
 

  

English Writing Year 6 Autumn 2 

Report Writing 

 Use concise word choices  

  Select language to appeal to the reader 

  Clarify technical vocabulary 

 Adapt formality to suit purpose and audience 

 Provide well-developed factual information for the 

reader 

  Manipulate style for specific purpose and audience 

(hybrid text)  

  Include a summarising statement 

Non Negotiables in Year 6 Writing 

 Capital letters for the start of every sentence and proper nouns 

 The correct punctuation mark at the end of a sentence . ? !   

 Accurate use of apostrophes for contracted forms and apostrophes for 

possession with singular/plural nouns 

 Commas after fronted adverbials, commas in a list, commas to clarify 

meaning or avoid ambiguity. 

 Use of inverted commas and other speech punctuation 

 Use a wider range of punctuation; brackets, dashes and commas to indicate 

parenthesis 

 Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely  

  Apply persuasive language  

  Use passive verbs  

  Link ideas across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices  

  Use clear organisational features 

 

Letter Formation  

The one armed robot family n m h and recap the ladder family i l u t y 

j. 

 



 

 

  

Grammar and Punctuation Knowledge 

Enhance meaning through selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary  

 

Use modal verbs and adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility  

What are adverbs? 

Adverbs are words that modify verbs but can also modify adjectives, other 

adverbs or whole sentences. They can give the answers to the following 

questions within a sentence: How ...? When ...?, Where…?, How often…? or 

How much ...? 

Adverbs can, but do not always, end with the suffix -ly. 

How do adverbs show possibility? 

Adverbs also show degrees of possibility. They are used to indicate how sure 

or likely an event or situation will be. Examples include certainly, never, 

always, definitely and rarely. 

Rich always remembered to do his homework. 

She never eats her peas. 

That’s definitely the correct answer. 

What are modal verbs? 

Adverbs can be used alongside modal verbs to show degrees of 

possibility. Modal verbs also modify verbs in a sentence and 

examples include might, will, can, must, would, could and should.  

Most common modal verbs 

will, would, should, could, may, can, shall, ought to, must, might 

 

Possibility 

Modal verbs can be used when we want to show how likely something is to  

happen: 

It might rain tomorrow. 

"I shall go to the ball!" said Cinderella. 

 

Ability 

Modal verbs can be used when we want to show a skill or someone's ability 

to do something: 

Jack can sing. 

We could walk. 

 

Obligation and advice 

Modal verbs can be used to state when something is necessary or 

compulsory, to give an instruction or to give advice: 

You must tidy your room. 

She ought to help with the shopping. 

James should cook the dinner tonight. 

 

Permission 

Modal verbs are used to give or ask for permission for an activity: 

You may have another biscuit. 

You can get down from the table now. 

Could I go to the toilet, please? 

 



 

 

Use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis 

What is parenthesis? 

Parenthesis is added to a sentence to give extra information, an 

explanation or an afterthought. The parenthesis is not needed to make 

the sentence complete and, if removed, the sentence will still make 

sense without it. Parenthesis must be punctuated with brackets, dashes 

or commas to separate it from the rest of the sentence. 

Pete (a pupil in year 6) won the school’s poetry competition. 

Pete, a pupil in year, won the school’s poetry competition. 

Pete - a pupil in year 6 - won the school’s poetry competition. 

 

If you take out the word or phrase between the two brackets, dashes or 

commas, the sentence should still make sense and be complete. 

Pete won the school’s poetry competition. 

When are brackets used for parenthesis? 

The use of brackets means the parenthesis can easily be seen, and they 

are often used when adding numerical information such as dates. They 

are used less in very formal writing 

When are dashes used for parenthesis? 

Dashes are often used in informal formal writing, showing when 

information is added as an afterthought. They also draw more attention 

to the parenthesis. 

When are commas used for parenthesis? 

When commas are used, the parenthesis blends in with the rest of the 

sentence. They are often chosen in more formal writing. However, if the 

text already has many commas, this may become confusing for the 

reader. 

 


