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Reception Weekly Learning Update            
4th March 2022
	Pancake Day
The children learned why Pancake Day is celebrated this week as we discussed Lent and how in the past people would use up all of their eggs, milk and butter to make pancakes in readiness for giving up these foods during Lent. 
The children all followed a recipe to make pancakes and also enjoyed taking part in pancake races. They displayed a great deal of perseverance as they attempted to flip their pancakes during the race!

	Maths
After lots of discussions over our favourite pancake toppings this week, we decided to find out which is most popular. The children decorated a mini paper pancake with their favourite topping which we then used to create a big pictogram. This helped the children to see which pancakes were most popular and least popular.

The children also found out how to use tick charts to collect information and then filled in their own charts to gather information such as their friends’ favourite colours, favourite drink, favourite character, etc.

Both of these activities were a great way to compare quantities using the language more, less, fewer, greater, most, least, many and few. We have also been encouraging children to count out pancakes in continuous provision and compare the number of pancakes on each plate using this language again.
	Writing
After reading the story ‘Mr Wolf’s Pancakes’, the children wrote lists of ingredients in continuous provision and then wrote a set of instructions for making pancakes.  The children learned about how they have to be bossy when giving instructions and also the importance of placing the instructions in the right order, using numbers to sequence them. 

	World Book Day

We had such a fantastic time on World Book Day! Thank you so much for making such an effort with all of the costumes. This really made the day so memorable for your children. 

We began by taking part in the World Book Day parade to show off our amazing outfits to the juniors, who then paraded for us too. We watched ‘The Masked Reader’ where we had to guess which teacher was reading a quote from a story. This was fairly tricky as the children do not know many of the other teachers in the school so we guessed the names of the characters instead! In the afternoon, we all got into teams to take part in a fairytale quiz. This was a lot of fun! It did highlight the fact we probably need to read a lot more fairytales with the children though, especially when they thought the poisoned food in Snow White was broccoli! 

Of course, amongst all of this fun, we didn’t forget the true meaning behind World Book Day and took the time to read lots of stories throughout the day. 
	Addition

We have revisited addition this week with a focus on counting the correct number of counters to solve a number sentence. This activity demonstrated just how good some of the children are becoming at recalling number bonds as, for some, they already knew the answer without even having to use the counters! Amazing! 

	Art

The children have continued to work with watercolours this week and began the background for their jungle themed painting by creating a wash that gets lighter and lighter by adding more water to it. Each week, we will add a little more to our mixed media jungles!
	QR codes

We have been thinking about all of the places we have seen QR codes out and about. Lots of the children have seen them on phones and in restaurants and play centres. We talked about how they can quickly take us to a webpage or can help us order food or print off return labels, etc.

The children then worked in pairs with an ipad to scan QR codes all over the classroom which opened up pictures of different animals. The children decided if these were pets of wild animals and recorded the information in on a tick chart.

	Library Visits

Our first library visit took place today with a small group of children from across Reception and was very successful. These visits will continue each Friday for the rest of the half-term so that every child has their turn to visit the library. 
	


