
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Features
Introduction

Senses 

Features
Introduction

2A sentences 

List sentences

Features

Introduction

Similes 

Features

Introduction

Similes/Personifica
tion 

Features

Introduction

Similes/Metaphors/

Personification 

Features
Introduction 

De:De 

Metaphors/
Similes/Personifica
tion

Pathetic fallacy 



Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Features
Include the date

Written in past tense

First person (I, my, we our)

Description of feelings

Writing in chronological order 
(time conjunctions)

Features
Include the date

Written in past tense

First person (I, my, we our)

Description of feelings

Writing in chronological order 
(time conjunctions)

Make vocabulary choices 
appropriate to the purpose of 
writing. 

2A sentences

Features

Include the date 

Uses the past tense

Uses first person pronouns (I, 
we, my, etc.)

Describes the writer’s point of 
view, thoughts

and feelings

Uses ambitious words to 
describe people and places

Is written in an informal style. 

Uses time conjunctions to link 
events

Organises events into 
paragraphs

Features

Uses the past tense

Uses first person pronouns (I, 
we, my, etc.)

Describes the writer’s point of 
view, thoughts

and feelings

Uses ambitious words to 
describe people and places

Is written in an informal style. 

Uses time conjunctions to link 
events

Organises events into 
paragraphs

Includes opinions as well as 
facts

Emotion word sentences

The more, the more sentences 

Features

Uses the past tense

Uses first person pronouns (I, 
we, my, etc.)

Describes the writer’s point of 
view, thoughts

and feelings

Uses ambitious words to 
describe people and places

Is written in an informal style. 

Uses time conjunctions to link 
events

Organises events into 
paragraphs

Includes opinions as well as 
facts

Emotion word sentences

O(I) sentences

 

The more, the more sentences 

Features

Uses the past tense

Uses first person pronouns (I, 
we, my, etc.)

Describes the writer’s point of 
view, thoughts

and feelings

Uses ambitious words to 
describe people and places

Is written in an informal style. 

Uses time conjunctions to link 
events

Organises events into 
paragraphs

Includes opinions as well as 
facts

Emotion word sentences

O(I) sentences

 

The more, the more sentences 

Skills
Use full stops correctly in simple 
sentences
GD – ? and !

To use the correct verb to add 
information,  

Select simple and appropriate 
adjectives to describe

Join words and clauses using 
conjunctions (and or but)

Use capital letters correctly at 
the beginning of a sentence, 
names of people, places and 
pronoun I 

Skills
Use a range of sentence types 
(?!.)

Co-ordination conjunctions (or, 
and, but)

Subordinating conjunctions 
(when, if, because, that)

Use a growing range of openers 

Expanded noun phases 

Use adjectives, verbs and 
adverbs to add detail. 

Time conjunctions 

Skills
Use a range of sentence types 
(?!.) including commas for a 
list. 

Use adjectives, verbs and 
adverbs to add detail. 

Uses inverted commas to show 
direct speech

Use capital letters for proper 
pronouns. 

Use conjunctions, adverbs and 
prepositions to express time, 
place and cause. 

Use apostrophes for contracted 
form. 

Skills
Use a range of sentence types 
(?!.) including commas for a 
list. 

Use fronted adverbials in the 
correct context. 

Use conjunctions, adverbs and 
prepositions to express time, 
place and cause. 

Make deliberate vocabulary 
choices to match the topic. 

Expanded noun phases 

Uses inverted commas to show 
direct speech

Skills

Use a range of sentence types 

(?!.) including rhetorical 

questions and fronted 

adverbials 

Use informal language for 

effect. 

Link ideas across paragraphs 

Relative clauses 

Parenthesis (brackets, dashes 

and commas)

Uses inverted commas to show 

direct speech

Use commas deliberately 

Skills
Use a range of sentence types 
(?!.) including rhetorical 
questions 

Use informal language for effect 
(informal speech)

Expanded noun phases 

Relative clauses

Parenthesis (colons, semi-colons 
and hyphens) 

Use dialogue effectively to move 
actions forward. 

Construct paragraphs to support 
meaning/purpose. 

Subjunctive form. 



Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

Features

Introduction (who/what/where)

Factual information 

Paragraphs (guided)

Headings/subheadings

Pictures/diagrams

Formal language 

Past/present tense (dependent on topic)

Fact boxes 

Third person 

Features

Introduction (who/what/where)

Factual information 

Organised into paragraphs. 

