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Reception Weekly Learning Update

11th February 2022
	Children’s Mental Health Week

This week is Children’s Mental Health Week (7-13 February 2022). This year's theme is Growing Together. We have been encouraging children to consider how they have grown and how they can help others to grow. We have read some brilliant books to help us articulate our feelings and think of strategies to use when we are feeling certain strong emotions and feelings. We have read, ‘Fergul is Fuming’, ‘The Mind Hug’ and ‘The Worrysaurus’ all of which have great ideas to support children’s wellbeing. We would definitely recommend these books. 


	Lunar New Year
We have continued to celebrate Lunar New Year and learn more about the countries and places which celebrate it. We looked at homes in China. We were fascinated to discover that in some parts of China a whole village would live in a round house’. We liked the idea of the children playing together in the courtyard in the middle. We have learnt about The Great Wall of China and made our own versions in the construction. Today we dined like Emperors having our ‘Chinese Banquet’. We tasted prawn crackers, noodles and dumplings and we each had a set of chop sticks to use. 
 

	Dragon Parade
We have worked together using crates, materials and other joining materials to create our own full size dragons! It took a lot of collaboration and team work to create our masterpieces. We then watched our friends perform and played the percussion instruments and then swapped and performed to our friends. We hope you will be able to see the videos on Seesaw and how professional your children were in re-enacting their dances for the parade. 
	Making Fans and Dragons

The children have been developing their design and technology skills by being ‘Dynamic Designers’. We began by learning how to fold the paper in a concertina to make a fan. The challenge then was to think of a way to hold it closed when we weren’t using it. There were lots of ideas such as paper clip, tape, string and elastic bands. We talked about which ideas worked best and why. This skill was then built on to make our dragons. We used the same concertina skill to build the body of the dragon. 

	Writing a Recount
This week we watched a short clip of a little boy called Ian. He was celebrating Lunar New Year with his family. We saw how he received his red envelope with money in, made dumplings, watched the lion and dragon dances and did some Chinese writing. Just like us Ian listened to the zodiac story of the great race and had a big celebration meal with his family. Ian was a bit of a character so the children loved watching him. We then talked about writing a ‘recount’ of something which has happened. They were able to write recounts of Ian’s Chinese New Year celebrations. It was brilliant to see how the children are now able to apply their phonics to their writing. 



	Maths

We have been working on ordering and sequencing numbers. We played a game where we had to put the numbers in the correct order: https://www.topmarks.co.uk/ordering-and-sequencing/chinese-dragon-ordering 
We then counted in 2’s and ordered numbers in 2s. 
	RE

In RE this week we have talked about Buddha as a special person to Buddhist. Siddhartha Gautama was a royal prince. People called him the Buddha because he reached a new way of understanding.

We talked about how people who follow Buddhism will meditate, chant to show their love for The Buddha and make offerings. This linked in with our mindfulness and yoga.  

	After the holidays…
After the holidays our learning topic will be ‘Amazing Animals’ and our learning will focus on wild animals around the world. We hope you all have a very lovely and enjoyable half term holiday.
The Reception Team 
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