
Monday 8th February 2021 – Spicy 
LO: To learn about the effects of seismic waves. 

 

What’s the difference between an earthquake’s magnitude and its intensity? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
Explain the difference between p and s waves: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   
Can you research these three methods of measuring the seismic waves of an 
earthquake and discuss their pros and cons? 
 

 
 What is it? Pros Cons 
 
 

The Richter 
Scale 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

The Mercalli 
Scale 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

The Moment 
Magnitude Scale 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
Which method do scientists currently prefer? Why do you think this is? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


