
 

Wallace Fields Junior School 
Newsletter 

 

Thursday 23rd April 2026 

Key Dates Next Week 

• Friday 23rd April 2026 - Lower School Girls football team to Auriol Tournament 

collect 12.40pm from WFJS & match finishes at 3pm at Auriol.  Parents/Carers 

welcome to watch. 



• Monday 27th April 2026 - Year 3 not to wear PE kit today 

• Tuesday 28th April 2026 

- Year 3 wear PE kit today 

- Year 4 Music Assembly 14:30 - 15:30 

• Wednesday 29th April 2026 

- 08:50 Marchants Hill Medicine Drop Off 

- Year 3 wear PE kit today 

• Wednesday 29th April to Thursday 30th April 2026 - Year 4 trip to Ufton Court 

• Thursday 30th April 2026 - Football Match v Cuddington Croft - see SPOND 

Click here1 for School Calendar and to Subscribe to Calendar. Click Here2 for School 

Term Dates and INSET days 

Click Here3 for Upcoming Events 

HEAD'S UPDATE 

Update on Our Willow Tree 

We would like to share an update with you regarding the willow tree (in the corner of our 

lower field), which has been a much‑loved part of school life for many years. 

Last term, Surrey carried out an inspection of the school trees. During this check, a potential 

risk was identified and, as a precaution, the area beneath the tree was cordoned off. From 

that point onwards, children have not been permitted to be under the willow. This decision 

was taken to ensure everyone’s safety, which has always been our highest priority. 

During a period of high winds in the second week of the Easter break, a significant branch 

came away from the tree. We are pleased to confirm that this happened while the school 

was closed and the area was already out of bounds. 

We would like to say a sincere thank you to Mr Findlay and local resident Mr John Willson 

for their help in cutting down and safely removing the large fallen branch. Their support was 

greatly appreciated. 

A professional tree company will now be required to crown or cap the willow tree. This 

essential work may mean that we lose a significant part of the tree, which is understandably 

 
1https://wallacefields-jun.surrey.sch.uk/calendar 
2https://wallacefields-jun.surrey.sch.uk/news/2025-03-18-inset-days-confirmed-for-next-academic-school-year 
3https://wallacefields-jun.surrey.sch.uk/events 



sad. The willow is thought to be around 50 years old and has played a special role in school 

life and events over many years. 

While we may see a very different version of the willow tree in the future, the work is 

necessary to keep the site safe. The tree will remain out of bounds until all work has been 

completed. Thank you for your understanding and continued support. We remain 

committed to keeping children safe while caring for our school environment and the 

memories that make it so special. 

Bird Box Project 

We had ten bird boxes donated to the school as part of the Surrey Primary Schools Birdbox 

Project and I mentioned in assembly that anyone interested in fixing up, sanding and 

treating the boxes should come forward and could take it on as a project. I had about 25 

children come forward so I pulled names from a hat and distributed the bird boxes. Once 

treated these ten birdboxes will go up in our developing 'woodland area' and around the 

school grounds. Thanks to those children who have already treated and returned the 

birdboxes  - they will look great around school site and hopefully the children are enjoying 

working on these mini projects with their parents. The end goal is encouraging wildlife into 

the school grounds and a meaningful opportunity to connect with nature.  

Mr Darcy Our New Therapy Dog Arrives! 

We recently said a fond farewell to Rufus, our much-loved reading dog, who has now trotted 

off into a very well‑earned retirement. Rufus leaves behind a lasting legacy of calm cuddles 

and confident readers, and we wish him many happy naps ahead. 

We are delighted to announce that a new four‑legged colleague is joining the team, and he 

comes with excellent credentials and an impressive fluffy coat. Please give a warm Wallace 

Fields Juniors welcome to Mr Darcy, a rather charming poodle with a big heart for books. 

Mr Darcy is a trained therapy dog who will be visiting us in school on Tuesday afternoons. He 

will be supporting reluctant readers and working with neurodiverse children who benefit 

from the calming and confidence‑boosting effects of spending time with animals. Apparently, 

Mr Darcy is an excellent listener. Mr Darcy will be accompanied on his visits by his owner, 

Teja, and children will be selected by teachers to take part in reading and sessions. We are 

confident that Mr Darcy will quickly become a firm favourite and a positive presence around 

the school. We are very pleased to welcome this new pooch into the Wallace Fields Juniors 

team and will try and keep him away from Wallace the cat and our two therapy guinea pigs 

Chocolate and Cream.  



