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The Bridgehouse at Waltham Toll Bar Academy
Intent
The Bridgehouse is a Specialist Resourced Provision (RSP) for young people with Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) needs. We believe that every young person deserves to feel safe, valued, understood and included throughout their educational journey. 
Our provision provides a nurturing, trauma-informed and structured environment where students can develop the emotional resilience, self-regulation and positive relationships needed to succeed in school and beyond. We recognise that many learners may have experienced barriers to education and therefore place relationships, trust and belonging at the heart of everything we do. 
Through personalised support, restorative approaches and strong partnership working, we help students reconnect with learning, build confidence and develop a positive sense of identity. We understand that success looks different for every learner and celebrate progress in all its forms, including improved attendance, engagement, wellbeing, independence, relationships and academic achievement. 
Working alongside curriculum leaders, families and external professionals, we create individual pathways that combine academic learning with personal development, emotional literacy, social skills, enrichment opportunities and preparation for adulthood. Our aim is to equip students with the knowledge, skills and confidence to make positive choices, overcome challenges and achieve their full potential. 
Success within The Bridgehouse is measured not only by academic outcomes but by increased emotional wellbeing, resilience, participation, student voice and a genuine sense of belonging. Where appropriate, we support students to access and succeed within mainstream education while ensuring that every young person follows the pathway best suited to their individual needs. The Bridgehouse is working towards a model whereby students spend approximately 70% of their learning time within mainstream education and 30% within specialist provision, where appropriate to their individual needs and stage of development.
Our Key Principles
· Relationships First – Positive, trusting relationships underpin all learning.
· Inclusion and Belonging – Every student is valued, respected and able to contribute.
· Trauma-Informed Practice – We understand behaviour as communication and respond with empathy, consistency and high expectations.
· Personalised Pathways – Provision is tailored to individual strengths, aspirations and needs.
· Preparation for Adulthood – Independence, resilience and life skills are developed alongside academic success.
· Partnership Working – Families and professionals are central to achieving positive outcomes. 
At The Bridgehouse, we believe every young person can succeed with the right support, environment and opportunities. Our commitment is to help each learner develop the confidence, resilience and self-belief needed to thrive now and in the future. 
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