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Promoting the development of vocabulary at home 
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Top tips for parents with babies 

• When you say my name, I stop what I am doing and look at you. 

• When a grown up I know talks to me, I make sounds and noises that are special to me. 
 

Top tips for parents with toddlers 

• When you read me a story, I like to join in with sounds that different characters and  
things make. 

• I use words that I have heard you say, such as ‘Oh dear’ or ‘All gone’. 
 

Top tips for parents with young children 

• I understand longer instructions or questions. 

• I can show you that I understand who, what, and where. 
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                                                  Activities to try at home 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Want to find out more about your child’s learning and  
development in the early years?  
Download: 
What to expect in the Early Years Foundation Stage: a guide for parents 
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Activity to try at home for babies 

• ‘Hide’ under some material, use your hands or a scarf to hide your face. Say words  
such as ‘where has baby gone?’. 

 
Activity to try at home for toddlers 

• Share together the story ‘We are going on a bear hunt’. Go to the local park and act 
this out e.g., we can’t go over it, we can’t go under it. 

 
Activity to try at home for young children 

• Have a teddy’s bear picnic together. Make sandwiches using language such as  
‘inside’, ‘on top of’ etc. When we’re playing, ask me to put teddy under the blanket. 
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