Headings/subheadings

Labelled diagrams

Formal and technical language 

Past/present tense (dependent on topic)

General language 

Fact boxes and bullet points. 

Third person 

Skills
Use full stops correctly in simple sentences
GD – ? and !

To use the correct verb to add information,  

Select simple and appropriate adjectives to describe

Join words and clauses using conjunctions (and or but)

Use capital letters correctly at the beginning of a sentence and  
places

Skills
Use a range of sentence types (?!.)

Co-ordination conjunctions (or, and, but)

Subordinating conjunctions (when, if, because, that)

Use a growing range of openers 

Expanded noun phases 

Use adjectives, verbs and adverbs to add detail. 

Use appropriate sub-headings 

Skills
Use a range of sentence types (?!.) including commas for a list. 

Use appropriate vocabulary chosen for effect. 

Use adjectives, verbs and adverbs to add detail. 

Use capital letters for proper pronouns. 

Use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express place and 
cause. 

Choose nouns or simple pronouns to avoid repetition. 

Use apostrophes for contracted form. 

Use a range of conjunctions (when, if, because, although)



Year 4

Features
Introduction (who/what/where)

Factual information 

Organised into paragraphs. 

Headings/subheadings

Labelled diagrams

Formal and technical language 

Past/present tense (dependent on topic)

General language 

Fact boxes and bullet points. 

Third person 

Skills
Use a range of sentence types (?!.) including commas for a list and fronted adverbials. 

Use appropriate vocabulary chosen for effect to match the topic. 

Use adjectives, verbs and adverbs to add detail. 

Use capital letters for proper pronouns. 

Use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express place and cause. 

Choose nouns or simple pronouns to avoid repetition. 

Use apostrophes for contracted form. 

Use a range of conjunctions (when, if, because, although)



Year 1 Year 2

Features

Title

A list of ingredients/equipment

Numbered steps in chronological order

Imperative verbs

Time conjunctions

Features

Title

Introduction (a range of sentence types ?!.)

A list of ingredients/equipment

Numbered steps in chronological order

Imperative verbs

Time conjunctions

Adverbs to add detail 

Skills
Use full stops correctly in simple sentences
GD – ? and !

To use the correct verb to add information,  

Select simple and appropriate adjectives to describe

Join words and clauses using conjunctions (and or but)

Use capital letters correctly at the beginning of a sentence and  places

Skills
Use a range of sentence types (?!.)

Co-ordination conjunctions (or, and, but)

Subordinating conjunctions (when, if, because, that)

Use a growing range of openers 

Expanded noun phases 

Use adjectives, verbs and adverbs to add detail. 

Use appropriate sub-headings 



Year 3 Year 4

Features

A title explaining the topic

Introduction (rhetorical ? ! .)

Paragraphs used to group related materials 

Use headings, sub-headings and labelled 

diagrams to structure the text.

Chronological order to explain a task/event

Topic vocabulary used 

Explanation of a process from beginning to end.

Features

A title explaining the topic

Introduction (rhetorical ? ! .)

Organise ideas into a logical sequence in 

organised paragraphs (begin to link these)

Use headings and sub-headings 

Chronological order to explain a task/event

Topic vocabulary used 

Explanation of a process from beginning to end.

Skills
Use a range of sentence types (?!.) including commas for a list. 

Use appropriate vocabulary chosen for effect. 

Independently choose nouns or simple pronouns to avoid repetition. 

Use adjectives, verbs and adverbs to add detail. 

Use capital letters for proper pronouns. 

Use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express place and cause. 

Choose nouns or simple pronouns to avoid repetition. 

Use apostrophes for contracted form. 

Use a range of conjunctions (when, if, because, although)

Limited variation in use of tense and verb forms. 

Skills
Use a range of sentence types (?!.) including commas for a list. 

Make deliberate vocabulary choices to match the topic. 

Use fronted adverbials in the correct context. 

Use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time, place and cause. 

Generally choose accurate tense and verb forms. 

Expanded noun phases 



Year 1 Year 2 Year 4

Features

Address of recipient 
Date

Greeting
Opening statement (Introduction)

‘Chatty’ – informal style
Main body linked to the purpose (event, thoughts, feelings, information)

Closing statement 
Signature 

Features

Address of recipient 
Date

Greeting
Opening statement (Introduction)

‘Chatty’ – informal style
Paragraphs linked to the purpose 

(event, thoughts, feelings, information)
Closing statement 

Signature 

Skills
Use full stops correctly in simple sentences
GD – ? and !

