[image: image1.png]J1 J1



[image: image2.png]’I/,cf



Reception Weekly Learning Update

 19th November 2021
	Anti-bullying Week
In order to mark Anti-bullying week, we have had a big focus on kindness all week. We also read the story, Simon Sock, which is about an odd sock desperate to find his matching pair to be his friend. He soon realises though that he doesn’t need his friend to be exactly the same as him and that it’s even more fun to be friends with someone who’s different. Wearing our odd socks this week reminded us that we are all unique and that our differences should be celebrated! 
	Road Safety Week

To mark road safety week, the children learned about the safest places to cross a road and that they should always ‘stop, look, listen and think’. We then acted out a road scene outside with a zebra crossing, a pelican crossing and a lollipop person, We had children riding vehicles on the road and children being pedestrians, wanting to cross the road, It was lots of fun but also a memorable learning activity to ensure these important safety rules are instilled. 

	Science Day
We had a Science Day on Wednesday this week where we learned about shadows and how they are made. We gave the children the challenge of finding out how to make a shadow bigger and how to make it smaller. They made their own shadow puppets to help them find out, using a torch against a large white board. 
Our second investigation was linked to Road Safety week as we investigated which are the safest materials for a pedestrian to wear in the dark. We first of all made our predictions and then tested the materials in a dark box with a torch as the car headlights. We discovered that bright, shiny and reflective materials are best!

	 Phonics and reading books
We have now begun Phase 3 of Phonics which starts with j, v, w and x. Please keep supporting your child by carrying out little activities with the sounds in their sound bags. If you need any help with this, please let us know.
Your child has also received their first reading book today. Please try and read this with them little and often, having lots of patience initially as they sound out each word. Thank you. 
	Maths
This week we have been using the words ‘greater’ and ‘fewer’ to compare 2 sets of objects. This has also required our super counting skills, as we have been pointing and counting an irregular arrangement of objects.

We have also begun to learn about addition and have started with some practical number sentences using counters to help us. The children learned the words ‘add’, ‘plus’ and ‘equals’ and the symbols for these too.

	Nativity Practices                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
This year we will be performing ‘A Wriggly Nativity’ for parents and this week we began rehearsals. Some of your children may have already come home with a few lines to practise if they have a speaking part. Some children will be given these next week. Please practise these with your child so that they feel confident at speaking in a loud, clear voice ready for the performances. 

You will be receiving your tickets for our play next week. We are carrying out three performances this year to reduce audience numbers.

	Next week…
-We will be learning about Toys from the past next week. Please have a look in your child’s book bag for an extra piece of homework…to find out what your favourite toys were when you were little and, if possible, their grandparents’ favourite toys as well.

-As part of our celebrations topic, we will be learning how Thanksgiving is celebrated in America at the end of next week. We are hoping to have a Thanksgiving celebration during Golden Time when we will share some food. As always, we will check dietary requirements but if you’d prefer your child not to take part, please let us know. Thank you!
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