
FS2 Year 1 Year 2

Autumn 
1

Pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
high, low, voice.

Note, instrument, march, fast, slow, high, low, long, short, beat, 
rhythm, melody., pulse, glockenspiel, smooth, spiky, Hiphop, Jazz, 

rap, nursery rhyme., voice, pop, soul, piano., classical

beat, rhythm, long, short, high, low, melody, percussion, minim, crotchet, quaver, 
rest, note, violin, instrument, march, pulse, fast, slow, smooth, spiky, steady, quiet, 
loud, sou,l, soft, drum, orchestra, instrument, compose, pattern, layer, pitch, jazz, 
electric guitar, bass guitar, synthesizer, rock, forte, lead singer, backing vocals, 

Autumn 
2

Pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
high, low.

Beat, rhythm, long, short, melody, high, low, fast, slow, steady, loud, 
quiet, instrument, glockenspiel, verse, chorus, smooth, spiky, waltz, 
clap, orchestra, voice, musical, jumpy, detached, lullaby, percussion, 

beater, violin, drum.

Pulse, beat, rhythm, pitch, tempo orchestra., long, short, jazz, voice, low, high, 
brass, percussion, smooth, legato, quiet, loud, forte,  steady, beat, backing vocals, 

melody, fast, slow, melody, piano, spiky, jazz,  strings, violin, viola, cello, double 
bass, woodwind, piccolo, flute, oboe, bassoon, trumpet, French horn, trombone, 

tuba, timpani, glockenspiel, tambourine, woodblock, vibraslap, snare drum, bass 
drum, cymbals, staccato, conductor.

Spring 1 Pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
note, melody, high, 

low.

Beat, rhythm, long, short, melody, high, low,, fast, slow, loud, quiet, 
instrument, glockenspiel, pop, voice, chimes, verse, outro, spiky, 

smooth, trumpet, bouncy, lead singer, backing vocals, steady, funk, 
string instruments, violin, viola, cello, double bass, orchestra, waltz,

pulse, beat, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics,, loud, soft, fast, slow, smooth, 
connected, short, detached., low, high, short, long, melody, piano, loud, forte, 

quiet, piano, smooth, detached, light, spiky, staccato,, ragtime, jazz, brass, 
instrument, bass guitar, electric guitar, electric organ, drums, note, lead singer, 

backing singer, saxophone solo, vocals, round, canon, bassline, steady, pop, verse, 
chorus, bridge

Spring 2 Pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
high, low, note.

Short, long, pulse, high, low, pitch, rhythm, tempo, fast, slow, jazz, 
swing, improvise, compose, note, beat, smooth, spiky, articulation, 

melody, voice, waltz, loud, quiet, introduction, verse, chorus, 
lullaby, percussion, strings, orchestra.

Dynamics, loud, quiet, pitch, low,, high, vocals, introduction, verse, outro, rhythm, 
pop, piano, violin, cello, trio, long, short, rhythm, melody, smooth, legato, spiky, 
staccato, forte, piano, snare drum, marching band, walking beat, solo, guitar, 
double bass, horn, trumpet, trombone, 

Summer 
1

Pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
note, phrase

Beat, rhythm, long, short, melody, high, low, pop, guitar, rock, 
articulation, smooth, spiky, jumpy, jazz, swing, big band, saxophone, 

brass, instrument, trumpet, trombone, composer, piano, tempo, 
fast, slow, radio, percussion, clap, click, body percussion, note, 
pitch, compose, improvise,  voice, sing, grand piano, dynamics, 

loud, solos, soft, keys, ivory, 

 ,     Beat, rhythm, long, short, melody, high, low, pulse,, 
loud, soft, forte, smooth, spiky, voice, sing, instrument, guitar, band, rock, bass, 
drums, keyboard, orchestra, symphony, conductor, fast, slow, tempo,, cymbals, 
dynamics, voice, pitch, chorus, verse, tempo,, lyrics, jazz, saxophone, trumpet, 

trombone, horn, improvise, strings, violin,  viola, cello, accordion, reed, folk, jazz, 
pop, texture, off beat, syncopated, calypso, steel pans, percussion, 