THIS WEEK 

Stars of Week  

 

The latest Stars of the Week were announced in the assembly last week  - they create a 

superb role model for their fellow peers through their efforts and commitment by following  

the school values.   Nominated each week in our Celebration Assembly every Friday. All of 

the Stars of the Week  receive a certificate and five house points for showing one or more of 

the school BELIEVE  values  - Brilliance, Enthusiasm, Learning, Inspiration, Equality, Vision 

and Every pupil  matters. Well done to this week's winners.  

Well Done to the Lower School Girls Football Players 

Well done to the Year 3 & 4 girls who competed at the Epsom & Ewell tournament at Priest 

Hill on Tuesday 21st April 2026. 

The Year 3 did amazingly well, coming 2nd against six other teams. They all played brilliantly 

but player of the match goes to Isabella who scored most of the goals. 

Year 4 came fourth but out of eleven teams so lots of tough competition.  The player of the 

match for Year 4 goes to Brooke O for some great goals. 

We are sending another few Year 3&4 girls to a last minute tournament in Auriol on Friday 

24th April 2026.   

Mr Dowdeswell is hoping to arrange another match before the end of the season. 

Thanks to girls football coach, Mr Dowdeswell for all his efforts and expertise as volunteer 

coach for the girls teams. 

Year 5 - DJs in the Playground 

It was the perfect sunny lunchtime for the first of two special lunchtime concerts showcasing 

pupils' own Bandlab compositions. Today four randomly selected 'DJs' - Jake, Joe, Charlotte 

and Amelie, introduced and played tracks composed by some of our Year 5 musicians. The 

audience was very receptive and creatively used the cones to tap along to the beats! It was a 

lovely addition to the lunchtime play. 



Well done to all the pupils listed below, whose compositions were chosen to be played - 

there was a fantastic range of styles.5S: Vihaan, Theo, Lander, Luca, Carter, Ethan, Aadya5H: 

Alma, Louis, Rory, Samuel, Alice Wa. 

Next week we will be showcasing some of the Year 6 Raps! 

Mrs Johnstone. (Music Lead).  

 

 

 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

The PTA Colour Run is Fast Approaching  -  Sunday 17th May 2026 

 

You have just over ONE WEEK to buy your tickets to ensure we have enough time to source 

and pack race packs. Tickets will go off sale on MONDAY 4TH MAY 

Races will be set off every 10 minutes - if you would like to run with specific friends please 

make contact with them to discuss which time to book before booking - we cannot move 

runners after purchase.  

Race times will be between 2:30pm - 4:30pm 

We will need lots of help to throw the paint and serve the drinks - Please sign up for a 

volunteer slot - it is much appreciated!  

For tickets - remember to use your infant school login to buy tickets as this is a joint event:  

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/wfispta/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=112759 

Please contact Kelly Tebbs with any questions on 07813 663002 



 

Congratulations Yellow House - it is Mufti Thursday 21st May 2026 

Congratulations to Yellow House, who have won the Spring Term 2 house points. This is an 

extra special achievement as they have now won two terms in a row – a fantastic effort 

showing real commitment, teamwork and pride. 

As their reward, pupils in Yellow House will enjoy a mufti day on Thursday 21st May 2026. 

On this day, children may come to school in mufti and are encouraged to wear something 

yellow if they have it. 

Well done once again to Yellow House, and come on the other houses – it is all to play for, so 

keep going for those house points! 

Year 3 Wisley Trip - Parent Helpers 

On the 20th May 2026, Year 3 are visiting Wisley Gardens to see the plants and flowers, 

linking to our science topic. We would welcome some volunteer parents for this trip to 

support supervision of the children. It would include being at school from 8:50 until we 

arrive back (at around 15:00 -15:30) but also popping in to see Miss Day the week before to 

understand the plan of the trip. This will be a quick 5-10 minutes on the 13th May 2026 

after school. If you are able to join us, please could you let Miss Day know by emailing the 

school office by Friday 1st May.  Thank you in advance for any help.  



Year 3  - Change to PE Day - Wear PE kit on Tuesday 28th April 2026 

On the week of the 27th April 2026, a Year 3 P.E day has changed. Please can children wear 

P.E kit on Tuesday 28th April and Wednesday 29th April  - not on Monday 27th April 2026. 

