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Reception Weekly Learning Update

30th September 2022
	Ourselves Topic
We have continued learning about our bodies this week with a focus on labelling our body parts and finding out about some of our internal organs such as our lungs, heart and brain. 

The children investigated how their lungs work by using straws to inflate 2 balloons which they found fascinating. Our learning has also prompted lots of questions from the children about bones, muscles and blood. 
Painting a self-portrait

The children have used mirrors to look at themselves carefully ready to paint their faces.

This has caused much discussion and comparison with their friends. We have compared similarities and differences in our hair colour and length and style as well as our eye and skin colour.

The children have been working carefully to mix their own colours to show all their unique and special features and we’re looking forward to displaying them in the classroom.



	Maths-sorting and matching

This week we have been looking at similarities and differences between ourselves which led us on to looking at similarities and differences between all sorts of objects.

We have been just like Captain Creative and have been doing so much sorting and matching- a real problem solving skill! We have been sorting buttons, poms, little figures, shapes, fruit, animals and more! When doing this, the children have explained how they have sorted whether this be by size, shape, colour, category, etc.

Hopefully all of this sorting will help towards the children’s tidying skills! 


	P.E.

The children enjoyed another PE lesson this week. 

We have been learning how our bodies need oxygen which is carried around our body in our blood (they were amazed to see 24 of their milk bottles filled with the amount of blood they have in their body!). Before our P.E. lesson, we learned that our heart pumps the blood around the body to deliver the oxygen to muscles to give them lots of energy. We then carried out an experiment in P.E. to find out which exercises make our hearts beat faster. The children found out that when they ran quickly their hearts had to beat really fast to get more oxygen around the body to give our muscles more energy. We had to breathe faster too to fill our lungs with more oxygen.

The routine of undressing and dressing themselves in their PE clothing or uniform is often a challenge for some children at first and we do try to ensure that every child gets the correct clothing back on and into their P.E. bags. This week, we noticed that there were still a lot of items that were not named. Please could you do a quick check over the weekend to ensure all clothing is labelled? 



	Poet visit

Matt Goodfellow, a local children’s poet, came to visit us at school yesterday. He told us some of his very funny poems and we joined in with actions and funny voices. He even wrote a poem with us about all the animals we could see at the ‘Zany Zoo’. It’s a very simple idea… “At the Zany zoo, I could see 5 tall giraffes, 4 cheeky monkeys” etc. We call them ‘Gimme 5’ poems. This inspired us to write our own poem in the classroom about our body parts. Maybe you could make up your own ‘Gimme 5’ poem at home too! We’d love to hear them! Matt has a couple of books published called ‘Chicken on the roof’ and ‘Caterpillar Cake’ if you are interested in having a look.

	Phonics
Thank you to everyone who was able to attend our Phonics Evening this week. Thank you for your positive feedback, we hope you found the presentation and the activities informative and useful.

As a follow up to the meeting you will find more information in your child’s book bag next week to help with practising phonics, reading and writing at home. Please look out for this.
A copy of the powerpoint used in the meeting will be emailed out soon.

Please do come and ask if you need any of the information explaining if you were unable to attend the meeting.

This week we have started learning the first set of sounds in Phase 2.

Your child will have come home with a sound bag today. Every week we put in little sound cards of the sounds we have learnt during the week and word cards for the children to practise sounding out and reading at home. 
 Please can you ensure that your child brings their sound bag into school each Friday so that we can add more cards to it each week. Thank you!


