
 

  

English Writing Year 4 Autumn 1 
I am learning to write a fact file about Katherine Johnson, 

including short biography. 

Greater Depth: Include quotes from people who knew her in 

the fact file which show her character 

Information Texts: 

 Use specific vocabulary e.g. NASA, and some technical 

vocabulary e.g. mathematician, calculations 

 Use description to compare and contrast e.g. Johnson is one of  

the greatest unsung heroes of the 21st century 

 Write with clear and precise description 

 Use layout features e.g. questions to draw in the reader, 

headings and sub-headings, paragraphs to group related ideas, 

diagrams 

Recount: 

 Engage the reader through detailed description 

 Include eye witness accounts as quotes using direct speech 

punctuation 

 Write an introductory paragraph including the 5Ws – who, what, 

where, when, why and how. 

Non Negotiables in Year 4 Writing Autumn 1 

 Capital letters for the start of every sentence and proper nouns 

 The correct punctuation mark at the end of every sentence  . ? ! 

 Commas to separate items in a list 

 Apostrophes for contracted forms e.g. don’t 

 Apostrophe for singular possession e.g. the dog’s tail 

 Use a wide range of conjunctions e.g. when, before, after, while, 

so, because. 

 Correct letter formation 

 All Year 1/2/3 HFW spelt correctly 



 

 

  

Grammar and Punctuation Knowledge 

Expand noun phrases by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and 

prepositional phrases 

 

A noun phrase is a noun with a word added before the noun. These words 

are called determiners. 

noun: man 

noun phrase: the man / a man / this man etc 

 

We can expand noun phrases by adding more information before or after 

the noun. These could be adjectives, modifying nouns or a prepositional 

phrase. 

 

How do we expand a noun phrase? 

In the examples below, the noun phrase the man has been expanded. 

the old man (an adjective has been added) 

the giant man (a modifying noun has been added) 

the man with the walking stick (a prepositional phrase has been added) 

These are called expanded noun phrases. 

 

Use Fronted adverbials 

Adverbials are words or phrases that give more information to the sentence. 
"I discovered fronted adverbials earlier today." 
'Earlier today' is the adverbial. 
 
Fronted adverbials 
A fronted adverbial is when the adverbial word or phrase is moved to the 
front of the sentence, before the verb. 
"Earlier today, I discovered fronted adverbials." 
So here, 'earlier today' is a fronted adverbial. 
 
Use commas after fronted adverbials 

A comma is normally used after an adverbial. 

 

 

Use paragraphs to organise information and ideas around a theme 

A paragraph is a series of sentences that are organised and coherent, 

and all related to a single topic. 

Choose nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and 

to avoid repetition 

What is a noun? 

Nouns are words that name people, places, objects, thoughts, ideas 

and feelings. 

The sun is high in the sky. 

The words ‘sun’ and ‘sky’ are both nouns 

 

What are the types of noun? 

Nouns can be proper, common, concrete, abstract or collective. 

Proper nouns 

These name a specific person, place or organisation. They always 

begin with a capital letter. 

George visited the Lego Store in London. 

 

Common nouns 

These are generic names for people, places or organisations. 

Common nouns can also be concrete or abstract. 

A boy visited the shop in the town. 

 

Concrete nouns 

These name something that can be physically seen, touched, heard, 

smelt or tasted. 

The baby lay in the cot. 

 

Collective nouns 

These name a group of people, animals or objects. 

The class watched a swarm of bees in the playground. 

 



 

Abstract nouns 

These name things that cannot be observed using the five senses. 

Abstract nouns are ideas, feelings or a state of being such as beauty 

or suffering. 

He had a dream while he slept. 

 

What is a pronoun? 

Pronouns are words that can be used in a sentence to replace a noun 

or noun phrase. Examples of pronouns include I, me, my, we, they, 

yours and ours. 

 

What are the types of pronoun? 

There are different types of pronouns that pupils in Key Stage 2 will 

become familiar with in Year 4. 

 

Personal pronouns 

Personal pronouns are used when referring to people or things 

already known. Personal pronouns are: I, me, you, he, she, it, we, us, 

they or them. 

Different pronouns are used when writing in the first, second or third 

person and can be singular or plural. 

I have a new toy. It is the same one that you have. 

 

Possessive pronouns 

Possessive pronouns indicate who owns the thing or things in the 

sentence. Possessive pronouns are: mine, yours, his, hers, its, ours or 

theirs. 

The toy is his. 

 

Take care! The words his, her, your, its, our and their can also be 

used as possessive determiners which show who owns something. My 

is also a possessive determiner. 

 

It is his toy. 

In the sentence above, ‘his’ is used as a possessive determiner before a noun. 

Care must be taken to decide if these words are used as pronouns or 

determiners. To check, pronouns replace a noun, whereas determiners are 

used with a noun to create a noun phrase. 

 

What does ‘clarify’ mean? 

To clarify means to make something less confusing and more understandable. 

Related words are clarifying, clarified and clarification. 

 

What does ‘cohesion’ mean? 

Cohesion refers to how a writer links different parts of a text together. This 

could be through the use of pronouns, adverbials, conjunctions or 

prepositions. This resource pack focuses on how pronouns can create cohesion 

by linking back to nouns that are known. 

 

Recap: Use inverted commas for direct speech 

When you are writing, inverted commas go before and after direct speech, 
surrounding what was said. 
"I'm hungry," she complained. 
If another character replies, use another set of inverted commas. 
"What's for tea?" she asked. "Delicious ants!" her mum replied. 
Punctuation, such as question marks, full stops and exclamation marks go 
inside the speech marks 
 

Letter Formation  

The ladder family Ii Ll Uu Tt Yy and Jj. You will learn to join these. 

      


