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Reception Weekly Learning Update

3rd February 2023
	Lunar New Year

We have continued to celebrate Lunar New Year this week. We have learnt about The Great Wall of China and made our own versions in the construction. We have also dined like Emperors having our ‘Chinese Banquet’. We learned how to hold and use chopsticks, which was very tricky! Some of the boys and girls were amazing at using them- much better than the grown-ups! We tasted prawn crackers and noodles and then finished with a fortune cookie. The children loved hearing what their future was going to hold!

	Lion Dance
After watching a Chinese lion dance we discussed what we could see, what we could hear and how the lion moved. We then found out what the 10 basic steps of a lion dance were and tried to copy these movements outside with a partner. The children then performed using lion heads whilst other children played the drums and cymbals for them to dance to. We really were proud performers this week! 
	Making Fans and Dragons

The children have been developing their design and technology skills by being ‘Dynamic Designers’. We began by learning how to fold the paper in a concertina to make a fan. The challenge then was to think of a way to hold it closed when we weren’t using it. There were lots of ideas such as paper clip, tape, string and elastic bands. We talked about which ideas worked best and why. This skill was then built on to make our dragons. We used the same concertina skill to build the body of the dragon. 

	Writing a Recount

This week we watched a short clip of a little boy called Ian. He was celebrating Lunar New Year with his family. We saw how he received his red envelope with money in, made dumplings, watched the lion and dragon dances and did some Chinese writing. Just like us Ian listened to the zodiac story of the great race and had a big celebration meal with his family. Ian was a bit of a character so the children loved watching him. We then talked about writing a ‘recount’ of something which has happened. They were able to write recounts of Ian’s Chinese New Year celebrations. It was brilliant to see how the children are now able to apply their phonics to their writing. 
	Money

We have been learning all about lucky red envelopes that are given at Chinese New Year. We then challenged the children to make their own red envelopes, making sure they were sealed carefully around the edges so that the money couldn’t fall out but also ensuring that there was an opening at the top. This was a very popular activity and the children loved decorating them with Chinese letters! 

We had lots of conversations about the amount of money which we would put inside which led us on to learning about the different values of coins. The children were surprised to discover that we don’t have 3p and 4p coins but then learnt how they could use 1p and 2p coins to make larger totals.

	Maths

There has been ‘Double Trouble’ this week as we learnt all about doubling numbers to 5. We began by watching an episode of Numberblocks where they had a magic doubling mirror. We used mirrors in class to find out doubles, we made doubles on our fingers , we doubled the Numicon and built pairs of Numberblocks to work out doubles too! 

	Next week is the last week of this half term! It has flown by!  We will be marking Children’s mental health awareness week by focusing on ‘What makes me me?’ and will be turning our attention to the south as we learn about the Antarctic and the Emperor penguins who live there.



