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A Message From The Head
Welcome to the Spring edition of the
Waseley newsletter.

Inside this issue:

As you can see, it has been another term
packed full of action, from fundraising and
educational activities to a variety of
creative projects including the launch of
our own Waseley Radio.

It is wonderful to see that whilst students and
teachers are fully committed to academic
learning, they also find the time and energy to
raise money for charitable causes and be
keenly involved in community events.
I hope that all families enjoy a peaceful and
relaxing Easter break.
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At the beginning of January, we were approached by Emma Green, the granddaughter
of Betty Levick a former pupil of Waseley Hills. “I am not sure if you can help at all but
it will be my Nan’s 100th birthday on 22nd January 2019. I am trying to make her
celebration extra special by gathering as many birthday wishes as I can for her.
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As ever, our students have shown
tremendous enthusiasm, talent and
commitment.

A.W. Roll, Headteacher

I knew that she grew up in Birmingham
but only learnt before Christmas that she
lived in Rubery and attended Waseley Hills.
I even found out that she was Head Girl
and Netball Team Captain. I don’t expect
that you would have any old records as we
are REALLY going back here! “
We dug through the archives where we
found some pictures of the original school
and its former pupils from the ‘30s,
including a picture of one of the netball
teams from that era.

Betty with her 100th birthday card

We put these together in a 100th
birthday card and sent it to Betty.
Incredibly, when she received the card,
Betty recognised herself in a couple of
the photos including this one of herself
as captain of the netball team!

Edited by:
Hilary SadlerSadler-Kelly
Suzanne McCarthy

Congratulations again to Betty Levick on
her 100th birthday.

Betty is the girl at the front holding the ball
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Radio Waseley

News in Brief

This term sees the start of a new
venture between Waseley
students and Cofton Hackett FM,
a local web-based community
radio station. Our Year 9 Media
students have started to
produce their own weekly show
called ‘Chatterbox’, aired at 4pm
every Friday. Mia Davies and
Mia Numan, pictured right, were
the first students to broadcast
the show earlier this month. The
show aims to be a mixture of
chat, interviews and good music
alongside a weekly music quiz
called the ‘Waseley Workout’.
All answers should be emailed to

We were delighted with the response to this year’s Art
department Easter Egg Decoration Competition. The
standard of entry each year keeps getting better and
better! A big well done to everyone in Year 7. Special
congratulations to winner Jennifer Whitcombe and
runner-up Lilian Surridge.

schoolradio@waseleyhills.worcs.
sch.co.uk
An additional program is
currently being developed by
our Sixth Form students and will
be ready to listen to very soon.

Media students launch Radio Waseley

Should you have an idea for a
program feature or would like a
music request/shout-out, please
email these to the above address
on the left. Check out the new
school radio area on our website
homepage for details on how to
listen live or to catch up on missed
shows by downloading our recent
podcast broadcasts.

Exhibiting Art
Year 13 students Lucy and Katie have just revealed their Art Exhibitions
as the final showcase to their Extended Project Qualification. They have
been working on their EPQ during the whole of the past year. They
have undertaken a practical investigation in order to produce an
academic piece of research.

Having both chosen the ‘Artefact’ option, Katie has looked at whether
a gender neutral clothing design range would be acceptable in today’s
world, while Lucy has explored whether art can educate and change
some of the negative impressions and stereotypes attached to issues
surrounding immigration. Both exhibitions are available to see in the
Art display area situated in School Reception.

FIRST PLACE

SECOND PLACE

Red Nose Day raised £638.57
Well Done Everyone!

‘Eggs‘-cellent news - our
newest members of
Waseley Hills High School
have arrived. Nine healthy
chicks have hatched and are
currently being named by
our pupils. So far we have
Carter, Nugget and Pea.

You can follow us on Facebook

The Yr8 Netball Team held a bake sale to raise money
for new kit. This was followed by an Easter Raffle.
Please keep supporting their fundraising efforts!

Page 3

First House Quiz
Newly appointed House System Managers,
Mrs Bradley (R.P.E.) and Mr Dean (Business
Studies) have been active in establishing a
new house system.

The quiz topics were mostly popular culture
and included questions about computer
games, YouTube and football.

The aim is to respect the past traditions of
the house system at Waseley Hills High
School whilst also reinvigorating it to make it
fit for the future.
Shortly before February half term, the whole
school took part in the very first House Quiz.
Students competed in small groups to try
to win Enrichment Points for their House.

