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Reception Weekly Learning Update
14th October 2022
	Autumn Art
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The children have been exploring all the autumnal objects that have been brought in and have been using lots of new vocabulary to describe and compare. They have talked about the texture and shape of the conkers and sweet chestnuts. The children have been inspired by the British artist and sculptor Andy Goldsworthy, who creates natural art using natural materials. Some of the children used stones and conkers to make spiral shapes. The children sorted the leaves by colour and then arranged them to make circles (in the style of Andy Goldsworthy). The children worked together and worked collaboratively. The results were very effective. 

	The Gingerbread Man
We read the story of The Gingerbread Man this week. 

We have been using a story map to re-tell the story and made actions to go alongside the pictures, ready to perform for the whole of the infant school in our Harvest assembly next week. Can your child retell the story to you? Each retelling increases the children’s familiarity with the story and offers more opportunities for their participation during the experience. These retellings also help to build vocabulary to use when they create their own stories. It allows children to organise and describe events, which then in turn, enhances reading comprehension.
	Celebrating Black History Month

This week we have been celebrating Black History Month and focused on the theme of “Sharing Journeys” of inspiring black individuals.

Each year group across the school has been focusing on an inspirational figure. In Reception, we have been learning about the life and achievements of Katherine Johnson whose amazing maths skills helped send astronauts to the Moon and back! When Apollo 13 had an explosion in Space, it was Katherine’s clever problem solving that managed to get the astronauts back safely to Earth. She was a real hero! People called her a human computer! This had always been Katherone’s dream job and she worked hard to achieve her goal. This made us think about what the children would like to be when they grow older. We had some big dreams…firefighters, police officers, teachers, mummies and daddies, superheroes, vets, princesses and much more! 

	Harvest Shop 

The children have been really enjoying the Harvest Shop this week. Thank you for the donations of vegetables (this also led to lots of other discussions about growth and change). The children have been counting, making shopping lists, comparing  size and using real money. It has also provided an excellent opportunity for communication and language and re-enacting familiar experiences.

	Xmas Cards

As crazy as it sounds, we started to make Christmas cards this week. The PTA send off our designs and have them made into boxes of cards and other items which can be purchased closer to Christmas. We have linked our design to gingerbread men and have learned how to use a stencil to create the shape. They’re going to look lovely! 
	Fire Drill

We had our very first fire drill this week. We were so proud of how sensible the children were! We had prepared them with a little video in the morning about why we have to have them and that even though it’s a loud noise, it needs to be loud so that everyone hears it. In the afternoon, I spotted lots of the children playing firefighters and putting out their own pretend fires! 

	Next week…

· We will continue to look at signs of Autumn next week so please continue to bring in any conkers, acorns, pine cones or colourful leaves you may find to add to our Autumn areas.

· We will be making gingerbread next week. We always check allergies and dietary requirements beforehand but if for any other reason you do not want your child to eat the gingerbread, please let us know by Wednesday morning. Thank you! 


