RUBERY PACT – Notes Of Meeting Held On Monday 8th October 2018 at 7.00pm
At Waseley Hills High School, School Road, Rubery
Present: John Horwood, Chairman,  P C Simon Albutt, Jim Duggan, Lorna Ockendon and 40 residents of Rubery
Apologies were received from  Councillors Peter and Christine McDonald, PC Marc Ginder, Cheryl Welsh and Tony Maslen
1 .Police Report
P C Simon Albutt gave an extended presentation of the data below which summarises the recorded crimes in the 3 beat areas of Rubery for the 3rd quarter ending 30th September 2018
	Crime Description
	Qtr 2 to

30/06/18 


	Qtr 3 to

30/09/18
	Change

Q3 - Q2

	%

Change
	Comments explaining changes

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Burglary - Residential
	8
	7
	-1
	*12%
	

	Burglary - Other
	0
	0
	0
	0%
	

	Criminal Damage
	8
	10
	+2
	+25%
	

	Drug Offences
	0
	1
	+1
	+100%
	

	Fraud & Forgery
	1
	1
	0
	0%
	

	Violent Crimes
	6
	11
	+5
	+83%
	Q3 includes 9 violence against the person crimes of which 6 were in August

	Theft & Handling
	31
	27
	-4
	-13%
	Q3 included 7 theft from store, 6 thefts from vehicle, 7 thefts of vehicles and 7 other thefts

	Other Key Crimes
	8
	0
	-8
	-100%
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Key Crimes
	62
	57
	-5
	-8%
	Total key crimes up by 41% mainly vehicle related

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Minor Crimes
	9
	11
	n/a
	n/a
	These are crimes not affecting the public

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Recorded Crimes
	71
	68

	n/a
	n/a
	


Total key crimes for the 3 months to 30th September 2018 decreased from  62 in Q2 this year to 57 in Q3, which was a decrease of 8%, The main area of change was in violent crimes as noted in the comments column above. Overall the total of 57 key crimes was equivalent to approximately two recorded crimes every three days during this period.
Several of the attendees expressed concern and frustration at the events involving off road motor cycles at the top of Beacon Hill on the previous day, Sunday 7th October. They reported that several motor cyclists had been driving around the grassed area by the observation point at speed and in a dangerous manner threatening the safety of dog walkers and other pedestrians, one of whom had been verbally abused and threatened.
P C Albutt, from Alvechurch & Wythall SNT, who was standing in for Rubery SNT officers said the local police team would be taking action in liaison with West Mercia Police units to bring the riders to justice.
It was reported that a social media app called "bikelife" contained messages and images of this and other similar incidents. P C Albutt appealed for members of the public to report any information about the whereabouts of the bike riders and the bikes to assist the Police to bring the offenders to justice. He concluded by saying that he had received a message during his presentation that two bikes had just been seized and taken off the road.
2. Waseley Hills High School Report

The Deputy Head Boy and Girl, Joel Price and Kate Benson introduced themselves and reported that there would be an open evening for prospective 6th formers at the School on Thursday 18th October, and the Seniors Christmas Afternoon Tea will be held in the Sixth Form Common Room on Wednesday 5th December from 2.00pm. The tea is intended for students' grandparents plus lonely or elderly members of the community. 
 If anyone wishes to attend they should let Sue Clarke know by phone on 0121 457 4767, a week in advance.

The School Christmas Carol Service will be held at St Chad's Church on Thursday 13th December at 7.00pm.


Nathan Baker, Assistant Head Teacher gave an update of other School news as follows.

a) The building repairs to the Maths & Science block following the flood earlier this year had been completed offering a great improvement to the facilities and the general environment.

b) The Ofsted inspection in the summer term produced a 'requires improvement' result and an action plan has been prepared in response to the points raised. Both the report and action plan may be viewed on the School website.

c) The GCSE and A Level results in the summer were commendable.

d) The new intake of 158 students in Year 7 in September was a significant  increase over previous years which has required an additional fifth class to be established for the year. The total school roll is 720 students.
3. Rubery Regeneration Report

In the absence of Cheryl Welsh a chart was displayed to summarise the progress to date with the project (copy attached). The latest activity is the improvements to the land at the corner of New Road and Callowbridge Road. Concern was expressed that Ms Welsh had not attended the last three meetings and residents are unable to ask questions about the project.
4.  New Issues Raised During The Meeting

a) There are continuing problems with cars parking partly on the pavements in Brookend Drive which obstruct pedestrian access and would also prevent access for emergency services to reach the end of the road.


b) A request was made to approach the new landlords of the car park at the rear of the Co-op supermarket to see if the pot holes could be repaired and if the general surface could be upgraded.
5,  Community Announcements

a) Rubery In Bloom
..

Lorna Ockendon reminded the meeting that Rubery in Bloom's objective is to make Rubery cleaner, greener, prettier and more neighbourly. 


For the fourth year running, The Heart of England in Bloom organisation has awarded our scheme the top level of "Outstanding", She said it had been an amazing year with every flower box looking splendid even through the long hot summer. She was delighted with the Poppy Patch in Legion Road which was at its best on Armed Forces Day in June. The replanting of the flower boxes with pansies and daffodils to over winter and bloom next spring will begin after the plants have been delivered  on October 19th.


She expressed a huge thank you to all the volunteers, supporters and donors, which includes planters, waterers, carpenters, flower box refurbishers, street name washers, clean up workers, raffle organisers, event organisers, computer users and Jacks of all trades, plus the committee who at times are all of the above.

b) Neighbourhood Watch


Jim Duggan informed the meeting that there are approximately 480 household registered with the local NHW group, subdivided into local street units of 10 to 20 members who are supported by a coordinator  who delivers 2 newsletters a year and collect annual donations of £1.


The Group holds 4 meetings a year and offers crime prevention advice and makes various security items available to members. He currently has protective wallets available to store car keys and prevent the digital signal from being read by remote devices.


c) Rubery Drama Group


The next production will be a comedy by Alan Aykbourn called "Neighbourhood Watch" which will be performed at the Beacon Church Centre on 25th to 27th October. Tickets may be ordered on 453 8733. 

d) Rubery Volunteers' Evening




An evening of entertainment has been arranged on Friday 23rd November at 730pm for 8.00pm at Rubery Social Club in New Road, for the benefit of anyone who provided any form of voluntary service in the community. Tickets can be obtained free of charge from Tony Maslen on 457 9308.


e) Rubery Christmas Lights


The local Christmas Lights will be switched on outside the Co-op in New Road on Saturday 24th November with entertainment from 3.30pm until 6.00pm
.
6.. Date of Next Meeting


The next PACT meeting will be held on Monday 21st January 2019 at 7.00pm at Waseley Hills High School.  Further meeting are planned for 29th April 2019 and 15th July 2019.
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