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	Maths
	Having spent the autumn term looking at key sills in number, area and algebra, year 8 are now moving on to looking at two key areas which should have been covered in year 7 during the school closure but which were saved for face-to-face teaching. These are sequences, extending the work already done in the algebra topic, and ratio & proportion, which makes up around a third of the curriculum content for GCSE so is a key area to get a good foundation in place for. Whilst covering the year 7 content we are also feeding in what would have been year 8 content as well – combining it into a larger topic but meaning that by the end of it we are back on track in this topic: 

	Sequences & Graphs
	Ratio & Proportion

	· Sequences
· Pattern sequences
· Coordinates and midpoints
· Extending sequences
· Straight-line graphs
· Position-to-term rules
	· Direct proportion
· Writing ratios
· Using ratios
· Ratios, proportion and fractions
· Proportions and percentages

Decimals and Ratio
· Ordering decimals and rounding
· Place value calculations
· Calculations with decimals
· Ratio and proportion with decimals




	English
	Students develop their skills in transactional writing, explored in the final term of Year 7, and explore how writers use different techniques to persuade their readers.  Students design and market a product, allowing them to utilise linguistic and structural techniques in a realistic context.  Students then go onto build on their knowledge of poetry by studying poems centred around the theme of revenge.  

	Science
	Students begin topic 7 for biology (lungs & gas exchange), chemistry (periodic table) and physics (domestic & static electricity). The topics are taught on a rota so the order may vary by class.  The topics add to previous learning on the human body, elements and electricity.
These topics also start to build on basic knowledge needed for the GCSE science course.  

	Geography
	In Year 8 students will study a unit called ‘Global Fashion’ this is to fulfill the requirements of the Geography NC to study human geography relating to development, globalisation and economic activity. They students will learn about globalisation through the fashion industry and how global trade makes the world a smaller and more interconnected place. Students will explore case studies such as the TNC Nike and Rosa’s story - a worker in a clothing factory. In their geography lessons they will learn about the advantages and disadvantages of globalisation and the impact that their fashion choices have on people around the world and the environment. Students will be assessed on NC skills and concepts throughout the unit and there will be a formal assessment at the end. This Geography unit links with the History unit on ‘sugar, empire and globalisation; and the RS unit on tolerance, fairness and equality. The unit will also develop and build the skills and knowledge needed for GCSE Geography AQA Paper 2.  

	History
	In Year 8 students will study a unit called ‘Sugar, slavery and empire through time’ this is to fulfill the requirements of the History NC to study a significant issue in world history and its interconnections with other world developments. The unit builds on the Africa unit that students studied in the Autumn term in their Geography lessons and links to the RE unit on tolerance and prejudice. It is a thematic study, which uses sugar to investigate the wide-ranging and complex story of empire and slavery and the links between them.  Throughout the unit students will be assessed by knowledge quizzes and written work based on NC concepts and skills. Their final assessment will be a thematic essay and the aim of the assessment is to demonstrate their awareness of key features of each period, reveal their understanding of change over time, and reveal their understanding of cause and consequences. This will help to develop and build the skills needed for the thematic GCSE unit – Health and the People. 

	Religious
Studies
	Students will look at religious and human rights issues, linking to religious prejudice and tolerance. Students will investigate these areas throughout history and in the modern world in order to make a common link with humanities subjects. Civil rights, human rights, women's rights and religious teachings and influences will be covered. 
(This should link into the Holocaust collaboration with history that will be next half term, it will link into the idea of religious tolerance and understanding different cultures from last term. The scheme also links with yr 7 OM war child, GCSE RS, KS3 History- current topic slavery, Gg KS3 topic Global fashion- human rights issues.)

	Graphics
	In year 8, for 10 weeks, students will examine the link between graphic design and activism. They will gain an understanding of how images have been used throughout history to affect political and social change. They will look at how a contemporary climate activist group has used techniques such as block printing and screen printing to create engaging images. They will then design and develop images and slogans using similar printing techniques and will have the opportunity to create their own climate rebellion banners, posters and clothing. Homework will be set every 2 lessons. This will typically reinforce work covered in lessons or will be designed to prepare students to make progress in lessons.   

	Design Technology
	Students spend ten weeks in the materials area of technology. The major project is a design and make practical task for a novelty wooden item. This builds on the basic practical skills covered in year 7 whilst introducing a more comprehensive design and planning element to their work. If time permits an extension activity will use CAD/ CAM in order to introduce modern manufacturing techniques. Homework that relates to the topics currently being covered is set every two lessons.