PE days will then return to usual the week after.  

Year 4 Music Assembly Tuesday 28th April 2.30pm 

Mrs Johnstone was very impressed by the number of children who have put themselves 

forward to perform in the music assembly next week. All parents of musicians selected to 

take part have now been emailed and parents are welcome to attend the performance on 

Tuesday 28th at 2.30pm. Look forward to seeing you then if you are able to join us. 

Year 4  - Ufton Court Residential Trip from 29th to 30th April 2026 

Our school residential trip to Ufton Court is fast approaching and the final details and what 

to bring were emailed to parents (25th March 2026). A few key facts: 

• No Pocket Money please. 

• Please do not pack additional food and snacks. 

• Electronics or chargeable items including tracking tags are not permitted on the 

trip.  

• If you missed the medical meeting on Thursday 23rd April then please contact the 

School Office urgently 

• Departure for trip is 07:10 on Wednesday 29th April 2026. 

• The emergency school mobile phone number has changed - for problems arising on 

the evening prior to or the morning of departure.  We will share with parents the 

new number as soon as possible. 

• We return to school at approximately 15:00 on Thursday, 30th April 2026. Updates 

will be published on website.  

• The children will be expected to attend school as usual on Friday 1st May although it 

will be an easy going day with calm curriculum/activities provided for the day. 

Year 5 - Dance Festival Auditions Update 

All parents of children who auditioned for the dance festival have now been contacted with 

whether there child has been selected, is on the waiting list or unfortunately was not 

successful. We had 22 children that came along to fill 12 places, all of whom tried very hard 

and had something to offer. We therefore had to look beyond the initial dancing to 

concentration, confidence and accuracy of timing and movement. Even then, it was an 

extremely tough choice. 

Well done to the following Year 5 children who were selected to take part in the dance 

festival this year - Mila, Alice M, Eva, Alice W, Alma, Jasmine, Charlotte, Nyla, Scarlett O, 



Darcie, Harper and Mia. It will be very important that all the selected children attend every 

rehearsal, as they will all have an integral part to play in the routine so if they are not there, 

it will make it more difficult to practise the dance. These rehearsals will take place every 

Tuesday lunchtime 12:30-13:00 in the Main Hall, starting on Tuesday 21st April 2026. 

The Dance Festival show will be on the evenings of Tuesday 23rd and Wednesday 24th June 

at the Epsom Playhouse. There will also be an “all-day” rehearsal on Monday 22nd June 

2026, when the children will get the experience of dancing on the stage with all the bright 

lights to an audience (the other performers!). On this day, the dancers will need parental 

transport to the Playhouse at about 09:15, and then will need to be collected from the 

theatre at approximately 15:15. I apologise if this causes any inconvenience but wanted to 

give you plenty of notice. Further details will be sent out nearer the time. 

I am sure that you will want to come along and watch the show; tickets will be available to 

purchase from the theatre box office and online from 6th May 2026 at 

www.epsomplayhouse.co.uk4. Please note: They sell out very, very quickly so please don’t 

delay in booking your tickets to avoid disappointment. 

Year 5 Residential Trip to PGL Marchants Hill – 5th May to 8th May 2026 

An email went out today with the final reminders regarding the Year 5 residential trip. The 

key details were as follows: 

• Medicine meeting on Wednesday 29th April 8.50am- 9.15am in Garden Room 

private one on one meeting. Please wait on playground until called. Bring clearly 

labelled medicines in original packaging with full written instructions. 

• £4.00 in pound coins for pocket money should be sent to school in a clearly labelled 

sealed envelope by Thursday 30th April, if not done so already.  

• Small to medium suitcases please with no AirTags or tracking devices. 

Click here5 for more information about Marchants Hill. 

Year 5 & 6 - Selected Swimming Continues 

Swimming lessons are going well. Swimming continues on Monday mornings at Epsom 

College. Lessons will happen on the following remaining dates:   27th April, 11th and 18th 

May 2026.  Year 5 only will be taking part during National tests (SATS) week. 

Remember swimming things (including  costumes, towel etc) in a waterproof swimming bag 

and water bottle and snack. 

Please remind your child they can wear PE kit to school on Mondays. We hope this will 

speed up changing and allow more swimming time in the pool. 

