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Reception Weekly Learning Update

21st October 2022
	The Gingerbread Man
This week we made gingerbread men which gave us the opportunity to follow a recipe, to weigh and measure the ingredients carefully, watch and describe the changes to the mixture and then to compare this with their baked gingerbread man to see how he had changed in the oven. Some of the children chose to write their own shopping lists for the ingredients too, enabling them to practise numbers and letter shapes.
The children have been using their phonic skills to write labels for the characters in the story. The animals were carefully selected to encourage the children to use some of the letter sounds and shapes they had learnt so far, “man, dog, pig, cat”. Some children used magnetic letters, some wrote the initial sounds and others wrote the whole word.

	Weighing the vegetables
The children were introduced to the weighing using the balance scales this week and had fun comparing the weight of the vegetables to find the heavier/lighter vegetable by watching to see which side of the balance went down or up. They were encouraged to use this language and to find the heaviest/lightest vegetable in the shop. The children particularly enjoyed the challenge of trying to make the scales balance. This required the children to use their problem solving skills and quite a bit of trial and error! 
Your child may like to practise using their hands as balances at home. They could find objects around the house to hold in each hand and compare to find out the heavier/lighter one (which one is pushing their hand down more than the other?) 
	Harvest Assembly
We were so proud of the boys and girls this week as they performed in their very first assembly in front of all of the infant children and staff and also Reverand Smith from Greenfield church (who is also a parent governor). They sang a collection of Harvest songs and performed their re-tell of The Gingerbread Man, using all of the actions they had learnt too. 

During the assembly, the children wore the hats they had made. As well as looking the part, we wanted the children to decorate the gingerbread men with small sequins and buttons to encourage the pincer action as they picked them up. This was a very fiddly job which they all managed to achieve! 

We were also lucky enough to be invited to the KS1 Harvest assembly on Tuesday which we thoroughly enjoyed!

	Finding 1 more

We have been learning how to find one more than a number in maths this week and worked out how many buttons the gingerbread man would have if he had 1 more or how many gingerbread men would there be if we added one more.
	Leaf man

We read the story of Leaf Man on Monday which is a beautifully presented book displaying lots of different animals and people made from leaves, conkers, pine cones etc. The children used this as inspiration to create their own natural masterpieces from leaf dogs to leaf mummies!

	Celebrations

Our new topic next half term is ‘Celebrations’. We would love to talk with the children about any special occasions they have celebrated at home such as birthdays, weddings, christenings, graduations, religious festivals, etc. Please could you send us a photo either on Seesaw, by email or as a hard copy to use as a talking point. It would be great if you could chat with your child beforehand about what they remember from this celebration too. Thank you!  
	Half term…

The children have worked really hard this half term. They are so independent in many of our daily routines now and are brilliant at lining up in alphabetical order!  The children are certainly ready for a well-earned rest. We hope you all have an enjoyable week off and we will look forward to seeing you on Monday 31st October. [image: image3.png]


Well done Everyone!
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