Rival teams compete in the first House Quiz

The winning teams
from each year
earned 40
Enrichment Points
for their house and
the winners were as
follows:
Yr 7 - Athens
Yr8 - Sparta
Yr 9 - Rome
Yr 10 - Troy
Yr 11 - Athens

Former Students Get Their Gold
On a sunny February day, Adam Williams and Hannah Benson who were both in
Year 13 last year were invited to St. James’s Palace in London to receive their Gold
DofE Award.
The Gold DofE Award is a highly recognised achievement and has involved them
completing volunteer work, residentials with people they did not know and
becoming experienced at a skill and physical activity. They also had to complete a
50-mile expedition in Wales, where they carried all their own equipment, planned
their routes and had a gruelling, but unforgettable, time with their peers.

Adam and Hannah in front of
St. James’s Palace

They were presented with their awards by Rob Bell, a TV presenter, who inspired
the young people with stories of his achievements which included completing 7
marathons in 7 days in 7 continents with a group of friends. Adam and Hannah
also had the chance to meet and speak with Prince Edward who is now in charge
of the scheme and was interested to hear their stories.

Waseley Students See Stars
A group of our Year 11 students had a great day out visiting Leicester University
and the National Space Centre last month.
We were shown around the University by some really enthusiastic students and
then had the chance to explore the Space Centre. The Planetarium show told us
what to look out for right now in the night sky – get stargazing Waseley!

Aimhigher Cover Competition
This term, Year 9 students had the opportunity to take part in an Aimhigher
Book Cover competition. The Aimhigher organisation works to improve
social mobility by widening participation in all forms of higher education.
Our students were able to create a book cover on whatever theme they
liked or take on the theme of ‘Aspirations’.
Jamaal O’Driscoll and Daviann Walker from
Aimhigher with the competition winners
(with Mr. Jones hiding at the back)

There were three runners-up who received an Amazon voucher - Ellie
Marriott, Libby Ward and Mia Davies. The overall winner was Poppy Milner
who won an Amazon Voucher and also got her book cover printed onto an
actual book.

Loving Rubery

Teenage Cancer Trust

As part of the #loverubery campaign, Year 7
students designed hearts saying what they love
about living in Rubery. The hearts were later
put on display in St. Chad’s Church.

Our Year 10 and 11 students have recently
had a very informative presentation from the
Teenage Cancer Trust.

We ran a school competition for the best heart
design and the winners were Mae Cheng, Leah
Hayward, Holly Packer and Cordelia Morgan.
#loverubery was a great campaign and our
Year 7 students thoroughly enjoyed taking part
in it.
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The main focus was on the importance of a
healthy diet and becoming active, both of
which will have a positive effect in the long
term. There was also advice on the support
Teenage Cancer Trust can provide if a student
or their loved ones are ever affected by
cancer.
Students have been raising money for the
Teenage Cancer Trust, which is greatly
appreciated. This fundraising teaches
students teamworking, project management
and communication skills, all of which will be
useful in their future lives.

Mrs. Joshi with Louise Walker
from the Teenage Cancer Trust

Torn From Home
On Monday, 28th January, Mrs Bradley and a small group of Year 9 Students
attended a Holocaust Memorial service organised by Bromsgrove District
Council to commemorate Holocaust Memorial Day 2019.
The theme of the service this year was 'Torn From Home' and focused not
only on individuals who fled Nazi persecution during World War 2 but also
on individuals from Darfur and Rwanda who fled persecution. Year 9
students James Smith, Alyssa Gallagher and Jasmine Brown represented the
school by attending the service and taking part in various readings and
activities.

Poetry Slam
Congratulations to 'A King and 3 Queens',
winners of the Year 8 Poetry Slam hosted by rap
poet Dreadlock Alien aka Richard Grant who says,
“The first and last questions I ask are, ‘Who
thinks poetry is boring?’ All hands are up at the
start of the session and none are up at the end!“
The winning team will now go on to represent
Waseley Hills at the Palace Theatre, Redditch,
in the Worcestershire Schools Final.

Year 8 Students Review Books
Last term, the school was invited by the book publisher Hodder to read a
pre-publication young adults’ fiction book The Survival Game. The following
Year 8s accepted the challenge: Miriam, Charlie, Toby, Zack, Rose, Morgan,
Niamh, Jack and Keelan.
The results? Overall, the
students enjoyed the
book and agreed that the
ending had a twist which
took them all by surprise.
Mrs Amato, the librarian,
was very impressed with
the mature attitude
shown by the group. They
read the book within the
deadline and the reviews
they submitted to the
publisher were excellent.

School Road, Rubery, Birmingham B45 9EL Tel. 0121 453 5211
Check out our latest news at: www.waseleyhills.worcs.sch.uk.

