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Issue 2 -
 Negative num

bers
Issue 2 -

 Negative num
bers

Look at this equation:

a  +
  b  =

  12
If a and b stand for either a positive 
or negative w

hole num
ber, investigate 

possible values for a and b.
W

hat about for these equations?

a  –  b  =
  15 

a  +
  b  =

  –8
a  –  b  =

  –16

A
t H

om
e

Investigate frozen foods at 
hom

e or at the superm
arket.

A
ll frozen foods have a 

recom
m

ended tem
perature 

at w
hich they should be kept 

frozen. 
Is this tem

perature the sam
e 

for all types of frozen goods, 
for exam

ple, vegetables, ice 
cream

, m
eat and seafood?

D
oes the suggested 

recom
m

ended tem
perature 

vary depending on the 
recom

m
ended ‘use by’ date?

W
hat else can you fi nd out 

about frozen foods?
Look at each of these calculations. 

7 +
 –3 

–4 +
 7 

–6 +
 –9

10 – –6 
–12 – 5 

–16 – –14
8 +

 –3 +
 7 +

 –9 +
 –4

–7 +
 4 – –8 +

 11
–10 – –5 +

 7 +
 –9

D
esign a poster that 

gives a set of instructions 
show

ing how
 to use 

a calculator to fi nd 
sum

s and differences 
of com

binations of 
positive and negative 
num

bers. Be sure to 
provide exam

ples.

A
round the W

orld

A
ntarctica is Earth’s southernm

ost continent. 
It is, on average, the coldest, driest and 
w

indiest continent.
This table show

s the average m
inim

um
 and 

record m
inim

um
 tem

peratures in degrees C
elsius 

on Stonington Island, A
ntarctica.

J
F

M
A

M
J

J
A

S
O

N
D

A
verage m

inim
um

 (°C
)

–3
–4

–8
–10

–14
–17

–16
–19

–16
–13

–9
–3

R
ecord m

inim
um

 (°C
)

–12
–11

–35
–27

–36
–37

–36
–37

–39
–29

–20
–13

D
raw

 1 line graph show
ing both the average m

inim
um

 and record m
inim

um
 

tem
peratures on Stonington Island, A

ntarctica.
W

rite a report about the average m
inim

um
 and record m

inim
um

 
tem

peratures on Stonington Island.

Fill in the m
issing num

bers in each of these sequences:

37, 
, 13, 1, 

, –23, 
, 

, –59, – 
, –83 

, 
, –25, 

, –9, –1, 
, 15, 

150, 
, 10, 

, 
, –200, –270, 

 , –117, –80, 
,  –6, 

, 68, 
W

hat is the rule for each sequence?
M

ake up 2 num
ber sequences of your ow

n involving negative num
bers.

Let’s Investigate

Technology Today

Looking for Patterns

–5
2
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