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Reception Weekly Learning Update

	The Gingerbread Man

Our story this week has been ‘The Gingerbread Man.  We have been using our story map to re-tell the story and used actions to go alongside the pictures. Can your child retell the story to you? (We will be performing the story to the KS1 children next week). Each retelling increases the children’s familiarity with the story and offers more opportunities for their participation during the experience. These retellings also help to build vocabulary to use when they create their own stories. It allows children to organise and describe events, which then in turn, enhances reading comprehension.

	Writing

The children’s handwriting is coming on beautifully and lots of children are now able to write their own name. 
This week we have been writing the names of the different characters in The Gingerbread Man. Some children are at the stage of hearing the initial sound and choosing the correct magnetic letter, others can hear and write down the initial sound and quite a lot of children are now able to segment the whole word and write it down with a sound mat to help if needed. Our main focus is on forming the letters correctly so that this good habit is instilled as early as possible. 
	Harvest

We were very lucky to be invited to the KS1 Harvest assembly this week which was performed by the Year 2 children. We also had a visit from our chair of governors, Reverand Smith, who led part of the assembly too. 

Next week, Reception and Nursery will be performing our very own assembly for the rest of the school so we have been practising singing some Harvest songs in preparation for this, Maybe your child can sing one for you at home! They could choose between Big Red Combine Harvester, Oats and beans and barley grow or the 5 little gingerbread men song. 

	Harvest Shop 

This week, our maths has been centred around careful counting and, to help us, we have a new Harvest Shop role play are in the play garden. The children have loved choosing a shopping list, grabbing a basket or trolley and carefully counting out the fruit and veg from their list. There are some children who are finding number recognition a little tricky. One way to support number recognition is to have number hunts when you are out and about, e.g. ”The winner is the first person to spot a number 5”. These may be on doors, number plates, sign post, etc. 

Next week, we will be developing the children’s skills further using the shop by writing out our own shopping lists and comparing the weight of the fruit and veg using balance scales. Our veg is now on its last legs so if you have any left over fruit or veg this weekend that you would like to donate to our shop, we would be very grateful. 

	Christmas cards

Crazy as it sounds, we have been making Christmas cards this week. The PTA are planning on raising money for the school by having the children’s designs printed and available for you to buy in the form of Christmas cards, key rings, mugs, tea-towels, etc. In order for them to be ready in time, we have to make them early. We hope you like them when they are revealed!
	Dates for your diary
23rd Oct-Half term break
2nd Nov-Return to school
6th Nov-Diwali Day-own brightly coloured clothes

12th /17th Nov- Parents Evening

21st Nov-Christmas Fair
24th Nov- Maths information meeting (on Zoom)

27th Nov-Reception theatre trip-The Gruffalo at Z-Arts
8th/9th Dec-Nativity Play performances for parents
9th Dec-Christmas Dinner Day
18th Dec-End of term

	Next week…

· We will be creating art using leaves next week as we read the story ‘Leaf Man’ for inspiration. Over the weekend, please could you go on a leaf hunt and find as many interesting, colourful leaves as you can (please can you only send in leaves that are intact and try to avoid crunchy, dry leaves as they tend to break up everywhere) Thank you! 
· We will be performing some Harvest songs such as ‘Oats and Beans and Barley Grow’, ‘Big, Red Combine Harvester’ and the story of ‘The Gingerbread Man’ in an assembly to the KS1 children. 

· For Golden Time next Friday, we will be having a little Halloween party. If your child would like to come into school dressed up in Halloween outfits, then please feel free! If not, own clothes will be fine too.


16th October 2026
