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Reception Weekly Learning Update

 12th November 2021
	Whatever Next! 
We read the story of ‘Whatever Next’ to the children (which many of the children recognised from home). We talked about what happened in the story and sequenced the events. We then used the main events to make a story map. We re-told the narrative with our own actions. As Baby Bear goes to the moon this led to questions and discussions about the moon. The children had a go at ‘hot-seating’ (taking on the character of Baby Bear) as Baby Bear and answered questions about his trip to the moon. This is a great way to immerse children in a story and develop their comprehension skills. 


	Shapes
We have had a focus on 3D shapes this week and looked for the 2D shapes we could see in the 3D shapes. We hid the shapes in a bag and the children had to guess the shape from the properties we described. The children have been trying to spot 3D shapes around us and in our environment. They used straws and sticks with blueback or plasticine to make 2D shapes and then challenged themselves to make 3D shapes. We started by making rockets using 2D shapes and worked on our cutting skills. This then led to making 3D rockets with the junk modelling, The children learnt joining techniques such as stapling, gluing, attaching paper clips and tape. They learnt to make a cone from a circle and how to roll a cylinder for the rocket’s body tube! 
Outside the children explored the 3D shapes by rolling them down the ramps. The children’s investigations concluded which shapes were best for stacking, sliding and rolling and why. 

	 Neil Armstrong
We learned about Neil Armstrong, the first man to walk on the moon, We found out that when Neil was a child growing up in rural America, he loved to learn all about aeroplanes and space. He got his student pilot’s licence when he was just 16 — before he even learned to drive a car! Then he fixed and designed aeroplanes before becoming an astronaut.  
	Remembrance Day
On Thursday we talked about Remembrance day and the soldiers who had died in the war. After one of the big wars was over, poppies grew in the fields where the soldiers fought. We painted and made poppies and we had a 2 minute silence in the playground to remember our lost heroes. The children demonstrated such admirable respect being able to stay still and silent during this time. 

	Charity

This week we talked to the children about our class charity, ‘Pencils of Promise’. It all began with a question. A young boy on the streets of India. “What do you want most in the world?”“A pencil,” he replied.

We talked to the children about how some children don’t have the chance to go to school or learn to read and write. We looked at how life is different in other countries such as India and Ghana. 
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	Parent Conferences

It was fantastic to speak to so many of you and tell you about how well your children have settled into school. Your child’s ‘Next Steps’ (and where we hope to take them next in their learning) will be in your child’s book bag next week.  

Next week…

-We will be learning about Road Safety and raising money for Children in Need (Friday 19th November). The theme this year is….

TOGETHER WE CAN!

With this in mind, the children will be participating in lessons all day about how we can help each other and ourselves. 

On Friday 19th November, we would like everyone to wear their own clothes and bring in £1.
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Thanks so much for all your support.
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Pencils of Promise believe that
everyone deserves access to
quality education.

Visit pencilsofpromise.org or text
POP to 12345 to donate $10 today.
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