting Shrove Tuesday, Mother’s Day, Holi, World Book Day and Baba Marta (A Bulgarian celebration).
Classroom Visits: Thank you so much for your speedy responses to our classroom visits. We have tried to accommodate you the best we can, however some dates were particularly popular and therefore in some cases we have had to allocate a second choice. On your given afternoon, please can you arrive at 2.50p.m. and report to the main school office to sign in. We will then take you across to our classroom where you can have a look around and carry out some activities with your child. 
Have a lovely half term holiday and see you Monday 20th February.



