	Valley Primary School Art Curriculum Statement

	Intent

	[bookmark: _Hlk159483529]At Valley, our intent is to provide pupils a high-quality art curriculum, which develops creativity, sets challenges, engages and inspires children with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. Our aim is to give pupils every opportunity to develop their ability, nurture their talent and interests, express their ideas and thoughts about the world, as well learning about art and artists across cultures and through history. Children will be encouraged to take risks and reflect whilst appreciating the process and journey rather than simply the final product, this involves evaluating their work and the work of others. Children will explore a variety of artists and their techniques and take inspiration to create their own artworks in their particular styles. We equip them with the skills required to understand the language of art and design. This enables them to describe what they see in detail and express what they feel and think through the use of colour and texture. We intend for all children to acquire appropriate subject knowledge, skills and understanding as set out in the National Curriculum. Our intent reflects the school’s three curriculum drivers:
· Community: Throughout our curriculum, we hope to raise pupils to understand how art affects their lives and inspire them to become resourceful, ambitious citizens who will be able to contribute to the growth of art in the future. We welcome community members into Valley to contribute their knowledge and real-world experiences in order to provide context and meaning to our education.
· Our Place in History: Through Art, we encourage children to think critically and reflect on issues that impact themselves and the wider world. Our curriculum aims to give children an understanding of the history of Art and how it has had an impact on contemporary life and different times and cultures. 
· Ambition and Aspiration: Our Art curriculum intends to unlock our children’s full potential and develop them to be future artists and craftspeople with the skills to explore, invent, create and reflect.


	Implementation 

	At Valley, we use the Kapow Primary Art scheme which is designed with five strands that run throughout. These are:
· Generating ideas
· Using sketchbooks
· Making skills, including formal elements (line, shape, tone, texture, pattern, colour)
· Knowledge of artists
· Evaluating and analysing 
Lessons are always practical in nature and encourage experimental and exploratory learning with pupils using sketchbooks to document their ideas. Differentiated guidance is available for every lesson to ensure that lessons can be accessed and enjoyed by all pupils and opportunities to stretch pupils’ learning are available when required. Creativity and independent outcomes are robustly embossed into our units, supporting students in learning how to make their own creative choices and decisions, so that their Art outcomes, whilst still being knowledge-rich, are unique to the pupil and personal. The units of lessons are sequential, allowing children to build their skills and knowledge, applying them to a range of outcomes. Key skills are revisited again and again with increasing complexity in a spiral curriculum. The skills and knowledge that children acquire are shared amongst four main areas of Art: 
· Drawing
· Painting and Mixed Media
· Sculpture and 3D
· Craft and Design
The units covered and progression throughout these areas of learning are outlined in the Progression of Skills document. 


	Impact

	The goal of Valley's Art curriculum is to give students a variety of artistic skills. They should be able to talk about the artwork they see and be familiar with a wide variety of artists and craftspeople. We expect children to be able to look at an image or a piece of artwork and to understand it, not just react to it. Above all, we want children to have discovered and relished a creative outlet as a way to express themselves and have fun.

The expected impact of our primary Art curriculum intends that children will;
· Produce creative work, exploring and recording their ideas and experiences.
· Be proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques. 
· Evaluate and analyse creative works using subject-specific language. 
· Know about great artists and the historical and cultural development of their art. 
· Meet the end of key stage expectations outlined in the National curriculum for Art and design.
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