
Wisdom and War in Ancient Greece 

Overview and rationale: 

Ancient Greece became renowned for the legacy it gave to the world in its development of 

government, science, philosophy, religion and art. Studying Ancient Greece allows children 

to build on what they learnt in their study of important civilizations around the world, 

namely Ancient Egypt, the Shang Dynasty and Mayan civilization. Even though the Mayans 

chronologically come before the Greeks, our team feel that the depth of discussion and de-

bate in evaluating the influence that Ancient Greece had on European society (including 

exploring concepts of respect for democracy and responsibility in society, philosophical de-

bate, as well looking into the themes of leadership, religion and societal values) is more 

suited to Y6’s maturity and enables these themes to be fresh in their minds in their prepa-

ration for secondary school. Children will explore Greek culture through the arts and will 

explore further the legacy of this influential period in history, taking a brief look at advances 

in knowledge of medicine and the human body and even finding out about the first female 

physician, Agnodice, and the challenges that she and other women of the time faced. On 

the flip side, and following the historical themes throughout KS2, Year 6 will also continue 

to learn about how leadership styles, invasion and war (with a focus on Alex The Great, the 

grit of the Spartans and the artistry and creativity of the Atheneans), played a major part in 

the development of these great cultural dynasties and the historical and geographical effect 

that this had on other people and nations as the civilisation expanded into an empire. 






