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Reception Weekly Learning Update 

20th January 2023 
	SNOW!
How exciting has the snow been? We have been exploring the snow and PLAYING in the snow. So cold but so much fun. We even painted the snow with food colouring. We read books such as ‘Dot in the Snow’ and ‘Big Fuzzy’ and talked about special friendships. 

	Homes in The Arctic

We have been Exceptional Explorers and have been looking at globes. We have been finding where we live and where the Arctic is. We have compared life in Urmston to live in the Arctic. We have been looking at similarities and differences. We have talked about the Inuit community and how Inuit means ‘hunt’. 
	Mathematics
This week we have been focusing on the number 6. We know the numeral but we have broken this down to get a deeper understanding and talked about the parts of 6. What makes 6? The children enjoyed exploring the ‘part, part, whole’ model. We looked at the ‘six-ness’ of 6. We found 6 o’clock, how to make 6 with Numicon and coins and found hexagons in our environment. We have also been looking at odd and even numbers. We found that even numbers end in 2,4,6,8 and 0 and odd numbers in 1,3,5,7 and 9. The Numicon has helped us to see which numbers are odd and even, when we try and pair up the holes.

	Sledges
It has been so amazing that it’s been snowing this week as we have also been testing the sledges we designed and made. First we had to think about how we could move them. We realised we could use the forces of ‘push’ and ‘pull’. The next challenge was to think how to make the sledges move on their own. How could we make them faster? What made them slower? How could we make them travel further? 
	

	We’re going on a Polar Bear Hunt!
This week we read ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ by Michael Rosen. Lots of the children were already familiar with this story and enjoyed joining in with the repeated phrases and the parts they knew.
We decided to have our own polar bear hunt. The children were asked to think of adjectives to describe the snow, ice, snowstorm, icicles and icy pond. The ideas that the children came up with were fantastic! After that we went on our own polar bear hunt in the play garden and acted out our version of the story. What a fantastic time we had and… we found a polar bear! 
Some of the children then chose to make maps in continuous provision to send to the polar explorers to help locate the polar bear, labelling all of the different landmarks we passed through. 

	That’s not my…

We all know the very popular books, ‘That’s not my…’ Well we read some of these with the children and used them to help the children spot the adjectives. We made a fantastic collection of describing words. Next we passed around a bag to music. When it stopped, we pulled out an object and in pairs, the children said, ‘That’s not my…it’s too…’ It was a great way to see the children generate their own adjectives. This led to us making our own ‘That’s not my…’ books. We linked this with our science and explored some different materials such as shiny, smooth, rough, fuzzy, sparkly etc. The children stuck pieces of chosen materials in their books and then wrote about it using the adjectives learnt. 



	Reading

We have begun Guided Reading (please see additional letter from last week). Please remember to access online reading books as well as the book that comes home. 
	Charity

We have introduced our class charity ‘Pencils of Promise’. This is a charity which builds schools in Ghana, Laos and Guatemala. The children have been keen to bring in pennies to support this charity. 

	Next Week…

We will be learning about Lunar New Year. It is the Year of the rabbit. We have lots of exciting activities planned. 


