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To provide 
children with the 
opportunity to 
further explore 
our language

To provide children 
with the knowledge of 
Latin grammar 
concepts 
incrementally, building 
on prior knowledge.

To ensure children are 
confident and keen to 
use language such as 
etymology and 
morphology.

Ensure children are 
well-spoken and are 
excited by using a 
rich vocabulary.

Provide purposeful links to 
other topics in the national 
curriculum to foster pupils’ 
curiosity and deepen their 
understanding of the world.

As a school, we recognise that Latin is a complex subject that is underpinned 
by many elements.  However, we have identified key concepts that our 
curriculum is based upon. These concepts come from the National Curriculum.

Across Waterside Primary, Latin is taught by our class teachers. Waterside 
Staff make use of the Minimus and Minimus Secundus scheme of work to support them in delivering 
Latin lessons effectively. These are well-established resources which follow a familiar sequence: 
retrieve, new scenario, translate and review. The learning delivered by teachers comes from our 
planning to ensure our key concepts and skills are reinforced. Our project drivers for Latin (the broad 
categories of topics) are as follows:

Our concept-led curriculum allows 
children to learn key skills that are linked to the four main 
skills of language teaching: Reading, Listening, Speaking 
and Writing. 

Our Latin Scheme is based 
upon the Latin programme Minimus and Minimus
Secundus. We draw upon children’s language 
knowledge alongside inferences of an image to allow 
children to retrieve knowledge of language in English 
and relate this to Latin. Regular retrieval of previous 
learning is vital to the success of developing a rich Latin 
understanding.  

Latin is allocated forty minutes per week. 
However, opportunities to link English language back to its 
etymology and morphology are rife across our languages curriculum 
including in English, Reading and Spelling sessions in Key Stage Two.



Having awareness and understanding of the wider world and our place in it 
is vital to our Latin ideology, where each unit contains a lesson which is planned meaningfully to 
enhance learners’ appreciation of other cultures, including ancient civilisations.

Latin lessons involve a range of activities including games, 
simple drama activities and songs. This allows ample opportunity for children to 
learn through a variety of strategies and to embed key concepts into children’ 
long-term memory through repetition in a variety of means.

The Minimus cartoon presentation will be used to 

develop children’s language as it builds from previous language and provides regular repetition of 
key words, phrases along with masculine and feminine verbs and adjectives. Latin has been chosen 
to allow for exploration of etymology and morphology alongside a stronger focus on developing 

children’s language and vocabulary acquirement.

The programme develops knowledge of grammar concepts and 
language incrementally, building upon previous knowledge, increasing complexity and 
introducing new concepts term-by-term. These include: declension and function of Latin nouns, 
conjugation of Latin verbs, the usage of Latin adverbs and adjectives, the use of prepositions, the 
role of gender in Latin language. 

Enhancing children’s vocabulary and promoting a love of reading and 
language is at the heart of our Latin curriculum. Children have the opportunity to read Latin 
through a range of texts including, but not excusive to: stories, reports, storyboards, mythical 
stories and primary sources. 

Our lessons offer every pupil the opportunity to build 
a range of transferable skills including: a solid understanding of syntax, grammar and 
the basics of linguistics; a strong basis for learning Romance languages; an ability to 
contextualise the history of Western civilisation; the use of critical thinking and 
problem solving strategies; an introduction to a culturally-significant language which 
underpins much of Western history.

Our Latin curriculum is designed to 
have widespread cross-curricular relevance, supporting 
understanding of literacy, numeracy and science.

The Minimus programme provides ample 
opportunity to incorporate links to the SMSC curriculum. This includes, 
but is not specific to: The evils in the world today (Pandora’s Box,) health 
and safety, risks of pregnancy without antenatal care, military service,  
superstitions and slavery, to name a few.

Our Latin curriculum promotes British 
Values links as it increases children’s ability to express themselves 
in a variety of ways. We aim to increase children’s understanding 
of other cultures in looking at ancient mythology and the rules 
and expectations from the ancient world.

Children’s work will be evidenced in their 
books to show their translation and language understanding.

Children can refer 
Latin learning to their 
understanding of the 
English language.

Children can describe 
the changes in 
grammatical form 
across tense and 
gender.

Children are 
confidently describing 
the etymology and 
morphology of key 
vocabulary

Children are 
confident and 
eloquent in 
speaking Latin 
aloud.

Children are able to 
make cross-curricular 
links and deepen their 
understanding of key 
topics from their 
knowledge of Latin and 
its history.