To use the correct verb to add information,  

Select simple and appropriate adjectives to describe

Join words and clauses using conjunctions (and or but)

Use capital letters correctly at the beginning of a sentence and  
places

Skills
Use a range of sentence types (?!.)

Co-ordination conjunctions (or, and, but)

Subordinating conjunctions (when, if, because, that)

Use a growing range of openers 

Expanded noun phases 

Use adjectives, verbs and adverbs to add detail. 

Skills
Use a range of sentence types (?!.) including commas for a list. 

Use appropriate vocabulary chosen for effect. 

Use adjectives, verbs and adverbs to add detail. 

Use capital letters for proper pronouns. 

Use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express place and 
cause. 

Choose nouns or simple pronouns to avoid repetition. 

Use apostrophes for contracted form. 

Use a range of conjunctions (when, if, because, although)

Use fronted adverbials 



Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5

Features

Address of recipient 
Date

Greeting
Opening statement 

(Introduction)
Formal style

Main body linked to the 
purpose 

Give a viewpoint and use 
some persuasive words to 
promote this viewpoint. 

Closing statement 
Signature 

Features

Address of recipient 
Date

Greeting
Opening statement 

(Introduction)
Formal style

Main body linked to the 
purpose 

Begin to use paragraphs.
Give a viewpoint and use 
some persuasive words to 
promote this viewpoint.

Closing statement 
Signature 

Features

Address of recipient 
Date

Greeting
Opening statement 

(Introduction)
Formal style

Main body linked to the purpose 
Paragraphs linked to the 

purpose. 
Give a viewpoint and discuss 

opposing views. 
Conclusion 
Signature 

Features

Address of recipient 
Date

Greeting
Opening statement 

(Introduction)
Formal style

Main body linked to the purpose 
Paragraphs linked to the 

purpose. 
Give a viewpoint and discuss 

opposing views. 
Conclusion 
Signature 

Skills
Use a range of sentence types (?!.)

Co-ordination conjunctions (or, and, but)

Subordinating conjunctions (when, if, because, 
that)

Use a growing range of openers 

Expanded noun phases 

Use adjectives, verbs and adverbs to add detail. 

Time conjunctions 

Skills
Use a range of sentence types (?!.) including 
commas for a list. 

Use adjectives, verbs and adverbs to add detail. 

Uses inverted commas to show direct speech

Use capital letters for proper pronouns. 

Use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to 
express time, place and cause. 

Use apostrophes for contracted form. 

Skills
Use a range of sentence types (?!.) including 
commas for a list. 

Use fronted adverbials in the correct context. 

Use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to 
express time, place and cause. 

Make deliberate vocabulary choices to match the 
topic. 

Expanded noun phases 

Select appropriate positive or negative 
vocabulary to indicate differing viewpoints when 
writing to persuade. 

Uses inverted commas to show direct speech

Skills

Use a wide range of vocabulary for effect (formal 

and informal) 

Use a range of sentence types (?!.) including 

rhetorical questions and fronted adverbials 

Indicate degrees of possibility (adverbs and 

modal verbs)

Use appropriate logical connectives when writing 

to persuade (flattery, powerful verbs etc.)

Use informal language for effect. 

Link ideas across paragraphs 

Relative clauses 

Parenthesis (brackets, dashes and commas)

Uses inverted commas to show direct speech

Use commas deliberately 



Year 5 Year 6

Features 

A clear title to show what the text is about

An opening paragraph introducing key issues/

summary of argument.

Arguments for, with information.

Arguments against, with information.

A conclusion - summary of key points.

Statistics, quotes, research to support viewpoints. 

My own viewpoint.

Features 

A clear title to show what the text is about

An opening paragraph introducing key issues/

summary of argument.

Arguments for, with information.

Arguments against, with information.

A conclusion - summary of key points.

Statistics, quotes, research to support viewpoints

My own viewpoint.

Skills

Use a wide range of vocabulary for effect (formal and informal) 

Use a range of sentence types (?!.) including rhetorical questions and fronted adverbials 

Indicate degrees of possibility (adverbs and modal verbs)

Use appropriate logical connectives when writing to persuade (flattery, powerful verbs etc.)

Use formal language for effect. 

Link ideas across paragraphs 

Relative clauses 

Parenthesis (brackets, dashes and commas)

Use commas deliberately 

Skills

Identify the audience for purpose of a range of text types, establishing a style. 

