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Reception Weekly Learning Update

 Friday 11th September 2026
	Our first week
Well done to all of the children for their first week in Reception. They seem to be finding their feet now and are becoming more independent in looking after themselves and navigating the school. The children have been learning to line up in register order and are trying really hard to remember where their carpet place is. We have been introducing our areas of provision (and how to tidy them). We are still encouraging the children to tidy away when they have finished an activity, and will continue to work on this over the coming weeks. 

	School Values

This week we have been learning all about our school values, focusing on a different one each day. Our values are kind, happy, proud, resilient, respectful and responsible. We have explored the meaning of each value and have linked these to looking after ourselves, our classroom and each other whilst we are at school. It would be brilliant if you could support us in embedding these values at home too (although we’re sure you already do!). We have also linked them to our 3 superheroes; Professor Play, Agent Active and Captain Creative. They help us to use the classroom provision and develop characteristics of effective learning. 

	Shared Reading

This week the children have all chosen their first shared reading book to bring home. These are books for you to enjoy together. There is absolutely no expectation to read a certain number of books per week, we simply want to encourage story sharing at home. Children learn so much from listening to stories being read…how to handle books, follow the print, read with expression and intonation and most importantly the discussion you have together will really help to develop your child’s language and comprehension and love of reading! We are sure you have loads of fabulous books at home already but this helps the children develop independence in choosing and changing their own books.
	Baseline assessments
Over the next couple of weeks, it is our job to ‘tease’ rather than ‘teach’ as we settle the children in and find out where their starting points are in all areas of the curriculum. This way, we can carefully plan their next steps in learning. We carry out most of our assessments through observations and enjoy spending time really getting to know your children. We will also be starting to carry out the statutory baseline assessments next week which will be used as a starting point to judge the children’s progress at the end of Year 6.  This consists of a series of short literacy and maths tasks carried out 1-1 with the teacher. To find out more, please visit:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reception-baseline-assessment-information-for-parents


	Lunchtimes

The children have been brilliant at lunchtimes. You may have noticed that your child has a name label on each day. This is not because we can’t remember their names but so that the lunchtime staff can get to know all of the children and also their register order.  So far, we have stayed with the children whilst they eat their lunch and will continue to do so next week. The week after, we will step back a little to encourage independence. The lunch staff always let us know if a child hasn’t eaten their lunch so we can still pass this information on to you. 

	 Talking Bags

You should find a talking bag in your child’s book bag. Please read the accompanying letter for more info. There is no rush at all in returning them immediately but if you could send it back over the next 2 weeks, that would be great. Thank you!
	 Wellies

Now that the weather is beginning to turn, please can we ask that you send in a pair of named wellies that we can keep in school throughout the year. The children will be asked to wear these when playing out on wet days and when using the mud kitchen and digging area.  Thank you!

	How we update you in Reception

Each week we will update you on what we have been learning about and any upcoming events through this newsletter. Parents usually find this useful as they can talk to their children about the learning they have done that week and also helps the children consolidate their new knowledge when they can revisit and talk about it at home. 
Similarly, we always try to send some photos on Seesaw each week. The purpose of these photos is to give you an overview of what we have been doing at school and will not necessarily be personal to your child. Your child may not even appear in the photos some weeks but the idea is for them to act as a visual prompt to help talk about what they have done in school. Of course, there may be times when a child is particularly proud of a personal achievement and we will always share that with you. What we don’t want to do though is spend large amounts of time taking photos. This takes away from the time we spend teaching, playing and engaging with your children. We are sure that you all agree, high quality interactions are far more important than us looking at your child through a camera lens. This was also recognised by the Department for Education who removed the need for any photographic evidence for the same reason. We are mentioning this now because we are aware that you may have been used to receiving daily updates and photographs of your child in private day nurseries but in our school day, we simply do not have the time. Hopefully you will enjoy sharing the snapshots we do take and forgive us if we have not been able to ensure every child has been captured within them.
We also use Seesaw to communicate any messages we may have for you, especially if we don’t see you at home time and you are welcome to do the same. We do not check Seesaw during the school day though and on busy days, may not get chance to check it at all so if you have an urgent message, please email it to the main school office. Likewise, we will do the same. We also welcome you to share any photos and videos of exciting things your child has done or something special they have achieved which we will then share with the class. This also helps us to know your children even better and can help us in our assessments.
Parents’ evenings take place in November and March and it is during these meetings that we will discuss your child’s progress. If we have any concerns though, we will always speak to you sooner.

Should you wish to talk to us about anything at all, we are always available for a quick chat at the end of the school day or are happy to arrange a meeting at a convenient time.



	Next week…

We will be holding a curriculum/coffee morning on Wednesday 17th September at 9.15 a.m. We will have a little talk about how your children learn in Reception and answer any questions you may have. We have a presentation which will be made available to you all afterwards in case you are unable to attend.

Please be aware that Reception do not take part in Roald Dahl Day.

	It feels like we’re asking a lot of you at the moment but it will start to ease off soon. Thank you for all of your support!