 
4https://www.epsomplayhouse.co.uk 
5https://adventureholidays.pgl.co.uk/camps/marchants-hill/ 



Year 6 Bikeability  - Few Final Spaces & Any Planned Absence 

Thank you to all those who have signed up to take part in the cycle proficiency scheme.  We 

have now almost finalised the groups. Small groups will be going out every morning for the 4 

or 5 day course to fit around our busy Year 6 schedule during one of the following weeks 

commencing: 

• 18th May 2026 

• 2nd June 2026 

• 22nd June 2026 

If you have any school inductions, transition days, doctors appointments or other events 

that will mean your child is not able to attend any days during the following weeks then 

please email Office@wallacefields-jun.surrey.sch.uk so we can assign your child in a suitable 

group. 

There are still a couple more spaces but we will need you to sign up this weekend as the 

portal will close on Sunday 26th April 2026. The course is run by Surrey County Council so 

you will need to enrol and pay using the following link: 

https://surreycycletraining.online/public/school_training/112056/ 

Please sign up as soon as possible so we can arrange suitable instructors but the final closing 

date is 17th March 2026. There is a charge of £16.00 per child for the training. This will be 

free for children who are eligible for Free School Meals (FSM) but they must still enrol online. 

Please take time to ensure your child’s bicycle and helmet is in good working order and to 

encourage your child to practice over the Easter holidays and leading up to the activity. 



PTA 

 Rose Wine Tasting Experience 

 

The PTA Needs a New Treasurer - Could it be YOU? 

Our lovely Treasurer will be stepping down at the end of the academic year as her children 

are moving on to secondary school.  

This is a great opportunity for you to join our fab new team and help organise fun events 

and activities to bring our school community together while raising much-needed funds to 

enrich our children’s learning in school.  



Please email us at wfjspta@gmail.com6 if you are interested or to find out more about 

what’s involved.  

 

REMINDER AND USEFUL INFORMATION 

Are Your Emergency Contact Details Up To Date? 

Please email office@wallacefields-jun.surrey.sch.uk7 if your child's emergency contact 

details have changed recently.  It is important that we have up to date contact details in case 

of an emergency. 

 
6mailto:wfjspta@gmail.com 
7mailto:Office@wallacefields-jun.surrey.sch.uk 



SAFEGUARDING and WELLBEING 

 

A Guide to Help Parents and Carers Navigate the Challenge of Managing Children's 

Everyday Online Habits 

The Children's Commissioner, Dame Rachel de Souza, has published a guide to help parents 

and carers navigate the challenge of managing children's everyday online habits.  

The guide covers setting boundaries around phone use, talking about harmful content, and 

building ongoing communication that goes beyond a one-off conversation. The voice of 

young people runs through it as it was written with direct input from children and young 

people. The guide is designed to make difficult conversations easier and more regular. 



Four versions are available to download: the main parent and carer guide, an activity pack 

for children, and print-ready single-page versions of both. 

The downloads can be found here:  

 



SEND Wellbeing and Movement Event for Surrey Young People 

 

 Free Parent Support Workshop  - Preteens / Teens 18th June 2026 

We are pleased to share that we will be hosting another Parenting Workshop in school to 

support parents of pre‑teens and teenagers. The session will be led by Lesley Lane, Senior 

Family Co‑ordinator from Home‑Start, who brings a wealth of experience and practical 

advice for families. 

The workshop will take place on 18th June 2026 from 9:30 to 11:30. It is free to attend and 

offers a valuable opportunity to gain guidance, share experiences and build confidence in 

supporting children through these important years. 

We encourage parents to put the date in their diary. Further details, including a Google 

sign‑up form, will be sent out nearer the time. We look forward to welcoming you. 



Click here8 for More Information About Safeguarding at Wallace Fields Junior 

School 

CLUBS 

 

 

 

 
8https://wallacefields-jun.surrey.sch.uk/our-school/safeguarding 



ACHIEVEMENTS 

Alexandra United U9 Piranhas - Epsom & Ewell League Challenge Cup Winners 2026 

Message from Alexandra United: I would like to inform the school of a fantastic achievement 

by some of the Year 4 boys listed below. They are part of the Alexandra United U9 Piranhas 

team, which went on to win the Epsom & Ewell Youth League Club Cup. I wanted to 

highlight this as many children do not go onto participant in a final in any sport let alone win 

the final, so we are extremely proud of them:  Hendrix R, John H,  Luke K, Nico L, Oscar J 

and Musa T. 

 

COMMUNITY 

 