Use a range of sentence types (?!.) including rhetorical questions and fronted adverbials 

Use adverbials to indicate degrees of possibility (adverbs and modal verbs)

Use appropriate logical connectives when writing to persuade (flattery, powerful verbs etc.)

Use informal language for effect. 

Link ideas across paragraphs – construct them to support meaning or purpose 

Use subjunctive form 

Relative clauses 

Parenthesis (brackets, dashes and commas)

Use commas deliberately 



Year 5 Year 6

Features

Includes a headline which grabs readers’ attention

using alliteration, rhyme or a play on words

Includes an introduction which includes the 5 Ws (orientation)

Includes photographs with captions

Includes facts

Includes direct and reported speech for quotes. 

Written in chronological order 

Is written in third person and past tense

Is written in a formal tone

Includes a final paragraph which explains or asks

what might happen next (reorientation) 

Features 

Includes a headline which grabs readers’ attention

using alliteration, rhyme or a play on words

Includes an introduction which includes the 5 Ws (orientation)

Includes photographs with captions

Includes facts

Includes direct and reported speech for quotes. 

Written in chronological order 

Is written in third person and past tense

Is written in a formal tone

Includes a final paragraph which explains or asks

what might happen next (reorientation) 

Skills

Use a wide range of vocabulary for effect (formal and informal) 

Use a range of sentence types (?!.) including rhetorical questions and fronted adverbials 

Indicate degrees of possibility (adverbs and modal verbs)

Use formal language for effect. 

Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time, place or number.  

Relative clauses 

Parenthesis (brackets, dashes and commas)

Uses inverted commas to show direct speech

Select the appropriate tense and use consistently 

Use commas deliberately 

Skills

Identify the audience for purpose of a range of text types, establishing a style. 

Use a range of sentence types (?!.) including rhetorical questions and fronted adverbials 

Use adverbials to indicate degrees of possibility (adverbs and modal verbs)

Use formal language for effect. 

Link ideas across paragraphs – construct them to support meaning or purpose 

Relative clauses 

Parenthesis (brackets, dashes and commas)

Uses inverted commas to show direct speech

Select the appropriate tense and use consistently 

Use commas deliberately 



EYFS/KS1 KS1/KS2 KS2

- To listen, and respond 
to, a range of poetry 
around a theme. 
- To look at rhyme 
within poems. 
- To collect words that 
rhyme.
- Recognise and join in 
with repeated phrases 
and words

-  To learn, re-read and recite favourite poems, 
taking account of punctuation. 

- Recognise and join in with repeated phrases 
and words 

- To identify and discuss favourite poems and 
poets, using appropriate terms (poet, poem, 
verse, rhyme etc.) and referring to the language 
of the poem. 

- To experience and reflect upon both 
contemporary and classical poetry and poets. 

- Investigating and creating a variety of poetic 
structures (e.g. calligrams, shape poems and 
acrostics). 

- To discuss choice of words and phrases which 
describe and create impact (similes, metaphors, 
repetition, personification adjectives, verbsetc.) 
- To discuss meanings of words and phrases that 
create humour, and sound effects in poetry 
(nonsense poems, tongue twisters, 
riddles,limericks). 

- To write poetry that uses sound to create 
effects (e.g. onomatopoeia, alliteration, 
distinctive rhythms). 

- To choose, prepare and rehearse poems for 
performance choosing appropriate expression, 
tone, volume and use of voices and 
othersounds.  To understand the following 
terms and identify them in poems: verse, 
chorus, couplet, rhythm, rhyme, alliteration.

- To interpret/use words/phrases 
(including figurative language) in order to 
interpret/convey feelings, reflections or 
moods. 

-To identify different patterns of rhyme 
and verse in poetry, e.g. choruses, 
rhyming couplets, alternate line rhymes.

 - To describe how a poet manipulates the 
presence/breaks in rhyme. 

- To analyse and compare poetic styles, 
use of forms and the themes of significant 
poets.

- To be familiar with different types of 
poems/poetic form, e.g. ballad, sonnet, 
rap, elegy, narrative poem, haiku/senryu, 
Limmerick. 

- To describe and evaluate the style of an 
individual poet. 

- To write their own poems experimenting 
with active verbs and personification. 

- To recognise how poets manipulate 
words: for their quality of sound (rhythm, 
rhyme, assonance

- To read and interpret poems in which 
meanings are implied or multi-layered
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