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“Our Sixth Form encourages us to do our best,  

which provides a great sense of achievement.” 

                                                    Paige Palmer, Head Girl  
 

 



 

 

Welcome  

Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to our Taster Day and thank you for reading this, 

our Sixth Form Prospectus. The Sixth Form at Waseley Hills is a truly special place to work 

and study.  Whilst an integral part of our school community, there is a sense that the Sixth 

Form stands separate from the lower school.  It has unique privileges and facilities that are 

only enjoyed by the Sixth Formers.  In short, it feels different. 

Three pillars mark out our Sixth Form experience: 

 An experienced pastoral team working directly with students and parents from Year 11 

onwards to ensure a smooth transition to A Level study and Sixth Form life. 

 Academic expertise, specialist knowledge and targeted support delivered in small 

classes with teachers that know their students well. 

 Above all, the opportunity for our students to explore their interest and develop as 

individuals, giving back to their school and local community. 
 

The Sixth Form at Waseley Hills is a wonderful environment in which to work and learn.      

Our students work hard but they have a lot of fun whilst doing so.  We raise an extraordinary 

amount for charitable causes and our bright and friendly Sixth Formers are always willing to 

lend a hand where they can. 

Crucially, our students feel that they belong; the sense of camaraderie and supportive 

atmosphere is evident from even the briefest of chats with a current Sixth Form student. 

We regret that we cannot offer the full Post-16 Open Evening experience in the way we 

normally would, but we are sure that the Taster Day will go some way towards providing your 

son or daughter with the information they need to make the next vital step in their career 

progression. Please be assured that we are working to bring you more information in the 

near future about our Sixth Form offer. 

I look forward to working with your son or daughter throughout the rest of the year’s 

transition events and wish them the very best of luck in their studies.  It may seem a long 

time away but next September will be here sooner than we think, and I eagerly hope to 

welcome them into Year 12 in 2021. 

 

 

Mr Simon Mitchell, Head of Sixth Form 



 

 

 

Achievement  

Waseley Hills Sixth Form has a strong track record of success, built on the firm foundations 

and values which underpin our daily activities. These values help our students to become 

successful independent learners and, perhaps more importantly, balanced and responsible 

individuals. Our students: 

 Aspire to better themselves and the communities in which they live and work 

 Invest fully in the breadth and depth of their learning, their relationships with 

others and the community around them 

 Respect both themselves and each other, as tomorrow’s leaders, creators and 

innovators 

Ultimately, the purpose of a Sixth Form is to provide a route through to either higher 

education or employment. Historically, our Sixth Form students are extremely successful in 

this regard, with high rates of success applying to University. Typically, 80% of our students go 

on to study at University, compared to around 66% nationally. Many of our students prefer a 

more vocational route, progressing into Higher Apprenticeships, and some choose to take 

their skills and learning directly into employment. 

There are certain key features of Sixth Form life which contribute to making this success 

possible, including: 

 Timetabled, supervised study lessons with priority access to ICT resources and WiFi 

in the Sixth Form Centre 

 Small class sizes, with smaller teams of specialist teachers who can get to know 

students and challenge them appropriately 

 The support of a dedicated team of specialist Sixth Form tutors who meet regularly 

with students on an individual or small group basis to discuss progress 

Furthermore, Sixth Form students take an active role in mentoring younger students and 

almost all students commit to taking on prefect duties in Year 13. These responsibilities 

ensure that our Sixth Form students gain the important transferrable ‘soft’ skills required for 

long term success. Our Sixth Form students are ambassadors and role models and the Sixth 

Form Centre is the heart of the school. 



 

 

 

‘Students are given clear guidance about what jobs, 

training and education opportunities are available              

to them. A high proportion of students go on to            

education, employment and training when they                

finish school .’                                                                                              

                 OFSTED 



 

 

 

Curriculum  

Our bespoke curriculum allows students of all abilities and interests to pursue courses which 

are both interesting and challenging, whilst also serving to allow individuals to access the next 

stage of their career, whether continuing in higher education, looking for opportunities 

through higher apprenticeship schemes or preparing directly for the world of work.   

In addition to the facilitating subjects for those interested in Oxbridge and Russell Group 

universities, we offer specialist subjects which can enrich a university application, ignite a 

passion or prepare students for more specific careers. 

All students will take three A-levels over the full two year course. 

 

 

The Russell Group recommend that, as a rule of thumb, students who want to study at 

university but do not yet know what course they would like to do should look to take two 

facilitating subjects to keep their options for most courses open, but many specific university 

courses, apprenticeships and employers will accept a wider range of subjects. 

 

* Please note that these are the subjects we have been able to offer in the past and may be subject to change 

Facilitating Subjects * Specialist Subjects * 

English Literature 

Geography 

History 

Mathematics  

Further Mathematics 

Biology 

Chemistry 

Physics 

Art & Design 

Business Studies 

 Information Technology 

Economics 

English Language 

Physical Education 

Psychology 

Religious Studies 

Sociology 

Curriculum Enhancements 

Gold Arts Award     Extended Project Qualification     Core Maths     Recreational P.E. 



 

 

 

 

Community  

As a school that has proudly served generations of Rubery students, we know the 

importance of community.  In the finest village tradition, we pride ourselves on knowing 

everyone who comes through the doors.  One of the great strengths of our Sixth Form is 

that no student ‘falls through the gap’ as is possible in other, much larger Post-16 Education 

providers.  Students love the increased sense of freedom that our Sixth Form provides 

whilst parents can be reassured that the measures we have in place to support your son or 

daughter are well-established and effective. Whether pastoral or academic, we deal with 

problems quickly and effectively. 

