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Aspire   We aspire to be outstanding:   

    academically, professionally and  

    personally. 

Invest   We invest fully in all we do,   

    knowing that the more effort we  

           commit the more benefits we can 

    access. 

Respect   We respect each other, ourselves  

           and the environment. 



Dear Parent / Carer,  

Moving from primary to secondary school is an exciting and significant 

event in the life of your child. 

It is an important milestone which, for many parents and teachers, marks a 

change in expectations regarding crucial life skills such as independent 

working and self organisation. 

When a child starts at secondary school, they are expected to cope with a 

whole variety of new experiences and changes that they have not had to  

face before.  Most parents would like to help reassure their children, 

prepare them for these changes and support them in developing the skills 

they need, but feel they lack the information and expertise to do so.  For 

many of us, our own experience of secondary school is all we have to go 

on. 

Most of the worries that Year 6 children express are social concerns and 

most children report that they are no longer a worry after two weeks. 

If your child expresses these worries, it is useful to tell them this and to 

emphasise that everyone else will also be feeling anxious.  As there will be 

many more children in Year 7 than there were in Year 6, everyone has a 

good choice of friends.  Even children who move up with several children 

from their class tend to make new friends at secondary school.  Talk to 

your child’s Year 6 teacher if these worries become great - they will be able 

to arrange for your child to meet some other pupils who will be starting. 

The remaining worries are nearly all to do with the new organisational 

demands that children know will be placed upon them.  Luckily, these are 

areas in which we can help the most 

The aim of this booklet is to provide you with the information you need to 

help your child to achieve independence whilst supporting them in getting 

there.   



Transition To Secondary School 

The transition to secondary school is a huge step for all children.  When a 

child moves to secondary school, they no longer remain in one class all day, 

but are required to move around the school.  Children have to deal with 

timetables and a wide variety of subjects.  They are expected to 

independently organise themselves for the school day and to bring the 

correct books and equipment for each day.  Children have to be able to plan 

and complete homework. 

Common Transitional Problems 

 When leaving primary school, children go from being the oldest in their 

previous school to the youngest in their new school. 

 From having one teacher in primary school, your child will probably 

have to cope with as many as ten or more teachers with different 

teaching styles and personalities. 

 Secondary school is much bigger and your child will go from having one 

classroom to ten or more classrooms. 

 There is more homework to be done as there are usually 6-8 subject 

periods in one day. 

 A large number of textbooks need to be transported and organised. 

 The school day is longer. 

 There is greater competition both academically and in sports. 

 The pace of teaching is much faster. 

 Children have to make new friends - this is especially difficult if none of 

the child’s primary school friends have moved on to the same 

secondary school. 



So What Is Different About Secondary School? 

 Children may have to travel further.  Some will be making their way to 

and from school independently for the first time. 

 They may have to wear a full uniform for the first time and will have a 

whole list of new rules and regulations to remember. 

 The site will be bigger and children will have to find their way around, 

moving from classroom to classroom between lessons. 

 Waseley Hills operates on a two-weekly timetable. 

 For the first time, children may be fully responsible for ensuring that 

they have the correct books and equipment for at least five lessons as 

well as dinner money, bus fair, PE equipment, cooking ingredients etc. 

 There will be new lessons to experience. 

 Teaching and learning styles may be very different.  Children may be 

expected to write more frequently and for longer, and they may be 

expected to use the library independently. 

 Break time and lunch time will be organised differently with less adult 

supervision and children will have a lot more independence in terms of 

getting back to lessons on time, buying their own snacks and lunches 

etc. 

 

In general, pupils are expected to be more independent,   

self reliant and self organised - a key development but     

also a challenge for most. 



The Organisation Of Secondary Schools 

In a primary school, the roles and titles of staff are usually quite 

straightforward - you have a Headteacher, a Deputy Head, several Class 

Teachers, Learning Support Assistants, Lunchtime Assistants, a 

Receptionist, a Secretary and a Caretaker.  There is usually a lot of informal 

contact and you are likely to have a close relationship with your child’s 

class teacher and know exactly who to talk to when you need to. 

In comparison, the structure of a large secondary school and the many 

adults involved can seem impossibly complex. 