Summer 
2

Pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
high, low, voice, note, 
melody., verse, chorus

Beat, rhythm, melody, long, short, high, low, smooth,  spiky, jazz, 
folk, fast, slow, trumpet, melody, brass, instrument, loud, verse, 

chorus, introduction, outro, pitch, folk, 

Beat, rhythm, long, short, melody, high, low, voice, pitch, introduction, verse, 
chorus, outro, beat, time signature, smooth, spiky, pop, rock, hip hop, rap, vocals, 
lyrics, calypso, percussion, steel pan, organ, guitar, horn, strings, tempo, steady, 

funk, reggae, fo;lk, 



Academic Year 2023-2024 Vocabulary Development

Year 3 Year 4

Autumn 1 Time signature, crotchet (! beat), bar, vocals, guitar, acoustic, bass, piano, fiddle, drum, 
glockenspiel, major, minor, melody, texture, thick, thin,, harmony, verse, introduction, 

chorus, bridge, outro, country, metre, dynamics, loud, forte, quiet, piano, soprano, alto, 
tenor, bass, choir, orchestra, organ, strings, bassoon, trumpet, timpani, baroque, smooth, 

legato, tempo, fast, slow, steady, rhythm, pop, tempo, steady, saxophone, handclaps, 
hook, bar, andante (a walking pace)

Tempo, fast, slow, steady,, texture, thick, thin, orchestra, instrument, singer, piano, percussion, 
melody, crotchet, beat, bar, symphony orchestra, string, woodwind, brass, percussion, major, 

minor, blues, solo, electric organ, structure, introduction, chorus, verse, outro, crotchet, reggae, 
drum, bass, guitar, wind, legato, soul, ballad, legato, staccato, dynamics, R&B

Autumn 2 Beat, steady, smooth, legato, detached, spiky, staccato, string, guitar, tempo, fast, slow, 
steady, rhythm, major, minor, tone, key, disco, vocal, synthesizer, instrument, high, low, 
crotchet, beat, bar, dynamics, loud, quiet, tempo, fast, slow, steady, piano, bass, drums, 
clarinet, trumpet, trombone,, banjo, tuba, jazz, orchestra, wind, percussion, crescendo, 
quiet, pianissimo, loud, fortissimo, film music, loud, forte, small steps, keyboard, violin, 

flute, mandolin, folk, disco, 

Tempo, fast, slow, steady, legato, staccato, texture, thick, thin, instrument, rhythm, major, minor, 
melody, chord, beat, solo,, dynamics, loud, quiet, pop, folk, crotchet, drum, piano, doublebass, 

horn, brass, woodwind, trumpet, swing, jazz, quaver, scale

Spring 1 Keyboard, drums, strings, vocals, track, vocal, instrument, major, minor, rhythm, beat, 
steady, staccato, legato, pop, crotchet, bar, introduction, chorus, verse, bridge, bass, 

guitar, piano, synthesizer, disco, quiet, piano, crescendos, loud, forte, tempo, slow, fast, 
steady, orchestra, texture, thin, thick, gospel, beat, steady, harpsichord, oboe, bassoon,, 

musical.

Tempo, beat, steady, fast, slow, crotchet, time signature, instrument, drum, percussion, keyboard, 
synthesizer, bass, guitar, vocals, introduction, verse, bridge, chorus, disco, syncopated, rhythm, 
note, major, minor, minim, outro, texture, thick, thin, solo, fiddle, accordion, tambourine, drum 

kit, handclaps, melody, folk, jazz,, woodwind,, violin,  dynamics, loud, quiet, 

Spring 2 Tone, major, minor, blues, tempo, fast, slow, steady, dynamics, structure, introduction, 
verse, chorus, outro, melody, pop, crotchet, drums, percussion,  strings, short, sharp, 

spiky, rhythm, flute, piccolo, texture, thick, thin, romantic, bar, beat, soft rock, loud, forte, 
hook, soul, pizzicato 

