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Reception Weekly Learning Update

 17th September 2021
	Our first full week!!

Well done to all of the boys and girls for their first full week. They really seem to be finding their feet now and are becoming far more independent in looking after themselves and navigating the school. The children can now line up in alphabetical order and can all remember where their carpet place is. 

We are still encouraging the children to tidy away when they have finished an activity, and will continue to work on this over the coming weeks. 

	School Values

This week we have been learning all about our school values, focusing on a different one each day. Our values are kind, happy, proud, resilient, respectful and responsible. We have explored the meaning of each value and have linked these to looking after ourselves, our classroom and each other whilst we are at school. It would be brilliant if you could support us in embedding these values at home too (although we’re sure you already do!).

	Lunchtimes
The children have been brilliant at lunchtimes. We have never seen so many empty plates! You may have noticed that your child has a name label on each day. This is not because we can’t remember their names but so that the dinnertime staff can get to know all of the children.  So far, we have stayed with the children for the whole of lunchtime. Next week, we will be taking a step back in order to give the children more independence but will keep you informed if they are not eating their lunches. 
	Baseline assessments
Over the next couple of weeks it is our job to ‘tease’ rather than ‘teach’ as we settle the children in and find out where their starting points are in all areas of the curriculum. This way, we can carefully plan their next steps in learning. We carry out most of our assessments through observations and enjoy spending time really getting to know your children. This year, we are also carrying out the new statutory baseline assessment which will be used as a starting point to judge the children’s progress at the end of Year 6.  This consists of a series of short literacy and maths tasks carried out 1-1 with the teacher.

	Shared Reading

This week the children have all chosen their first shared reading book to bring home. These are books for you to enjoy together. There is absolutely no expectation to read a certain number of books per week, we simply want to encourage story sharing at home. Children learn so much from listening to stories being read…how to handle books, follow the print, read with expression and intonation and most importantly the discussion you have together will really help to develop your child’s language and comprehension and love of reading! 
	Talking bags

Thank you so much for all of the effort you have made in filling the talking bags. They have been lovely to share together and allow us to get to know your children even better!

We are still working our way through them but will send each bag home as soon as your child has had their turn. If you haven’t sent your bag in yet, there’s still plenty of time! Thank you!

	Mystery books

Today you will find an envelope in your child’s book bag. We would love to borrow one of your books from home that your child would like to share with their school friends. If you would like to take part, please place the book inside the envelope, with your child’s name written on the back, and send it into school next week where it will be kept very safely in a special box. At the end of each day, we will be choosing an envelope at random and sharing the story inside. We can promise you that your books will be kept safe and returned to you as soon as they have been read. Thank you!

	Next week…
We will be holding a curriculum/coffee morning on Wednesday 22nd September at 9.00 a.m. There will be a presentation to watch and then we will pop in at the end to answer any questions you may have. This presentation will be made available to you all afterwards in case you are unable to attend. We will then be holding a phonics meeting the following week on Thursday 30th September at 6.00 p.m. where you will have the chance to see how we teach phonics and how you can help at home
P.S. There will be no P.E. next week but we will start the following week.