At Waseley, we have a Headteacher, a Deputy Headteacher, Assistant 

Headteachers, SENCO, Head of Sixth Form, Heads of Department, Finance 

and HR Manager, Facilities and Compliance Manager, Teachers, Sixth Form 

Co-ordinator, Safeguarding Officers, Teaching Assistants, Cover Manager 

and Cover Staff, Administration Staff, ICT Manager and Technicians, 

Librarian, Attendance and Pastoral Officer, Examination Officer, Pastoral 

and Behaviour Support Staff, First Aid Team, School Nurse and Site Staff. 

On the pastoral side, your child will be placed in a tutor group with other 

Year 7 students.  The tutor has a responsibility for your child’s overall well 

being.  Pupils will usually register in their tutor group first thing in the 

morning and after lunch time. 

If your child has special educational needs of any sort you may need to 

contact the SENCO, Mr. Jim Arnold. Please also contact Mr. Arnold if you 

have concerns about your child’s learning, behaviour or emotional 

difficulties. 

Waseley Hills High School does provide information through the 

prospectus, website, emails and through open evenings but, if you feel 

confused, don't be afraid to ask - teachers will welcome your interest. 



Preparation  

As a parent, there are lots of practical matters you will need to consider 

before the start of school and thereafter. Having all of the required school 

uniform is an obvious one as well as being equipped with more sophisticated 

items of stationery and various books. You might need to buy:  

Calculator, pencil case, plenty of pens, pencils, rubber, ruler, pencil sharpener 

etc. and an appropriate-sized rucksack/bag  

Ask the school about lunch times, term dates, uniform guidelines (including 

hairstyles, jewellery and footwear) after school activities, equipment 

needed, school policy brochures, school transport etc.  

Help your child get organised. Together, make a checklist of equipment and 

books needed, names of teachers and timetables. If your family is split and 

your children divide their time between two households, ensure they have a 

replica checklist at both homes.  

Ensure your child knows how to contact you or the emergency services.  

It is your legal responsibility to ensure that your child attends school 

regularly and on time. Punctuality is an important part of a routine and will 

also help prepare them for the world of work. Important information can be 

missed if your child is late to school and it can leave them feeling lost and 

unprepared for the day. Find out what time school starts and ensure your 

child arrives at least 5 minutes before to enable them to be at registration 

on time.  A few test runs of the route to school before term starts can help 

give you an idea of the time needed to get there.  

 



If your child is to be absent for any reason, inform the school in writing 

with as much advance notice as possible. This may not be authorised as it 

at the discretion of the Headteacher to grant leave of absence.  

Contact the school on the day of an illness as soon as possible and, on 

your child’s return, provide a note. Any lengthy absence due to illness 

may require a doctor’s note.  

Non-emergency medical and dental appointments must be taken out of 

school time and any holidays must be taken during the school holidays. 

Every day counts at school and, with the increase of subjects and 

coursework, any time missed can be difficult for your child to catch up on 

if they are absent.  

 

90% Attendance over an academic year 

is 4 weeks missed. 

5 Minutes late every day is the 

equivalent of missing 3.4 days 

a year. 

8-10 Hours of sleep is needed for the 

average 11 year old. 



Getting Organised 

 It is a good idea for children to organise their living space so that they 

have a place for everything to do with school. 

 Use a wall calendar to mark deadlines for homework, indicate what 

timetable week it is and record special school events. 

 Display the school’s timetable on a wall and colour code each subject. 

 Equip your child with everything that they will need when they start.  

  Pencils    Ruler  Maths equipment 

  Pens (Black/Green)  Rubber  Coloured pencils        

  Sharpener   Glue stick Scientific Calculator 

 Encourage your child to glue any worksheets or loose pieces of work 

into their books each night so that nothing gets lost. 

 Encourage your child to pack their school bag the night before. 

 If you know that your child has food technology on a certain day, 

check at the beginning of the week if they need ingredients. 

 

 

 

Key tasks for pupils 

 Have a good system for keeping books and equipment 

 Know what lessons there are on a particular day 

 Know what equipment is needed for each lesson 

 Have a bag packed with everything needed for that day 



Homework 

 Find out what is an acceptable time each night for your child to spend 

completing homework. 

