
Start Well Early Years Communication and Language Development 
Tips of the Month for Parents – June 2024 

The more chances a child gets to take a turn, the more chances they get to learn 
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Parents with babies: 

• I like you to repeat back to me what I am babbling. 

• I like to watch your face and copy your facial expressions. 

 
Parents with toddlers: 

• When you are blowing bubbles with me, wait between blowing to let me tell you I want 

more. 

• I can play turn-taking games, like rolling a ball back and forth with a grown up. 

 
Parents with young children: 

• I can join in with conversations with you about what we are doing. 

• I can watch what my friends are doing and join in with them. 
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                                                  Activities to try at home 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Want to find out more about your child’s learning and  
development in the early years?  
Download: 
What to expect in the Early Years Foundation Stage: a guide for parents 
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Parents with babies: 

• Copy my sounds and actions, give me time to think and respond. Take turns and have a 
‘conversation’. 

 
Parents with toddlers 

• Take turns with me when we are building blocks. 

• Play ‘ready, steady, go’ with bubbles or rolling a ball. Remember to wait before you say 
‘go’ to give me a chance to take a turn and show I am ready. 

 
Parents with young children 

• Play ‘hide and seek’ with me. Encourage me to hide whilst you find me and then you can 
hide, and I can find you. Praise me when I am taking turns. 
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