	Food & Nutrition
	COVID update – Owing to the practical nature of some of these lessons it may not be possible for students to experience these practical skills. Lessons will focus on covering the same curriculum with practical experiences replaced as needed with demonstrations and online materials. Students will be encouraged to then carry out related practical skills at home or an equivalent learning activity if practical experiences are not possible in the home environment.  
Students spend ten weeks in the Food area of Technology.  Students are provided with a cookbook for the ten weeks in Food.  Students can build upon their making skills and use a variety of different cooking methods from bread making to sauce making.  Safety and hygiene are taught alongside the practical tasks in more depth than in year 7.  Nutrition is also taught in more depth during the focused practical tasks.  Homework is for students to bring ingredients for the consecutive lesson.

	Textiles
	Due to maternity cover with some non-specialist staff practical lessons using sewing machines cannot be covered this term. Students spend ten weeks in the textiles area of technology. The knowledge covered focuses on fibres and fabrics with some element of using what students have learned to then design a pencil case. Homework that relates to the topics currently being covered is set every two lessons.

	French
	Pupils will continue to develop their skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. 
 
They will study topics related to: 
 
· Festivals and Carnivals
· Traditional foods
· Music Festivals
· Shopping for food
· Eating out on special occasions
· French markets
· Developing justified opinions
· Developing dictionary skills

They will add to their knowledge of French grammar, including consolidation of learning about –ER verbs in the present tense and further work with –IR verbs and –RE verbs.  They will learn about partitive articles and they will practise using the interrogative in a range of contexts and tenses.  They will develop their use of high-frequency words and how to apply them in different contexts.  They will further their knowledge of cognates and near-cognates.

	German
	Pupils will continue to develop their skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing.
 
They will study language related to:
· Family and pets
· Descriptions 
· Celebrations  
· Sports, free time, digital technology
· Friendship 
· Opinions
· Developing justified opinions 
· Developing dictionary skills 

They further develop their understanding of German grammar, including more verbs in the present tense, irregular verbs in the present tense, word order with time expressions, first and third person plural verb conjugations, future plans with the present tense (implied future).  They develop their use of high-frequency words and how to apply them in different contexts.  They further their understanding of cognates and near cognates. They develop their cultural literacy skills by writing in different formats.

	PE
	During the mock exams which take place in the sports hall, students will have one indoor lesson which will be circuit training and one lesson outside on the MUGA which will be either hockey or football. When the exam are not taking place the following will apply.   
Students will take part in activities listed below depending on their group. Hockey, Yoga, Badminton and Tag Rugby. At the end of the half term students will undertake the PFL (Personal Fitness level) along with an assessment within the activity. Students are tracked and monitored against their own baseline score only.

	Art
	Project 1. Islamic Art – Half-Term 3 will allow students to finalise their own designs and to produce poly prints of their patterns. They will transfer their designs from paper to polystyrene tiles by engraving and then experiment with printing ink. Their knowledge of colour theory and complementary colours from Year 7 will be revisited here as they need to choose strong colour combinations for their prints.

Students will also focus on producing repeated patterns and tessellations both with drawing and poly printing. Students will complete a self-evaluation of their Islamic Art project. 

Drawing Challenge homework will continue to focus students on the importance of observational drawing. 

	Drama
	The Boy in Striped Pyjamas
During this topic student will have the opportunity to develop empathy and explore exclusion through improvisation and script work.  Students will investigate the Holocaust by learning about the Rise of Hitler and Ant-Semitism in Germany in the 1930s.  Student will know and understand what Ghettos were through hot seating and freeze frame and how this eventually led to “The Final Solution” and concentration camps.  Students will explore extracts of the script of “The Boy in Striped Pyjamas” developing dialogue direct to the audience and gain insight into the play and the story of Bruno and Shmuel.

	Music
	In unit 3, year 8 students will develop their keyboard and guitar skills through learning about ‘theme and variation’. Students will use their knowledge of the musical elements to analyse a simple tune or theme and then use their instrumental skill to alter and vary it. New terms such as inversion, retrograde and tonality will also be learnt in order to vary a piece of music.

	ICT
	Students will spend this half term studying 8.3 Introduction To Python Programming and 8.4 HTML and CSS Programming. The skills learned from these projects teach new perspectives and understanding on the world of technology and enhance the student’s digital capability ready for the next Key Stage in ICT, Enterprise and Computing. The units supplement the more traditional Office and ICT skills focused on in previous years blends the theoretical knowledge covered with practical activities. Homework that relates to the topics covered is set on Doddlelearn.co.uk online homework platform every two lessons.



