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	Our senses
This week we have been learning all about our five senses. We explored our sense of taste with a variety of foods and thought about whether they tasted sweet, salty, bitter, sour or spicy. We learned that we taste with the taste buds on our tongue and then a message is sent to our brain which decides if we like it or not. For touch we had to feel different objects inside a box and guess what they were. For our sense of hearing, we matched the sound of musical instruments being played to the actual instrument. For smell, we had to smell the mystery pots and match them to the pictures of either garlic, coffee, soap and toothpaste. Next week, for sight, we will be observing the differences and similarities between ourselves and each other. We also discussed how some people are unable to use all of their senses. Some children told us that their grandparents have hearing aids when we discussed these! The children were also fascinated to learn about Stevie Wonder who is able to play the piano so well even though he is unable to see. We read a story about his life and then enjoyed listening to some of his music too.

	Maths: Repeating Patterns 
This week we have continued learning about repeating patterns with the challenge of making as many different patterns around the classroom as possible! 
We have also been learning about subitising. This is where you can identify how many objects are in a set just by looking at them, without having to count. We have been practising ‘fast fingers’ where we call out a number and have to show it on our fingers as fast as we can and have even stretched the children’s brains a little further by asking them to show a number using 2 hands.
You can help with subitising at home by playing dice games. Recognising the number of dots on a dice is a great way of practising this skill. One of the children made up their own game this week where we had to roll the dice and collect the same number of lollipop sticks. The winner was the person with the most sticks once they had all run out. Not only were the children subitising their dice score but also practising their counting and comparing skills and their turn-taking skills too. Well done to Bethany for this great idea!
	 Phonics
This week, the children have learned the sounds i, n, m and d and have been super excited to realise that they can now read some words and even some simple, short captions.
Your child will have come home with another Phonics home help sheet. It is so helpful if you could work through these sheets with your child each week, to help them to consolidate what we have learnt in class. Please support your children with the letter formations on the back too.

	
	Handwriting
You will hear us talking a lot about handwriting this year as it is a foundational skill that our children will need to develop in readiness for Year One. This week we had our first ‘Pen Disco’ but before we began, we had to learn the correct sitting position when writing-chair pushed in, body upright and both feet flat on the floor. The children practiced forming the key shapes needed for the formation of letters including circles, crosses and diagonal lines. We first focused on line control with coloured pens but then switched to pencils to develop pencil pressure. 

	Executive Functioning
Executive functioning is something we briefly discussed at our Reception Curriculum meeting and underpins our ability to learn. It is the brain’s "management system" that helps us plan, focus, remember instructions, and manage emotions to get things done. 
The Three Core Parts
· Working memory: How your child holds and uses information in their mind for a short time.
· Flexible thinking: How your child switches gears, solves problems, and adapts when plans change.
· Self-control: How your child stops to think before acting, resists impulses, and calms big feelings
It is important that we support and develop your child’s executive functioning to help them become successful learners but we need your help too. 
To help get you started, we have posted a range of simple activities on Seesaw that you can use at home. Please do give them a try, children always make most progress when we work together to support their learning. Thank you! 

	Baselines
We are coming close to the end of our baseline assessments now which are really helping us build a full picture of your child and what their next steps are in learning. Most of these will be addressed in our whole class learning and continuous provision but some children may need a little extra help in certain areas or will have more bespoke next steps. Over the next week or so, you may receive a message from us on Seesaw if we feel there are any areas your child needs a little extra practice in. Please do not be concerned! The children all have different starting points and may not have all had the same teaching prior to starting Reception. We may even invite some of you in for a quick chat. Again, this is nothing to worry about. We just want to keep you informed and work together to help your child make the best progress possible. 
For all other parents, we will discuss next steps with you at Parents’ evening which will be taking place on Tuesday 12th November and Thursday 19th November.

	Next week…
We are going to be learning about the nature sculptor, Andy Goldsworthy, and will be creating our own nature art just like him. Over the weekend, if you are able, please could you go on a little nature walk to collect as many conkers, acorns and pinecones as you can find and bring them to school on Monday for us to use. Thank you! We will also be learning about the human body and will begin exploring numbers to 5 in more depth. 
Friday 9th October- World Mental Health Day- Your children are invited to wear yellow to celebrate the value of happiness. Children do not need to wear their school uniforms on this day.
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