 It is often best to have a complete break and a period of relaxation 

before beginning homework 

 If your child takes much longer than the prescribed time to complete 

homework, let the teachers concerned know of the problem. 

 Should your child have difficulty understanding what is required in 

homework, let the teacher concerned know. 

 

 

 

Key tasks for pupils 

 Write down your homework timetable  

 Record the date on which it is due to be handed in 

 Ask for more details if you are not sure what the 

task means 

 Make sure you bring home everything you need to 

do the homework 



Homework 

How can parents eliminate the nightly tug-of-war over homework? 

In general, students are not excited about the homework they get assigned 

because they are bombarded with other options that seem far more exciting. 

Let’s face it – homework is no more exciting today than when we were kids. It 

was tough for us to do homework and we did not have nearly as many 

distractions as today’s students. 

Their world includes instant communication, multi-tasking, cell phones, 

exciting video games, texting, and social networking. Homework is vying for 

your child’s attention against some tough competition. 

Some students think homework is a waste of time. Others understand the 

intrinsic value of homework and take responsibility for doing it correctly and 

handling it in on time. However, the majority of students are somewhere in 

between these extremes. 

The students that do their homework without a nightly battle view their 

education differently. They understand that for a couple of hours, schoolwork 

is the priority, and then they can move on to something more exciting. They 

understand that homework teaches them where their strengths are and where 

they need to spend more attention. 

For most students, the problem may not be the homework, but in how they 

look at it. In the “good old days”, we did our homework because it was 

expected, and because there were far fewer options for our time. Parents 

should not compete head-on with today’s distractions, but rather try a 

different tactic. 

School and homework show students the important life lessons, such as how 

to read and communicate with others, that they will use as an adult. 

Homework also teaches students how to problem solve, think independently, 

and build an understanding and interest for the issues in our society. 

We have to show our children and students that homework is not boring and is 

not a waste of time. We have to show them that there are numerous benefits 



of not only doing homework, but handing it in on time! If we allow students 

to only participate in video games of social media after all their homework 

is done, then homework becomes a win-win situation for parents and their 

students. 

To compete with the distractions, parents must be committed to the 

importance of homework. Your job won’t be easy, but perhaps this list can 

help. 

 

10 Benefits of Homework 

1. Homework teaches students about time management. 

2. Homework teaches students how to set priorities. 

3. Homework helps teachers determine how well the lessons and 
material are being understood by their students. 

4. Homework teaches students how to problem solve. 

5. Homework gives students another opportunity to review the class 
material. 

6. Homework gives parents a chance to see what their child is learning 
in school. 

7. Homework teaches students that they have to do things, even when 
they don’t want to. 

8. Homework teaches students how to take responsibility for their part 
in the educational process. 

9. Homework teaches students how to work independently. 

10. Homework teaches students the importance of planning, staying 
organized and taking action. 

John Bishop -Executive Director of Accent On 
Success and author of the Goal Setting for 
Students book which has recently won three 
national book awards. 



How Homework Is Set And Managed In Waseley 

Homework should never be a battle between you and your child.  

Show My Homework has been designed with the busy parent in mind, 

finally involving you in the homework process by equipping you with all the 

details you need to help your child to succeed. 

 

 

 

 

How it works:  

All teachers create and publish their homework online, on the school’s 

calendar. Parents and students can manage submission of homework and 

view grades.  

 

Here, you and your child can log into your own personalised accounts and 

see just the homework relevant to you. You can review submission times, 

see grades and communicate with teachers around specific assignments.  

 

We even have forgotten passwords covered - you can check for any 

homework set on the public homework calendar without ever having to 

log in. 

 

Gone are the days of lost worksheets, illegible and missing instructions: 

 

 All homework details are accessible 24/7, long after the school bell 

rings  

 You can monitor from a distance: Stay in the loop without being 

intrusive  

 You will enjoy peace of mind and never have to deal with late-night 

homework battles again! 

Show My Homework is an online tool for 

viewing and setting homework used by over 

half a million parents, teachers and students 

every month.  



Parental dissatisfaction as expressed through surveys, paired with poor audit 

results from the sampling of pupils’ planners was ultimately what led to the 

need to find a better homework solution. Having researched to find the best 

product that would help address our issues, Show My Homework proved to 

be the answer.  

