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WINTER RUNDERLAND
On the 1st December, students from UCPS started their WinterRUNderland challenge along with children from
other schools throughout the region. The Winter RUNderland is a Christmas themed, physical activity challenge for
students in EYFS, KS1 & KS2.
Every Christmas Eve Santa Claus travels around the globe to deliver presents to all of the worlds' children. Of
course he doesn't do this alone and relies on his trusty reindeer to help him. They get tired quickly and need
plenty of carrots to give them energy. Children are in competing class bubbles to see how many carrots they can
accumulate. Who can help get Santa around the world first?
Every class/bubble who completes the challenge and gets Santa and his reindeers around the world (i.e. manages
to record 300 minutes of physical activity between the 1st - 18th December) will be entered into a prize draw
to receive a free block of school sport coaching for the school. Mr. McVittie-Mathews

REMINDER: CHRISTMAS LUNCH
We would like to invite all our children who would normally have a packed lunch the option to have a Christmas School Meal on Thursday
17th December. If your child is currently on school meals we do not need to know as your child will automatically receive a Christmas
Meal.
If your child is in Years 3 to 6 this meal will cost £2.30
If your child is in Reception, Year 1 or 2 this meal will be free. If your child is entitled to Free School Meals but usually chooses a packed
lunch this meal is also free.
Whatever your circumstances, please inform the office by email and if you need to pay do so on the Sunderland City Council website (Pay
– School meals & expenses – Usworth Colliery Primary – School meals). You can pay anytime from now and please make sure that you
put CHRISTMAS LUNCH in the message box when you pay.
We need to know number by Monday 7th December so that the kitchen can order the food.

INTER-HOUSE COMPETITION
The winners of the inter-house ‘bounce about’ competition are phoenix! Children from KS1 and KS2 took part see who could record the
most tennis ball bounces in 30 seconds. They really enjoyed developing their concentration and accuracy skills. Who will be the winners
next half term?

CHRISTMAS DRESS DOWN DAY
On the final day of term, Friday 18th December, the children are allowed to wear non-uniform. They can wear Christmas jumpers if they
wish, but do not feel that you have to go and buy anything new (you will have enough to spend your money on at this time of year without
another expense).

REMINDER: STAFF PANTOMIME
This year we will be recording our staff pantomime – ‘Trouble in Pantoland’, which will feature
all your favourite pantomime characters (played by the same people as usual) and the same
jokes! The recording will be made available via a link to Vimeo as we did with the whole
school assemblies during lockdown. Access will be £5 per link and you can pay for this via
Sunderland City Council website (Pay – School meals & expenses – Usworth Colliery Primary
– Contribution to school funds). You can pay anytime from now and please make sure that
you put STAFF PANTOMIME in the message box when you pay.
All funds raised will go towards school fund. The link for the pantomime will be sent to you via
email on Friday 11th December and you will be able to access it until the end of December.
This means that you can watch it as many times as you like! Oh, yes you can!
WATCH OUT FOR A PREVIEW COMING EARLY NEXT WEEK!

RECOMMENDED READING – NEW RELEASES
WHAT SHALL WE BUILD BY OLIVER JEFFERS
A spectacular new title from world-renowned artist Oliver Jeffers, creator of the million-copy selling,
global phenomenon Here We Are!
What shall we build, you and I? I'll build your future and you'll build mine.
We'll build a watch to keep our time.
A father and daughter set about laying the foundations for their life together. Using their own special
tools, they get to work; building memories to cherish, a home to keep them safe and love to keep
them warm.

DOJO POINTS
Check out our dojo/house point counter at https://www.usworthcolliery.co.uk/children/house-point-counter. Children are awarded points
throughout the week for following the Colliery Code. This week’s classes with the most house points are:
1st – 2ES
2nd – The Base
3rd – 4CS

PARKING
I spoke to a local councillor yesterday who had received a complaint from a resident who said that they nearly knocked a child over who
was crossing the road between parked cars outside of school. Despite the staggered start and fewer cars, the road outside is very
dangerous. This is due to parents/carers parking on the yellow lines and generally dangerous driving. I ask you to please take care and
where possible park safely at the back of the school.
We are constantly calling the council asking them for support and they have said that we are one of a few schools where there are issues
in the area. They are going to be working with us in the new year. This will include work with the children and sending home travel
surveys. They are also going to be having more frequent camera cars driving past at the beginning and the end of the day.

AUTUMN TERM DATES 2020
Friday 11th December
Autumn Term Reports (sent out to parents).
Friday 18th December
Christmas dress down day
Monday 21st December to Monday 4th January – CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS
Monday 4th January 2021
TEACHER TRAINING DAY
Tuesday 5th January 2021
Children back in school

WEEKLY ONLINE SAFETY GUIDE – TIK TOK (see below)
TWITTER STARS
Remember to check out this week’s Twitter Stars! These are tweeted on: @TStarKS1_UCPS or @TStarKS2_UCPS. They also appear
on @UCPrimary and on our website Twitter feed.

ATTENDANCE WINNERS
These classes have the highest attendance this week. Well done everyone!
Whole school attendance – 95.6%
EYFS/KS1 – 2CB with 97.9% KS2 – 4RD with 97.8%

Mr Gary Wright

Headteacher

