Year 7 Curriculum Map – Sept to Oct half term
	Maths
	Students begin year 7 by looking at number skills, from the four operations (addition, subtraction, division and multiplication) through to positive and negative numbers; factors, multiples and primes; and powers and roots. They then move on to study statistical skills in analysing and displaying data. Part way through the term the groups are streamed into ability sets based on attainment in KS2 and baseline assessments in school, enabling lessons to be targeted at the particular skills that students at different stages need to develop.

	Number skills
· Mental maths
· Addition and subtraction
· Multiplication
· Division
· Money and Time
· Negative numbers
· Factors, Multiples and Primes
· Square numbers
	Analysing and Displaying Data
· Mode, Median and Range
· Displaying Data
· Grouping Data
· Averages and comparing data
· Line graphs and more complex bar charts




	English
	The first two weeks of Year 7 help to establish a baseline and settle students into what is expected of them at KS3.  Students work around the theme of settling into school and write a letter to advise future students about their first day at Walton-le-Dale.  Students then start by studying poetry about starting school and begin to build on reading structures such as PEE used at KS2.  Students then study a class reader ‘Cirque du Freak’ and are directed to focus on the use of language and structure to create effective narrative openings, settings and characterisation, using their class reader and other examples as a model for success.  Students begin to develop their knowledge of gothic horror conventions and develop their creative writing skills by writing their own narrative pieces.   

	Science
	Students will spend two weeks learning about scientific method, health & safety in science and how to correctly use equipment.  Due to COVID-19 restrictions students will be learning the theory that will support them for when they are able to do experiments in science.  They then begin the first topics, covering the essential knowledge of biology whilst learning about cells and microscopes, the fundamentals of chemistry where they will learn about particles and during physics, students will learn about energy transfers. Each topic will take two weeks to complete and would usually comprise of scientific theory and the opportunity to develop students’ practical skills.  Students will be shown videos of practical's during lessons and will have the opportunity to complete the practical's themselves when restrictions are eased.

	OM
	Opening Minds is a humanities course that aims to develop students’ knowledge and understanding of Geography, History and Religious Studies. To help the students with their transition to secondary school the students are taught by one teacher for 5 lessons a week. They will start with an introduction to Religious Studies, Geography and History and students will then move on to map skills in Geography and the history of migration to Britain.  

	Graphics
	In Graphics, students will spend 10 weeks designing and making a greetings card featuring an LED light. They will examine how to use images to positively influence others. They will make their own circuit and will gain practical skills in soldering as well as an understanding of how to describe and represent electric circuits. Homework will be set every 2 lessons. This will typically reinforce work covered in lessons or will be designed to prepare students to make progress in lessons.   

	DT
	Students spend ten weeks in the materials area of technology. Projects covered include designing and making a personal family crest / shield and a focused practical task making a wooden boat. These will cover basic skills that students need to work safely and independently in a workshop with wood and wood-based materials. An extension activity of hot forging metal allows the students to see and experience working with hot metal. Homework that relates to the topics currently covered in lessons is set every two lessons.
COVID update – Owing to the practical nature of some of these lesson in the term beginning Sept 2020 it may not be possible for students to experience these practical skills. Lessons will focus on covering the same curriculum with practical experiences replaced as needed with demonstrations and online materials. 

	Food
	Students spend ten weeks in the Food area of Technology.  Students are given a cookbook and make different food products.  These focused practical tasks cover basic skills starting with peeling, chopping and using the hob and oven safely.
Homeworks set over the ten weeks are to bring ingredients for the task the following week.  Basic level hygiene and safety are covered alongside the practical tasks as well as basic nutrition.
COVID update – Owing to the practical nature of some of these lesson in the term beginning Sept 2020 it may not be possible for students to experience these practical skills. Lessons will focus on covering the same curriculum with practical experiences replaced as needed with demonstrations and online materials. 

	Textiles
	Students will spend ten weeks in the textiles area of technology. Projects covered are both design and make. Practical tasks will cover basic skills needed to work with fabrics, needle and thread, a domestic sewing machine and an iron. Homework that relates to the topics currently covered in lessons is set every two lessons.
COVID update – Owing to the practical nature of some of these lessons in the term beginning Sept 2020 it may not be possible for students to experience these practical skills. Lessons will focus on covering the same curriculum with practical experiences replaced as needed with demonstrations and online materials.

	French
	Pupils develop their skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. They study topics related to: 

· Pronunciation
· Introductions
· Numbers
· Days of the week, months and birthdays
· Brothers and sisters
· Classroom descriptions
· Expressing likes and dislikes
· Describing self and others
· Free time
· learning about key characters in children’s literature in French
· Developing dictionary skills

They gain an understanding of French grammar, including cognates, 
definite and indefinite articles, adjectives and adjectival agreement, connectives, qualifiers, negatives, the use of “avoir” and “être” to denote possession and description, pronouns, infinitives and –er verbs. Pupils also gain an awareness of language derivation, eg linking days to planets.  They will learn useful high-frequency words and how to apply them in different contexts.  They will develop effective study techniques, eg “Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check”.

	PE
	All students start Physical Education with two weeks of cardio and mobility lessons. Following this the baseline assessment which is used to help group students in relation to their ability. Following on students will take part in activities listed below depending on their group. Netball, Gymnastics, Football, Hockey and Basketball.
[bookmark: _GoBack]At the end of the half term students will undertake the PFL (Personal Fitness level) along with an assessment with the activity. Year 7’s first PFL is their baseline test.  Students are tracker and monitored against their own baseline score only.

	Art
	In the first two weeks of this half-term students will complete an Art assessment for the department to determine student ability in the formal elements of line, shape, form, texture, and tone and assign an accurate cohort to each student.

Project 1. Formal Elements – This introductory project enables students to acquire the knowledge and techniques they will need in order to make progress in Art. Half-Term 1 will focus on the core skills of tonal shading and mark-making.

	Drama
	This term students will be given an introduction into Drama, learning tools and skills that will help to work independently but also developing co-operation in group work.  Students will focus on their listening skills and consider and develop the importance of trust when communicating in a team.  Students will learn basic mime skills and begin to use a drama vocabulary that will be essential when progressing through the Key Stage 
 To develop the students’ basic skills in Drama.
 To encourage the students to have confidence in performing to an audience
 To explore a series of different conventions
 To allow the students to become familiar with teamwork


	Music
	Elements of Music: covering pitch, duration, rhythm, tempo, pulse, stave notation, dynamics, some keyboard skills, texture and structure.  This unit allows for an assessment of students’ skills from their transition from KS2 to KS3, focusing on composers such as Beethoven.  Developing working language that will aid students to progress onto

	ICT
	Students will spend this half term studying Unit 7.0 Online Safety and 7.1 Programming. The skills learned from these projects teach new perspectives and understanding of the world of technology and enhance the student’s digital capability ready for the next Key Stage in ICT, Enterprise and Computing. The units supplement the more traditional Office and ICT skills focused on in previous years blends the theoretical knowledge covered with practical activities. Homework that relates to the topics covered is set on Doddlelearn.co.uk online homework platform every two lessons.



