
  

  
 

 
 

Current rate of attendance for the school year: 96% (Target: 98%) 

 
3rd May 2019 

 

‘BELIEVE, ACHIEVE, SERVE’  

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

As you know on 2
nd

 April the school was inspected by Ofsted under Section 8 

of the Education Act 2005. Ofsted’s judgement was that the school continues 

to be good. Her Majesty’s Inspector Gill Pritchard reported that the school has 

continued to improve since the last inspection in 2015.  She wrote “The 

school’s Christian ethos shines out.  Your mission statement, to ‘believe, 

achieve and serve’ is embedded well into school practices …All pupils who I 

spoke with during the inspection were polite, well-mannered and thoughtful in 

their responses to questions that I posed.  Pupils were quick to open doors for 

me and, like the adults in the school, were very welcoming…The vast majority 

of pupils who responded to Ofsted’s on-line survey said that they enjoy 

learning at the school…The vast majority of parents and carers who responded 

to Parent View …were equally positive…You are working effectively with 

governors, other leaders and staff to enhance your curriculum …in a broad 

range of subjects, including English and mathematics, but also art, drama and 

music…Such developments …are ensuring that all pupils …receive learning 

which excites and engages them and challenges their thinking further”.  I 

sincerely believe that this report belongs to everyone in the school community 

and that as a community we can all feel very proud.  Thank you for your 

fantastic support.     

 

We said goodbye at this afternoon’s assembly to Mrs Collister, who retired on 
Tuesday.  We are grateful for the contribution she has made at Ursuline and 
wish her a long, healthy and happy retirement. 
 
Y1 had the first Tournament Day of the summer term.  They did Athletics and 
the result was: 
1

st
 Overdale 

2
nd 

 St Olaves  
3

rd
  Inveralt 

4
th
  Seathwaite 

Well done to everyone for such an enjoyable and competitive event. 
 
Well done to Y4 for their outstanding behaviour during the residential visit to 
Peak Venture (24

th
 – 26

th
 April).  They threw themselves into every activity and 

had a great time.  It was an important part of their social development.  Thanks 
to the staff who looked after them so well. 
 
Well done to Anya McEneaney, Maisy Kinsella and Imogen Moore who 
attended the CAPITAL 500 Words writing competition presentation on 
Wednesday.  The theme was ‘Animals’.  They were our school winners and 
received prizes from Sean Dick (Chester Zoo).  Congratulations to Maisy who 
was the KS1 CAPITAL winner.  She received tickets to visit the zoo with her 
family.  We are very proud of all three children – their writing was amazing! 
 
 
 

 

 

Forthcoming 

Events 
 

 

Monday 6th May: 

 Bank Holiday 

 

Tuesday 7th May: 

 KS1 SATs start 

 PTFA Film Night 

(Years 3-6) 

 

Friday 10th May: 

 Y3/4 Mini Skills 

Tournament 

 

Monday 13th May: 

 KS2 SATs start 

 

Thursday 16th May: 

 KS2 SATs finish 

 

Friday 17th May: 

 Ursuline Eurovision 

 

Monday 20th May: 

 Ursuline Eurovision – 

the Results Show! 

 

Tuesday 21st May: 

 Y1 Phonics Check 

parents’ meeting (6-

7pm) 

 Meeting for parents 

of children starting 

school in September 

2019 (7pm) 

 

Wednesday 22nd May: 

 ‘Show Racism the Red 

Card’ Theme Day 

 

Thursday 23rd May: 

 May Procession (2pm) 

 

Friday 24th May: 

 KS1 SATs finish 

 Y5 Cricket 

Tournament 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Congratulations to our Y4 Cricket team who won the Crosby & District Cricket Tournament today.  They 
performed brilliantly with the bat, with the ball and in the field.  The staff reported that their teamwork was 
outstanding!  Thanks to Mr Long, one of our governors, for his coaching session with them this week. 
 
Our ‘Hot Chocolate with the Head’ sessions continue for those children who have gone over and above the 
call of duty during the week.  It is one idea we have recently introduced to honour and celebrate the best 
behaviour at our school.  I can’t tell you how enjoyable it is to do this – a real privilege to share the company 
of such wonderful children.  
 
Our visits to local care homes started up again today.  This is such an important part of our children’s social 
and moral development.  They interact with the elderly so naturally and show personal qualities we would 
otherwise be unaware of. 
 
Mrs Lysaght is currently teaching Mindfulness across school.  The programme is called Paws b.  It is an 
invaluable support for children’s wellbeing.  Next week we will be appointing Mindfulness Champions to take 
this to the next level.  Mrs Lysaght has also written to parents/carers offering six 1 hour sessions to explore 
Mindfulness and become aware of the programme.  Please let her know by returning the slip attached to her 
letter.   
 
Some of our Y5 pupils (and those who attend our Children’s Opera after school club) have been invited to 
sing at the start of tonight’s CLAPPERBOARD UK’s 2019 awards ceremony at Hope University's Capstone 
Theatre. This high profile event is where CLAPPERBOARD premieres short films made by young people 
with learning difficulties or special needs. It is an opportunity for their friends, families, funders, board 
members, patrons and press to celebrate their achievements. Our children will be performing “The Prayer” 
and “That’s Amore”, which they learned and performed to a very high standard during last year’s Opera 
Project with Mr and Mrs Weissensteiner from Absolute Children’s Opera. 
 
All classes are busy rehearsing for our Eurovision Song Contest on 17

th
 May.   

 
Thanks to the PTFA Committee for organising our Film Night, for pupils from Reception to Y2, on Tuesday 
after school. 
 
House Teams overall current standings are: 
Position House Team  Points 

1
st
  Inveralt (Red)  191 

2
nd  

St Olave’s (Blue) 190 

3
rd

    Overdale (Green) 167  

4
th
   Seathwaite (Yellow) 162  

  
    

YOU MAY HAVE NOTICED FROM THE TOP OF THE NEWSLETTER THAT OUR RATE OF 

ATTENDANCE FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR IS STILL AT 96%.  WE NEED A BIG EFFORT FROM 

EVERYONE DURING THIS FINAL TERM OF THE SCHOOL YEAR TO REACH OUR TARGET OF 98%. 

 

On a personal note will you please remember the family of Madeleine McCann (missing 12 years today) in 
your prayers.  Kate and Gerry are close personal friends to me, my wife and daughter and we know how 
much people’s prayers mean to them. 
 
Thank you for your continuing support. 
 
REMINDERS  

 Set off a bit earlier in the morning to ensure your child arrives before the gates are locked at 8.55am.  

 The gate on Blundellsands Road is reserved for Reception children and their siblings.  All other pupils 
enter through the gate on Nicholas Road. 

 There is no entitlement to take holidays during term time. I can only approve these in exceptional 
circumstances. Applications should include a written description of the circumstances. Being 
taken out of school at any time is an obstacle to children making progress and should be avoided.  

 Please do not park on or stop at the yellow zig-zags during the times stated on the road side sign. It is 
both dangerous and irresponsible.  

.   

Thank you for your ongoing support.  
 

 
Mark McQueen  
Head Teacher 


