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Reception Weekly Learning Update
28th January 2022
	Penguins
In our learning about the Polar regions, we have focused on Antarctica and found out some interesting facts about the variety of different penguins that live there. We watched a clip of ‘Happy Feet’ and asked ourselves if they can really dance. We collected lots of facts about what we already knew but had not realised just how many different kinds there were! We watched some clips to see how the emperor penguin, which is the tallest one, manages to look after an egg until it hatches, despite the freezing temperatures. We read the story called ‘The Emperor’s Egg’ which explains in detail how it is the job of the male penguin to care for the egg until it hatches! 
We have practised our ‘penguin walking waddles’ and had a go at transferring a bean bag to each other without it touching the ground, just like the penguin parents do with their eggs. 

The children were fascinated when watching the clips and showed real concern for the safety and survival of the penguin chicks.

The children have written their own sentences about some of the facts they had learnt. We have encouraged the children to use capital letters at the beginning of their sentences and a full stop at the end. Some children are starting to leave finger spaces between their words too.
 

	Measuring Penguins
We have practised how to measure accurately using non-standard units. The challenge was to use an ice cube measuring strip to measure a family of penguins and to record their heights. We used the language of taller, shorter, tallest, shortest to compare their heights. The children are learning the importance of using objects that are the same when they measure, e.g lolly pop sticks, cubes, duplo bricks, straws. You may like to find objects to measure and compare around the house. What units of measure could you use? Can your child tell you which object is the longest/tallest/shortest?
	Winter shop

The children have continued to practise using the correct coins to pay for items in the Winter shop. Here are some useful links to activities we have used to practise making different amounts with 1p, 2p,5p and 10p coins. We have also practised counting in 2s, 5s and 10s to help us when we use those coins to pay. 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/money/toy-shop-money
Pay for it game-https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/payForIt/index.html
Your child may like to set up their own shop and practise handling money to practise paying for different amounts up to 10p or 20p if they are confident.

	Sledge investigation

We used our sledge models to carry out some problem solving tasks in small groups. The children were encouraged to work as a team and communicate their ideas as they found ways of making their sledges move. They investigated how to make their sledge move without pushing or pulling it and how they could make their sledge move even faster. They also compared the effect of a rough surface with a smooth surface. The children came up with some brilliant ideas and their resilience was certainly put to the test as they tried to build steeper ramps to speed up their sledges. This activity really encouraged the children to keep on trying out ideas and that it’s okay to make mistakes because they help us learn something new. The children also used their new measuring skills, using non-standard units, to find out how far their sledge travelled. 



	Our Next Topic is….
Over the next two weeks we will celebrate Chinese New Year which is always an exciting topic. It will be the year of the tiger. The children will learn about Chinese customs, make lanterns, fans, money packets and cards and learn some paper folding techniques to help them make a paper dragon puppet.
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We will listen to the story about the animal race that decided the animal order and practise writing the ordinal numbers, 1st, 2nd, 3rd etc. We will begin to learn a special New Year song ready to perform in our dragon parade at the end of the topic.