Andante, tempo, time signature, rhythm, minim, dotted vrotchet, crotchet, quaver, semiquaver, 
rest, major, minor, melody, legato, smooth, staccato, spiky, beat, chorus, dynamics, loud, quiet, 

contrast, contemporary R&B, vocal, ad-lib, chord, horn, trumpet, trombone, saxophone, keyboard, 
backbeat, fast, slow, steady, texture, thick, thin, orchestra, piano, solo, voice, double bass, drums, 

jazz, pulse, pianissimo, fortissimo, pitch, introduction, verse, bridge, chorus, outro, detached, 
rock, 

Summer 1 Texture, voice, thick, thin, tempo, fast, slow, steady, dynamics, loud, quiet, mezzo piano, 
mezzo forte, piano, forte, vocals, piano, horn, trumpet, trombone, organ, guitar, bass, 

drums, strings, tambourine, melody, gospel, syncopated rhythm, andante, time signature, 
minim, crotchet, quaver, rest, key signature, sharp, flat,, tone, major, minor, clarinet, jazz, 

swing, beat, rhythm, major, minor, blues, jazz, key,, improvise, compose, scale, 
saxophone, trumpet, violin, voice,, swing, percussion, strings, lyrics, hip-hop, spiky, 

smooth, detached, articulation, dynamics, sing, rap, synthesizer, keyboard, bass, string,  
clarinet, 

Tempo, adagio, time signature, crotchet, minim, dotted quaver, quaver, semiquaver, rest, rhythm, 
key signature, major, minor, sharp, flat, dynamics, loud, quiet, texture, thick, thin, beat, pulse, fast, 

slow, steady,, gospel, vocal, choir, instrument, drums, bass, keyboard, organ, syncopated, hymn, 
solo, a cappella, drone, chords, introduction, verse, bridge, chorus, rap, outro, gospel, orchestra, 

strings,, time signature, crotchet, composer, classical, baroque,.

Summer 2 Tempo, andante, time signature, crotchet, rhythm, minim, crotchet, quaver, rest, key 
signature, major, minor, melody, smooth, legato, spiky, staccato, detached, dynamics, 

loud, quiet, pulse, steady, beat, texture, thick, thin, vocal, keyboard, organ, bass, drum, 
guitar, saxophone, gospel, pizzicato, flute, strings, cor anglais, solo, orchestra, brass, 
percussion, pop, quiet, piano, loud, fortissimo, crescendo, French horn, hip hop, rap, 

Tempo, moderato, time signature, crotchet, minim, dotted crotchet, crotchet, quaver, rest, key 
signature, major, minor, sharps, flat, tempo, fast, slow, steady, texture, thick, thin, vocal, drum, 

synthesizer, bass, harmony, spiky,, staccato, detached, smooth, legato, electronic dance, soprano, 
alto, harp, time signature, loud, forte,, chorus, verso, outro, blues, funk,  steady, violin, 

Music



Academic Year 2023-2024 Vocabulary Development

Year 5 Year 6

Autumn 1 Instrument, orchestra, string, brass, woodwind, percussion, quaver, melody, major, minor, 
blues, tempo, fast, slow, steady, staccato, legato, trumpet, French horn, trombone, tuba, 

sextet, dynamic, mezzo piano, forte, fortissimo, introduction, verse, chorus, quaver, 
improvisation, ad-libs, harmony, texture, thick, thin, gospel, crotchet, rap, outro, 

Beat, crotchet, major, minor, tempo, fast, slow, steady, rhythm, introduction, verse, chorus, soul, 
percussion, timpani, bass drum, tam-tam, brass, trumpet, trombone, major, pitch, minor, texture, thin, 

thick, unison, melody, theme and variations, time signature, tonality, pop, minim, beat, staccato, 
legato,, lead vocals, vocal, strings, harmonica, soul, 

Autumn 2 Beat, crotchet, introduction, verse, chorus, outro, major, minor, blues, solo, texture, thick, 
thin, pop, piano, orchestra, triplets, rhythm, minimalism, melody, strings, woodwind, 

brass, percussion, crotchet, tempo, legato, staccato, rock ‘n’ roll, gospel.

