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€-grass-in the show te t

the crowd waited inipatiéntly‘"

" hissed Pete. “IT'S ONLY TRI_
disappointed. -
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THE LANTERNS WENT OUT.

In the darkness the crowd fidgeted with
excitement. There was a cough, a whisper

and then
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EVERYONE
HELD THEIR BREATH.

THE HANDLE BEGAN TO TURN

-\
J
‘i_ NOW ONE DIM SPOTLIGIHT
\ found a barrel organ, still and silent on the stage.
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UP JUMPED A BARREL ORGAN MONKEY,
all made of wood and tiny hinges. ™™

H E BRECKONED

D 1Y

PosI TG HT THE MECHANICAL TOYS..

A red-eyed crocodile snapped at a running boy’s heel.
A ballerina turned on her pink satin shoe.
Painted animals paraded into the ark and

A FLYING MACHINE LURCHED THROUGH THE AIR,

UP. UP AND OVER THE MOON.
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ae' amment .the ' tifhgicrotiks of* the
sledanlcdNtoys cdst -their own spell. Then

they slowed, jerked awkwardly and were stis

THE SOLEMN MONKEY TOOK A STIFF BOW AND

THE CURTAINS CLOSED

“NOW,” SAID LEON,

EDGING FORWARD IN- THE DARK.
«“NOQW IT'S GOING O HAPPEN.”

“Qutside in the night an owl hooted. With a SWis

FHE CURTAINS OPENED.- ‘
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Sparks flew from his fingertips.

LEON COULD SMELL

THE MAGI




sPRUST NOTHING.. ? SAID ABDUL KAZAD,

©gee BRLIBYE B BYBRYDHINGV
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HE THREW HIS ARMS INTO THE AIR
AND THE MAGIC BEGAN.

PAPER FLOWERS BLOSSOMED FROM HIS SLEEVES;
silk scarves changed colour at a whispered
word; water, poured into a hat, turned into

night air. =
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The crowd wads amazed. Then Abdul g

aside and there was a door. A doog
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LEON KNEW IT HAD TO

He stepped up to the stage 4

INTO THE

There was d GASP from LitH

THE DOOR SHUT BEHIND HIM
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, down, upti] he tumbled optg 4 ¢
said a boy ip biyge Pantaloon troygers.
‘Where an [9” asked LEON,
‘This is THE PLAGE BETWER
Between Wi ATy

arpet.
“HELLOf

N,;' said the boy,




badpri BTNG % B D .,.\.?g,

, :
.“gyﬂ...v. B R 2605

i
5
s

s SRl 8 : .Hm:@‘ Lok )

<
YH R R B




W me?" asked LEQN. The boy smi

arpet a tug, With , SWoop, off th
ds and doves f]

led. "Hold qp tight.”
ey 11




est. “Do you live here?" asked LEON, his eyes huge with ander.

The carpet came to T
ery night.

“No." said the boy. “But my father is a great magician. He makes me disappear ev
If 1 help him he will teach me magic. " '
Then LEON felt something soft wriggling behind him.

led in his arms. The boy stroked her ears.
led back."

1 white rabbit climbed gently onto

LEON's lap and nest
‘ghe is always here,” he said sadly. “She was never ca
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LEON hugged the lonely rabbit and gazed around the PLAGE BETWEEN, enchanted and amazed,
Suddenly, the boy began to float away. "My father is calling," he said. It is time to go,"

LEON waved. “Goodbye," he cried. “I'l] pever forget!”
Then, from far away, he heard an echo of his 0WD name.

‘LEON, come back to us. L, BON, RETURN.,..”
LEON felt the magic lift him off the ground and back into darkpess.
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LEON HEARD A SHARP T4
The door of the box opened before h

LE ON S CECP PR Ot
with the white rabbit still in his dr

S%A

took a majestic bow.

THE CROWD CHEERED AND CLAPP
Tom and Little Mo clapped loudest Off
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LEON HEARD A SHARP T¢
The door of the box opened bhefoilgll

LEON STEUPPE:-D @

with the white rabbit still in his a1

UL Baza

took a majestic bow. -l

THE CROWD CHEERED AND CLAPY
Tom and Little Mo clapped loudest of
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asked Pete as they shuffled out into the night.
fOENEoULee he did,” said Tom. “See, this is a
magic rabbit.” He stroked her long, soft“edrs.

- “BUT WHERE DID YOU GO|?"

dsked Little Mo. -2

DY

b 1 WENT T0O THE @1@%
THAT MAGIC TAKES Yor,”

he said.
“Can anyone go there?” sighed Little Mo with d

yawn. LEON /lifted her up onto his shoulders

-t ”Yes anyone Mo,” he said. =l
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SANYONE L%
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