Many schools have introduced SMHW not only to combat complaints they 

have received regarding homework but as a direct response to parents’ 

requests.  

Schools that have implemented SMHW have seen an increase in parental 

satisfaction from 69% to 92%. Parents agree that homework set for their child 

is appropriate and helps them to learn.  

Being able to attach resources to homework means that pupils and parents 

can work through things together and overall will help to improve home-

school communication. Moreover, it will allow pupils to catch up on missed 

lessons and serves as a very helpful archive of resources for revision and 

refresher materials.  

 

SMHW allows senior leaders within school to track and monitor your child’s 

progress and ensure complete transparency, making it easy to spot when your 

child may be struggling. Not only that, but it ensures that the quality of 

homework your child receives is always up to scratch. 

 

SMHW saves parents time trying to decipher whether their child has 

homework or not. You can now look online to find the information you need - 

saving arguments about planners.  
 

 



Orientation And Organisation - Getting Around The School 

 

If possible, visit the school with your child before they start and talk about 

how the school is laid out.  Waseley is laid out in subject blocks, for example 

Maths and Science, Languages, Humanities etc. 
 

Reassure your child that they will quickly become familiar with where 

everything is.  Teachers are very understanding about children getting lost at 

the beginning. 
 

Obtain a simple plan of the school if your child is worried about getting from 

one place to the other. 
 

Go through your child’s timetable with them, breaking it down and looking at 

where the lessons will take place. 
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Learning - What Is My Child Learning? How Is It Organised? 

As in primary school, the national curriculum sets out your child’s learning. It 

includes the knowledge and skills that every pupil should learn and also sets 

standards to measure how well children are doing in each subject. 

The curriculum is broken down into different Key Stages as shown in this 

table. When your child goes to secondary school, they will start in key stage 

three. 

 

 

AGE YEAR STAGE 

11 - 12 7 Key Stage Three 

12 - 13 8 Key Stage Three 

13 - 14 9 Key Stage Four 

14 - 15 10 Key Stage Four 

15 - 16 11  Key Stage Four 



 

Since 2015, all young people in England and Wales are required to stay in 

education or training until the age of 18. This will, therefore, apply to all 

children starting secondary school in September 2019. Post-16 education 

and training is offered in school sixth forms, colleges of further education, 

work-based learning providers and apprenticeships with employers. All 

students receive careers education and guidance to help them choose their 

courses after Year 11. 

Subjects taught in Key Stage 3 

    Information and Communication Technology  

 Music 

 Geography 

 Physical Education 

 Technology 

 Art 

 Drama 

 Technology 

 Science 

 Religious Education 

 Mathematics 

 Spanish 

 English 

 Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education 

 History 

 Learn 2 Learn 



A Guide To Parents’ Evening 

Because of the larger numbers of pupils and the fact that your child now has 

several teachers, parents’ evenings are organised rather differently in 

secondary schools. 

You will be given the date of the Year 7 parents’ evening well in advance.  

Check the arrangements for this either by asking or looking on the school 

website where important dates are generally listed.  A letter will also be sent 

home. 

A few days before the evening, your child will bring home a slip of paper on 

which you should write whom you would like to speak to and what times 

you can make.  It is unlikely that you will be able to just turn up on the night 

and see the people you need to see. 

Most appointments are for 5-10 minutes and you will need to allow some 

time for finding and moving between teachers.  Try to see as may teachers as 

possible, especially if there are issues you need to raise with them.   

Your appointments with the teachers will provide an opportunity for them to 

tell you how they feel your child is getting on in very general terms and for 

you to ask any questions or raise any concerns you have.  If you or they have 

any major concerns, the teachers will probably suggest a further, longer 

meeting at another time. 

On the day itself, teachers are usually sitting at tables with their names 

displayed in the school hall.  There will be someone in the reception area 

available to guide you and talk to you about the arrangements for the 

evening.   

On the night, appointments are rarely running exactly to time, so be 

prepared for some waiting around.  If you don't get to see who you were 

hoping to, you can always make an alternative appointment for a later date.   
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School Road, Rubery, Birmingham B45 9EL 

Tel: 0121 453 5211   Email:office@waseleyhills.worcs.sch.uk 

www.waseleyhills.worcs.sch.uk 