Major, minor, tonality, key,, beat, crotchet, tempo, introduction, verse, bridge, outro, rhythm, piano, 
quaver, soul, keyboard, loop station, bar, repeat, drums, keyboard, singing, percussion, rhythm, modal, 

chord, hiphop, chord progression, staccato, legato, saxophone, bass, vocals, jazz, swing, melody, 
bassoon, rubato, atonal, time signature, tempo, fast, slow, steady, call and response

Spring 1 Major, minor, blues, key, melody, instrumental, vocal, drums, guitar, bass, piano, horn, 
trumpet, trombone, saxophone, percussion, vocals, legato, staccato, introduction, verse, 
chorus, flute, accordion, keyboard, solo, unison, texture, thick, thin, contemporary jazz,, 

crotchet, improvise,, soul, minim

Time signature, crotchet, beat, introduction, chorus, verse, bridge, vocals, strings, drum, bass, guitar, 
piano, synthesizer, staccato, legato, disco, conductor, compose, melody, tempo, fast, slow, dynamics, 

texture, thin, thick , rock ‘n’ roll, acoustic, flute, call and response, variation, quaver, polyrhythmic, pop, 
synthesizer

Spring 2 Tempo,, presto, time signature, rhythm, dotted crotchet, triplet, quaver, rest, melody, 
major, minor, blues, tempo, fast, slow, steady, smooth, legato, detached, spiky, staccato, 
beat, texture, thick, thin, reggae, off-beat, syncopated, drums, singer, organ, saxophone, 

trumpet, flat, sharp, dynamic, crescendo, diminuendo, composer, orchestra, trumpet, 
mute, clarinet, flute,, minim, introduction, verse, chorus, pop,  fanfare, brass, percussion, 

film, modal, pentatonic, metre, 

Moderato, time signature, crotchet, rhythm, minim,, crotchet, quaver, rest, major, minor, key signature, 
melody, beat, tempo, staccato, legato, blues, rock, guitar, distortion, bass, rubato, syncopated, off-beat, 

waltz, piano, mazurka, introduction, verse, chorus, instrumental, outro, tempo, drums, strings, 
woodwind, brass, percussion, piano, vocals, texture, thick, thin, folk, a Capella, lyrics, pop, 

Summer 1 Tempo, adagio, time signature, crotchet, dotted minim, minim, crotchet, quaver, 
semiquaver, rest, key signature, melody, note, introduction, verse, chorus, instrumental, 
tone, major, minor, blues, beat, pulse, fast, slow, pop, solo, violinist, orchestra, texture, 

thick, thin, smooth, legato, spiky, staccato, major, minor, blues, modal, pentatonic, 
orchestra, flute, horn, tuba, acoustic, DAW, repeating loop, pan pipes, hip hop, looping, 

sampling, scat, funk, fusion, 

Tempo, adagio, pace, time signature, rhythm, quaver, crotchet, dotted crotchet, triplet quaver, quaver, 
rest, key signature, minor, melody, major,, smooth, detached, spiky,, instrument, vocal, texture, thick, 

thin, fast, slow, steady, hip hop, rap, syncopated, lyrics,  piano, organ, strings, bass, drums, blues, 
legato, staccato, gospel, introduction, chorus, verse,  tonality,, DAW, drum, guitar, piano, bass, strings, 

harp, R&B,, percussion, pulse, salsa, clave, congas, bongos, trumpets, trombones, 

Summer 2 Moderato, time signature, crotchet, rhythm, minim, dotted crotchet, crotchet, quaver, 
rest, key signature, major, minor, introduction, verse, chorus, outro, major, minor, blues, 
chords, smooth, detached, spiky, legato, staccato, orchestra, guitar, piano, drum, voice,, 
strings, flute, pop, dynamics, pianissimo, soft, fortissimo, loud, composer, tempo, brass, 
romantic, woodwind, atonal, scale, baroque, pianississimo, avant-garde,,fortississimo, 

DAW, syncopated, R&B.

Tempo, adagio, time signature, crotchet, minim, quaver, semiquaver, rest, key signature, major, minor, 
blues, flat, sharp, drum, bass, organ, guitar, piano, synthesizer, vocalist, reggae, staccato, legato, 

syncopated, rubato, strings, harp, flute, bass, saxophone, vocalist, percussion, jazz, introduction, verse, 
chorus, pop, structure, octave, lyrical, soul, 

Music
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