
 

  

English Writing Year 5 Autumn 2 

Legends: 

 Develop and keep characters consistent through description  

• Develop settings through description and link this with the characters or plot  

• A struggle between good and evil  

• Engage reader through selecting effective grammar and vocabulary e.g. 

manipulating sentence length, figurative language 

 • Traditional story opening and ending  

• Use paragraphs to vary pace and emphasis  

• Use dialogue to move action forward 

Letter Formation  

The one armed robot family n m h and recap the ladder family i l u t y 

j. 

 

Non Negotiables in Year 5 Writing Autumn 2 

 Use punctuation at Y4 standard correctly (full 

stops, capital letters, exclamation marks, 

question marks, commas in a list, commas 

after fronted adverbials, apostrophes for 

contraction and possession) 

 Use a variety of verb forms consistently and 

correctly 

 Organise paragraphs around a theme  

 Use a range of sentences with more than one 

clause (when, if, because, although) 

 Year 1/2/3/4 HFW spelt correctly 

 Letters formed correctly 

 Handwriting must be joined 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grammar and Punctuation Knowledge 

Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely 

What are noun phrases? 
A noun phrase is a noun with a word added before the noun. 
These words are called determiners. 
noun: man 
noun phrase: the man/a man/this man etc 
We can expand noun phrases by adding more information before or after 
the noun. 
These could be adjectives, modifying nouns or a prepositional phrase. 
 
How do we create expanded noun phrases? 
In the examples below, the noun phrase the man has been expanded. 
the old man (an adjective has been added) 
the giant man (a modifying noun has been added) 
the man with the walking stick (a prepositional phrase has been added) 
These are called expanded noun phrases. 
 
What does the word ‘concise’ mean? 
To be concise means to give information clearly in a few words. Using 
expanded noun phrases concisely means to choose the most appropriate 
vocabulary to create the expanded noun phrases, removing unnecessary 
words. 

A huge scary giant headed towards us. 
In the expanded noun phrase in bold, we do not need the word ‘huge’ as 
we can assume that people know that giants are huge or tall. The word 
huge could be removed, or, the adjectives ‘huge’ and ‘scary’ could be 
changed to ‘monstrous’. 

A monstrous giant headed towards us. 
We can also use more precise nouns to make expanded noun phrases more 
concise. 

The red sports car won the race. 

This could be changed to… 

 

The red Ferrari won the race. 

We can assume that people know a Ferrari is a sports car 

 

Grammar and Punctuation Knowledge 

Integrate dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

1. What they say  

2.  How they say it – verbs instead of said eg bellowed, whispered, 

sang, sneered  

3. How they say it – adverbs – angrily, timidly, defiantly, laughingly  

4. Voice description - adjectives eg cold, bitter, warm, gentle, 

musical, rough, hostile  

5. Actions as they talk – pushed, wagged a finger, wept, thumped 

the table, picked up a child, washed the dishes, raised a sword  

Use of inverted commas and other punctuation to punctuate direct 

speech 

What is direct speech? 

Direct speech is when the exact words that someone says are written. 

“We are going on an adventure,” said Travis. 

How do we punctuate direct speech? 

Inverted commas, or speech marks, are used when writing direct 

speech. The inverted commas go around what is said within a 

sentence. Other speech punctuation is also needed. Punctuation is 

needed at the end of the direct speech before the inverted comma, and 

a comma is used after the reporting clause if this comes before the 

direct speech. 

“We are going on an adventure,” said Travis. 

Travis said, “We are going on an adventure.” 

 

What is the reporting clause? 

The reporting clause is the short clause that can come before or after 

the direct speech that states who was talking. It can also show how the 

speech was said. 

 

“We are going on an adventure,” announced Travis. 

 



Grammar and Punctuation Knowledge 

Describe settings, characters and atmosphere 

Setting 

Engage all your senses when writing the setting. The temptation is 

often just to describe what can be seen, yet sounds and smells can 

often connect more powerfully with people than what merely meets 

their eyes 

Character 

When it comes to teaching children how to create their very own 

characters, here are a few different things you could encourage them to 

consider including in their character descriptions. Describe their 

character's appearance. Describe their background/past. Describe how 

they speak. 

How do you change the atmosphere in writing? 

Vary your word, sentence and paragraph length 
Vary the length of words, sentences and paragraphs to increase the 
pace and tension – this is a great way of building suspense in writing in 
KS2. Use short words, for example, 'at once', rather than, 'immediately'. 
 

Use dialogue to move action forward 

Speech gives life to stories. It breaks up long pages of action and 

description, it gives us an insight into a character, and it moves the 

action along 

 

 

 

 

 

 