In the wider community, Waseley Sixth Formers are renowned for their generosity and 

sense of community.  The annual (and now legendary) Pensioners’ Tea Party is a popular 

Christmas event with students and local residents alike, and the charitable deeds of 

individual students and the Sixth Form as a whole speak volumes for the selfless, generous 

attitude on which we pride ourselves. 

Christmas Pensioners’ Tea Party 



 

 

 

Enrichment  

Our belief is that young people develop just as much outside the classroom as within it.           

To this extent we offer a wide variety of enrichment activities which bolster and support the 

curriculum subjects. 

This year has seen the launch of our Volunteering In School Award which encourages students 

to have fun, take responsibility and enhance their UCAS Personal Statement all whilst giving 

back to the community.  

In line with local universities we keep Wednesday afternoons as non-contact time so that 

students can explore and develop their interests and skills. We have a strong partnership with 

Rubery In Bloom and every year assist Lorna Ockenden and her ladies in preparing, planting 

and presenting the community flower boxes in Rubery. We also encourage students to use this 

time to organise themselves a work-experience slot; previous students have assisted at primary 

schools, dental surgeries, law firms and hospitals. We often use Wednesday afternoon for 

campus visits and motivational workshops. 

EPQ in Year 13 allows students to explore their passions and interests, producing a 5000-word 

investigation into a subject entirely of their choosing. This not only enriches their university 

offer but teaches them vital skills like time management, organisation and critical evaluation. 

Gold Arts Award is a new and exciting addition to our enrichment offer. Students undertake a 

massive project leading to their own exhibition. Along the way they must learn project 

management, negotiation, self-directed study and develop their resilience in attending an arts 

based work-experience placement. 

The British Museum, London, July 2019 



 

 

 

‘Students are confident learners because student  

welfare is the most important priority. Teachers  

and support staff know students well.’     

                    

                                                                                              OFSTED 



 

 

Future  

In recent years, we have seen a pattern of increasing Sixth Form intake. Students have 

undoubtedly been enticed by our improving exam results and our increased expertise in the 

new A-Level curriculum. 

However, the freedoms we offer, the support and nurture we give and the fun our Sixth 

Formers have speak for themselves. 

As a school we have made a conscious decision to raise entry requirements to ensure that our 

students are challenged academically. Our ever-growing enrichment programme and flexible 

programmes of study ensure that students have opportunities to explore and develop their 

own interests.  

We are delighted to continue our partnership with Newman University specifically and the 

Aimhigher+ scheme generally, part of the National Collaborative Outreach Programme.       

This scheme is committed to providing support and guidance to students from our area 

considering higher education as their long-term goal.  

 



 

 

Transition & Application  

Transition from GCSE to A-Level study can be overwhelming and we provide a carefully 

planned programme of support throughout Year 11. Our aim is to support all students at 

every step of the way. In addition to our existing students who will benefit from these 

opportunities, we warmly welcome external candidates to join is in our activities in 

preparation for Year 12, with the permission of their current school or college.  

As well as the formal process, for those who have indicated they are interested in coming to 

Sixth Form, we host the Welcome Morning featuring Mr Mitchell’s world-famous BBQ, and on 

the first day back in September, we have Bonding Day when new and established Sixth 

Formers spend the day mixing together and taking part in fun activities. 

 Internal candidates 

For students currently studying at Waseley Hills High School, the ‘Post-16 Pathways’ form 

functions both as a starting point for support and guidance  for all, and also the application 

process for Sixth Form for those wishing to stay on. Students will follow a clear transition 

process which is designed to support them as they make their choices.  

 External candidates 

 For external students, we ask that you complete the application form available from the 

 Sixth Form office and on the Sixth Form area of the school website.  
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Requirements  

All students who wish to join our Sixth Form must meet certain minimum entrance 
requirements in order to ensure that they will be successful on their chosen courses of study.  

For internal candidates, a personalised application form will be provided for you as part of the 
transition arrangements this year. For external candidates, an application form is available 
from the website. 

The minimum requirements are: 

 5 GCSEs or equivalent qualifications at Grade 5 or above, 
including Mathematics and English 

 Accepted entry onto three A-level courses. 

The table below outlines the entry requirements for each subject. Students not achieving 
these entrance requirements may on occasion be admitted by interview, based on academic 
performance, approach to learning and course suitability. 

 
Waseley Hills High School Sixth Form 

School Road, Rubery, Birmingham B45 9EL        Tel: 0121 457 4647   sixthform@waseleyhills.worcs.sch.uk 

www.waseleyhills.worcs.sch.uk 

Subject Automatic Entry Requirement 

Mathematics 6 in Maths 

Further Mathematics 7 in Maths 

English Literature 6 in Language and Literature 

English Language 6 in Language or Literature 

Physics 6-6 in Science or 6 in Physics, 6 in Maths, 5 in English 

Biology 6-6 in Science or 6 in Biology, 6 in Maths, 5 in English 

Chemistry 6-6 in Science or 6 in Chemistry, 6 in Maths, 5 in English 

Geography 6 in Geography, 5 in Maths, 5 in English 

History 6 in History if taken (or other humanity if not studied) or 6 in English 

Religious Studies 6 in RPE if taken (or other humanity if not studied) or 6 in English 

Sociology 6 in English and grade 6 in a humanity if studied 

Psychology 6 in Psychology if taken (or other humanity if not studied), 6 in Maths, 
6 in Science and 5 in English 

Information Technology Merit in IT or 5 in Computer Science if taken, 5 in Maths, 5 in English 

Business Studies 6 in Business Studies if taken, 5 in English, 5 in Maths 

Economics 5 in Business Studies if taken, 5 in English, 5 in Maths 

Art & Design 6 in Art if taken (or satisfactory portfolio of work), 5 in English 

Physical Education 5 in P.E., Science or Biology, 5 in English  


